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An | Ef on Epic “Poetry. By William Hayhy, E/q. ‘Ates 
: 105.'6d. fewed. ‘Dodfley, ° , 


R, Hayley having refumed the pen, we, with pleafure, 

enter on the tafk of reviewing his produétion. —If only 

fach authors appeared, what delightful travelling it would be 

through the regions of literatare! Buta genius like his‘ fel 

dom {prings up above once in a century: fuch exalted fouls 
are ‘the 


* 


‘ rari nantes in-gurgite sie:? 


Our readers are already acquainted with’ the poetical powers 
of Mr. Hayley, who having,” in his other performances, delis 
vered his fentiments concerning Hiftory and Painting, ° ta.’ 
complete his fplendid circle proceeds, in the work before us, 
to an illuftration of his favourite art. We could have wifhed, 
that he had not confined himfelf to the confideration of the 
Epic, but given us alfo his remarks on every other f{pecies of 
poetry : this, however, we hope, is referved for fome future 
eflay ; in the mean time let us fit down with thankfulnefs to 
the feaft before us. 


The epiftles are addreffed to Mr. Mafon, for whom the au- 
thor feems to exprefs the moft friendly attachment, and to 
hold in the higheft degree of eftimation, calling him the _ 


‘ Harmonious Chief of Britain’s living choir.’ 
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242 | An Effay on Epic Poetry. 
Though we are not among thofe, and many fuch there are, 
who with to depreciate the poetical merit of Mr. Mafon, we 
cannot but confider the exalted fituation in which Mr. Hayley 
has placed him as an over-ftrained compliment, being of opinion 
¢hat our author himfelf has a fuperior title to the rank which 
he has beftowed on his friend.—The defign of this poem, as 
Mr. Hayley informs us, is principally to remove thofe numerous 
prejudices which obftruct the cultivation of Epic writing. ‘The 
fubjecis of the firft epiftle are the ‘ Origin of Poetry. —Honours 
paid to its infancy.—Homer the firft poet remaining.—Difi- 
culty of the queftion, why he had no fucceffor in Greece. —Re- 
mark of a celebrated writer, that as criticifm flourithes poetry 
declines. —Defence of critics—Danger of a bigoted acquie- 
{cence in critical fyftems—and of a poet’s criticifing his own 
works.—-Advantages of friendfhip and ftudy of the higher 
poets.’ This 1s-all that the argument, as it is called, of the firft 
epiftle, and from which the above is extraéted, promifes to the 
reader, who, notwithftanding, will find much more to gratify 
his tafte : he will meet with—a beautiful defcription of poetry, 
its powers, and its charms—a eomparifon of it with painting, 
fhewing its advantages over the fifter art—a fine character of 
Boileay—with other paflages that will afford him both enter- 
tainment and initruétion. / 


In a work of this kind, and by fuch a writer, wheré every 

part is finifhed with elegance, corre¢tnefs, and precifion, it 
is not eafy to point out paflages of fuperior merit. The 
following lines are, perhaps, fome of the beft in this epiftle. 


¢ Though tafte refin’d to modern verfe deny 
The hacknied pageants of the Pagan tky, 
Their finking radiance ftill the canvafs warms, 
Painting ftill glories in their graceful forms ; 
Nor canft thou envy, if the world agree 

To grant thy fifter claims denied to thee ; 
For thee, the happier art! the elder-born! 
Superior rights and dearer charms adorn : 
Confin’d fhe catches, with obfervance keen, 
Her fingle moment of the changeful fcene ; 
But thou, endu’d-with energy fublime, 
Unquettion’d arbiter of fpace and time ! 
Canft join the diftant, the unknown create, 

» And, while exiftence yields thee all her ftate, 
On the aftonifh’d mind profufely pour 
Myriads of forms, that fancy muft adore. 

Yet of thy boundlefs:power the deareft part 
Is firm pofleffion of the feeling heart ; 
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An Effay on Epic Poetry. 243 
No progeny of chance, by labour taught, — 
No flow-form’d creature of {cholaftic thought, 
The child of paffion thou! thy lyre fhe ftrung, 
To her parental notes fhe tun’d thy tongue ; 
Gave thee her boldeft fwell, her fofteft tone, 
And made the compafs of her voice thy own.’ 


Not inferior to thefe is the character of Boileau, as thus de- 
lineated by our poet. 


¢ What laws of poefy can learning fhew 
Above the critic fong of fage Defpreaux ? 

His fancy elegant, his judgment nice, 

His method eafy, and his ftyle concife ; 

The bard of Reafon, with her vigour fraught, 
Her pureft doctrine he divinely taught : 

Nor taught in vain! His precept clear and chafte 
Reform’d the errors of corrupted tatte ; 

And French Imagination, who was bit 

By that tarantula, diftorted Wit, 

Ceafing her antic gambols to rehearfe, 

Bleft the pure magic of his healing verfe : 
With his loud fame applauding Europe rung, 
‘And his juft praife a rival poet fung. 

Yet, had this friend of verfe-devoted youth, 
This tuneful teacher of poetic truth, 

Had he but chane’d his doétrine to diffufe 

Ere Milton commun’d with his, faered Mufe ; 
And could that Englifh, felf-dependant foul, 
Bern with fuch energy as mocks controul, 
Could his high fpirit, with fubmiffive awe, 
Have ftoop’d to liften to a Gallic law ; 

His hallow’d fubje&t, by that law forbid, 
Might ftill have laid in filent darknefs hid, _ 
And, this bright fun, not rifing in our f{phere, 
Homer had wanted ftill his true compeer.’ 


The fecond epiftle contains the characters of the ancient 
poets, Homer, Apotlonius Rhodius, Virgil, and Lucan. In 
the laft of thefe,; which are all finely drawn, our author has 

' done juftice to a poet, whom modern criticifm has too often 
treated with unmerited contempt and feverity, and whom our 
amiable friend of freedom thus vindicates. 


¢ See daring Lucan for that wreath contend, 
Which Freedom twines for her poetic friend. 
’Tis thine, thou bold but injur’d bard, ’tis thine? 
Tho? Critic fpleen infult thy rougher lines; 
Tho’ wrong’d thy genius, and thy name mifplac’d 
By vain diftinétions of faftidious Tafte;) 
Indignant Freedom, with juft anger: fir’d,. 
Shall guard the poet whom herfelf infpir’d, ris 
. R 2 | What 
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What tho’ thy early, uncorreéted page 


Betrays fome marks of a degenerate age ; 
Tho’ many a tumid point thy verfe contains, 

- Pike warts projecting from Herculean veins ; 
Tho’ like thy ‘Cato thy ftern Mufe appear, 
Her manners rigid, and her frown auftere; 
Like him, {till breathing Freedom’s genuine flame, 
Juftice her idol, Public Good her aim, 

Well fhe fupplies her want of fofter art 

By all the fterling treafures of the heart ; 

By Energy, from Independance caught, 

And the free vigour of unborrow’d Thought. 

Thou Bard moft injur’d by malicious fate, 

Could not thy blood appeafe a tyrant’s hate ? 

Mutt he, ftill gall’d by thy poetic claim, 
With falfehood perfecute thy moral fame ? 

Shall Hiftory’s pen, to aid his vengeance won, 

Brand thee, brave Spirit, as an impious fon, 

Who meanly fear’d to yield his vital flood, 

And fought his fafety by a parent’s blood ? 

Bafe calumny, at which Belief fnuft halt, } 

And blind Credulity herfelf revolt. 

Could that firm youth become fo vile a flave, 

Whofe voice new energy to virtue gave; 

Whofe Stoic foul all abje& thoughts abhorr’d, 

And own’d no fordid paffion as its lord ; 

Who in the trying hour of mortal pain, 

While life was ebbing from his open vein, 

Alike unconfcious of, remorfe and fear, 

His heart unfhaken, and his fenfes clear, 

Smil’d on his doom, and, like the fabled bird 

Whofe mufic from Meander’s bank was heard, 

Form’d into tuneful notes his parting breath, 

And fung th’ approaches of undreaded death ? . 

Rife, thou wrong’d bard, above Detraétion’s reach, 

Whofe arts in vain thy various worth impeach, 

Enjoy that fame thy {pirit knew to prize, 

And view’d fo fondly. with prophetic eyes. 

_. Tho’ the nice critic of faftidious France 

Survey they, fong with many a fcornful glance, 

And as a Goth the kinder judge accufe, 

Who with their great Corneille commends thy Mufe, 
Let Biitainy eager as the Lefbian ftate 

To fhield thy Pompey from the wrongs of Fate, 

To thee with pride a fond attachment thew, 

Thou bard of Freedom, tho’ the world’s thy foe.’ 





In the third epiftle, aftera hort tketch ofthe Northern and 
Provencal poetry, Mr. Hayley charaéterifes the moft diftin- 
guithed epic peetsiof Italy, Spain, Portugal, France, and 
EVs = #8 : England. 
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fn Effay on Epic Poetry. 245 
England. The feveral beauties and faults of Dante, Triffino, 
Boccacio, Taffo, Taffoni, Lope de Vega, Ercilla, Camoéns *, 
Voltaire, Boccage ; and laftly, thofe of our own epic writers 
are amply difcuffed. The lines on the immortal Milton, may 
ferve as a {pecimen of Mr. Hayley’s tafte and judgment. 

¢ Apart, and on a facred hill retir’d, 

Beyond all mortal infpiration fir’d, 

The mighty Milton fits—an hoft around 

Of lift’ning angels guard the holy ground ; 

Amaz’d they fee a human form afpire 

To grafp with daring hand a feraph’s lyre, 

Inly irradiate with celeftial beams, 

Attempt thofe high, thofe foul-fubduing themes, 

(Which humbler denizens of heaven decline) _ 

And celebrate, with fanctity divine, 

The ftarry field from warring angels won, 

And God triumphant in his victor Son. 

Nor lefs the wonder, and the fweet delight, 

His milder fcenes and fofter notes excite, 

When at his bidding Eden’s blooming grove 

- Breathes the rich fweets of innocence and love. 

With fuch pure joy as our forefather knew 

When Raphael, heavenly gueft, firft met his view, 

And our glad fire, within his blifsful bower, 

Drank the pure converfe of th’ ztherial power, 

Round the bleft bard his raptur’d audience throng, 

Anc¢ feel their fouls imparadis’d in fong.’ 


In the fourth epiftle Mr. Hayley makes fome judicious fe- 
marks on the fuppofed parfimony of nature in beftowing 
poetic genius, and exemplifies the evils and advantages of 
poetry in the fate of different poets. In this part of the work 
our author feems to quit his original fubjeét, and to expatiate 
in a wider field; a liberty which the freedom of epiftolary 
writing may perhaps fairly intitle him to: and this is, in 
confequence of his excurfion, the moft agreeable and enter- 
taining part of the poem. ‘The following lines, on the force 
of prejudice, are not lefs juft than elegant and poetical. 

¢ O Prejudice! thou bane of arts, tou peft, 
Whofe ruffian powers the free-born foul arreft ; 
Thou who, dethroning Reafon, dar’{t to frame 
And iffue thy proud laws beneath her name ; 
Thou coafter on the intellectual deep, 
Ordering each timid bark thy courfe to keep ; 
Who, left fome daring mind beyond thee fteer, 
Hatt rais’d, to vouch thy vanity and fear, 


“ 





* Mr, Hayley juftly obferves, that ‘ the epic powers of Camoéns 
have received due honour in our language, by the elegant and {pi- 
‘Jited tranflation of Mr. Mickle.’ 
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. ‘Herculean pillars where thy fail was furl’d, 
And nam’d thy bounds the Limits of the World. 
Thou brag art, Prejudice, how oft thy breath _ 
Has doom ; young Genius to the fhades of death ! 
How often has thy voice, with brutal fire, 
Forbidden Female hands to touch the lyre, 
Deny’d to Woman, Nature’s fav’rite child, 
The right to enter Fancy’s op’ning wild! 
Bleft be this {miling hour, when Britain fees 
Her fair-ones cancel fuch abfurd decrees, 
In one harmonious group, with graceful fcorn, 
Spring o’er the.pedant’s fence of wither’d thorn, 
And reach Parnaffign heights, where, laurel-crown’d, 
This fofter quire the notes of triumph found ; 
Where Seward, leader of the lovely train, 
Pours o’er heroic tombs her potent {train ; 
Potent to footh the honour’d dead, and dart 
Congenial virtue through each panting heart ; 
Potent thro’ f{pirits mafculine to fpread 
Poetic jealoufy and envious dread ; | 
If Love and Envy could in union reft, 
And rule with blended fway a poet’s breatt ; 
The bards of Britain, with unjaundic’d eyes, 
Will glory to behold fuch rivals rife.’ 


Our author’s reflections on the fate of poor Chatterton, are 
equally beautiful and pathetic. 





¢ Oh, ill-ftarr’d youth, whom Nature form’d, in vains 

With powers on Pindus’ fplendid height to reign ! 

© dread example of what pangs await 

Young Genius ftruggling with malignant Fate ! 

What could the Mufe, who fir’d thy infant frame 
With the rich promife of poetic fame ; | 
Who taught thy hand its magic art to hide, 

And mock the infolénce of critic pride ; 
“What could her unavailing cares oppofe, 

To fave her darling from his defperate foes ; 
From preffing Want’s calamitous controul 

And Pride, the fever of the ardent foul ? 

Ah fee, too confcious of her failing power, 

She quits her nurfling in his deathful hour ! 

In a chill room, within whofe wretched wall 
No cheering voice replies to Mifery’s call ; 
Near a vile bed, too crazy to fuftain 
Misfortune’s wafting limbs, convuls’d with pain, 
On the bare floor, with heaven-directed eyes, _ 
The haplefs ‘youth in fpeechlefs horror lies ! 
The pois’nous vial, by diftraction drain’d, 

‘Rolls from his hand, in wild contortion ftrain’d : 
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An Effay on Epic Poetry. | 247 
Pale with life-wafting pangs, its dire effect, 
And ftung to madnefs by the world’s neglect, 
He, in abhorrence of the dangerous art, 
Once the dear idol of his glowing heart, 
Tears from his harp the vain detefted wires, 
And in the frenzy of defpair expires !’ 


In this little extract, the defcription of the dying youth, and 
the beautiful image of his tearing the wires from his arp, 
breathe the true fpirit of poetry. 

After this melancholy recital, our author, to raife the fpirits 
of his drooping brethren, calls to their minds the honours 
which Ariofto received from the emperor Charles ; and the 
liberal rewards beftow’d by his countrymen on the celebrated 
Lope de Vega, and the independent fituation of Pope. 

¢ For him the hands of jarring faction join 
To keep their tribute on his Homer's fhrine, 
Proud of the frank reward his talents find, 
And nobly confcious of no venal mind, 

With the juft world his fair account he clears, 
And owes no debt to princes or to peers.’ 


The elegant compliment, in the paflage fubjoined, which 
we cannot with-hold from our readers, is worthy of him who 
gives and of him who receives the deferved tribute. 


‘ O thou bright Spirit, whom the Afian mufe 
Had fondly fteep’d in all her fragrant dews, 
And o’er whofe early fong, that mental feaft, 
She breath’d the fweetnefs of the rifled Eaft, 
Since independant Honour’s high controul 
Detach’ from Poefy thy ardent foul, 

To feek with better hopes Perfuafion’s feat, 
Bleft be thofe hopes, and happy that retreat ! 
Which with regret all Britifh bards mutt fee, 
And mourn,a brother loft, in lofing thee.’ 


Whilf our author confiders the fate, fituation, and circum- 
ftances of other poets, he flides infenfibly into fome ferious 
meditation on his own; and, after taking the liberty of mak- 
ing a fpeech for his mother, diffluading him‘from the practice 
of poetry, he breaks out into a fine defcription of her paren- 
tal care and tendernefs, which is perhaps equal to any thing 
in modern poetry. 


‘ O thou fond fpirit, who with pride haft fmil’d, 
And frown’d with fear, on thy poetic child, 
Pleas’d, yet alarm’d, when in his boyifh time 
He figh’d in numbers, or he laugh’d in rhyme ; 
While thy kind cautions warn’d him to beware 
Of penury, the bard’s perpetual fnare ; 
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An Effay on Epic Poetry, 
Marking the early temper of his foul, 
Carelefs of wealth, nor fit for bafe controul : 

Thou tender faint, to whom he owes much more 
Than ever child to parent ow’d before, 
In life’s firft feafon, when the fever’s fame | 

Shrunk to deformity his fhrivell’d frame, 

And turn’d each fairer image in his brain 
‘To blank confufion and her crazy train, 

*T was thine, with conftant love, thro’ ling’ring years, 
To bathe thy idiot orphan in thy tears ; : 
Day after day; and night fucceeding night, 

To turn inceflant to the hideous fight, 

And frequent watch, if haply at thy view 

Departed Reafon might not dawn anew, 

Tho’ medicinal art, with pitying care 

Could lend no aid to fave thee from defpair, 

Thy fond maternal heart adher’d to hope and prayer ; 
Nor pray’d in vain ; thy child from Pow’rs above 
Receiv’d the fenfe to feel and blefs thy love ; 

O might he thence receive the happy {kill, 

And foree proportion’d to his ardent will, 

With truth’s unfading radiance to emblaze 

Thy virtues, worthy of immortal praife ! 

¢ Nature, who deck’d thy form with Beauty’s flowers, 

Exhaufted on thy foul her finer powers ; 

Taught it with all her energy to feel 

Love’s me]ting foftnefs, Friendfhip’s fervid zeal, 
The generous purpofe, and the active thought, 

With Charity’s diffulive fpirit fraught ; 

There all the beit of mental gifts the plac’d, 

Vigor of judgment, purity of tafte, 

. Superior parts without their fpleenful leaven, 
Kindnefs to earth, and confidence in Heaven. 
¢ While my fond thoughts o’er all thy merits rol], 

Thy prarfe thus gufhes from my filtal foul ; 

Nor will the Public with harfh rigor blame 

This my juft homage to thy honour’d name ; 

To pleafe that Public, if to pleafe be mine, 

Thy Virtues train’d me—let the praife be thine.’ 


In the fifth and laft epiftle, Mr. Hayley reverts to his fub- 
je, and delivers his fentiments with regard to fupernatural 
agency in epic poems ; and cenfures the abfurdity of all fy- 
ftems, holding, in oppofition to them, that the epic province 
is not yet exhaufted. He is of opinion therefore that Englifh 
hiftory contains the moft proper and interefting fubjeéts for 
a national epic poem, which being the great defideratum in 
Englih literature, he withes to fee fupplied (but which pro- 
bably will never happen) by the genius of Mr, Mafon, 
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An Effay on Epic Poetry. 249 
The poem concludes thus : | 


¢ While, led by Fancy through her wide domain, 
Our fteps advance around her Epic plain ; 
While we furvey each laurel that it bore, 
And every confine of the realm explore, 
See Liberty, array’d in light ferene, 
Pours her rich luftre o’er th’ expanding fcene ! 
Thee, Mafon, thee fhe views with fond regard, 
And calls to nobler heights her fav’rite bard. 
Tracing a circle with her blazing fpear, 
: « Here,” ‘cries the Goddefs, ‘* raife thy fabric here, 
Build on thefe rocks, that to my reign belong, 
The noblett bafis of Heroic Song! 
Fix here! and, while thy growing works afcend, 
My voice fhall guide thee, and my arni defend.” 
As thus fhe {peaks, methinks her high behett 
; Imparts pure rapture to thy confcious breaft, 
Pure as the joy immortal Newton found, 
| When Nature led him to her utmoft bound, 
| And clearly fhew’d, where unborn ages lie, 
- The diftant comet to his daring eye; 
| Pure as the joy the fire of mortals knew, 
When blifsful Eden open’d on his view, 
When firft he liften’d to the voice Divine, 
And wond’ring heard, ‘* This Paradife is thine.” 
With fuch delight may’ft thou her gift receive ! 
May thy warm heart with bright ambition heave 
To raife a temple to her hallow’d name, 
. Above what Grecian artifts knew to frame ! 
Of Englith form the facred fabric rear, 
And bid our country with juft rites revere ; 
The power, who fheds, in her benignant fimile, 
The brighteft glory on our boafted ifle! 
¢ Juftly on thee th’ infpiring Goddefs calls ; 
Her mighty tafk each weaker bard appals : 
*Tis thine, O Mafon! with unbaffled {kill, 
Each harder duty of our art to fill ; 
Tis thine, in robes of Beauty to array, 
And in bright Order’s lucid blaze diiplay, 
The forms that Fancy, to thy withes kind, 
Stamps on the tablet of thy clearer mind, 
How foftly fweet thy notes of pathos fwell, 
‘The tender accents of Elfrida tell ; 
Caractacus proclaims, with Freedom’s fire, 
How rich the tone of thy fublimer lyre ; 
E’en in this hour, propitious to thy fame, 
The rural deities repeat thy name : 
With feftive joy I hear the fylvan throng 
Hail the completion of their favourite fong, 
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Thy graceful fong! in honour of whofe power, 
Delighted Flora, in her fweeteft bower, 
Weaves thy unfading wreath ;—with fondeit care, 
Proudly fhe weaves it, emuloufly fair, 
‘To match that‘crown, which in the Mantuan grove 
The richer Ceres for her Virgilwove! 
See! his Euridice herfelf once more 
Revifits eatth from the Elyfian fhore ! 
Behold! fhe hovers o’er thy echoing glade! 
Envy, not love, conducts the penifive fhade, 
Who, trembling at thy lyre’s pathetic tone, 
Fear’s left Nerina’s fame f{urpa{s her own. 

¢ Thou happy bard! whofe fweet and potent voice 
Can reach all notes within the poet’s choice ; : 
Whofe vivid foul has led thee to infufe 
Dramatic life m the preceptive Mufe ; 
Since bleft alike with beauty and with force, 
Thou rival? Virgil in his tylvan courfe, 
O be it thine-the higher palm to gain, 
And pafs him in the wide heroic plain! 
To fing, with equal fire, of nobler themes, 
To gild Hiftoric Truth with Fancy’s beams ! 
To patriot chiefs unfung thy lyre devote, 
And {well to Liberty the lofty note ! 
‘ With humbler aim, but no ungenerous view, 

My i lefs firm, their lower path purfue ; 
Ot different Arts I fearch the ample field, 
Marks its paft fruits, and what it yet may yield ; 
With willing voice the praife of Merit found, 
And bow to Genius wherefoever found, 
O’er my free verfe bid nobleft names prefide, 
Tho’ Party’s hoftile lines thofe names divide ; 
Party !, whofe ae fpirit I abhor, 
More fubtly cruel, and lefs brave than War. 
Party ! infidious fiend ! whafe vapours blind 
The light of juftice in the brighteft mind ; 
Whofe feverifh tongue, whence deadly venom flows, 
Bafely belies the merit of het foes ! 
O that my verfe with magic power were bleft, 
To drive from Leatning’s field this baleful peit ! 
Fond, fruitlefs wifh ! the mighty tak would foil 
The firmeft fons of literary toil ; 
In vain a letter’d Hercules might rife 
To cleanfe the ftable where this manfter lies : 
Yet, if the imps of her malignant brood, 
With all their parent’s acrid gall endu’d ; 
If Spleen pours forth, to Mockery’s apith tune, 
Her gibing ballad, and her bafe lampoon, 
On faireft names, from every blemifh free, 
Save what the jaundic’d eyes of Party fee ; 
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My glowing {corn will execrate the rhyme, 
Tho’ laughing Humor ftrike its tuneful chime ; 
Tho’ keeneft Wit the glitt’ring lines invett 
With all the fplendor of the adder’s creft. 

¢ Sublimer Mafon ! not to thee belong 
The reptile beauties of envenom’d fong. 
Thou chief of living bards ! O be it ours, 
In fame tho’ different, as of different powers, 
Party’s dark clouds alike to rife above, 
And reach the firmament of Public Love! 
May’ft thou afcend Parnaffus’ higheft mound, 
In triumph there the epic trumpet found ; 
While, with no envious zeal, I thus afpire 
By juft applaufe to fan thy purer fire ; 
And of the work which Freedom pants to fee, 
Which thy firm genius, claims referv’d for thee, 
In this frank ftyle my honeft thoughts impart, 
If not an artift yet a friend to art.’ 


From the two following linés, which make part of this ex- 
tract, 


¢ Sublimer Mafon ! not to thee belong 
The reptile beauties of envenom’d fong,’ 


we are led to fuppofe, that Mr. Mafon is not, or at leaft, that 
Mr. Hayley does not imagine him to be the author of fome 
very fevere fatyrical pieces, which have been generally afcrib- 


ed to him. 


This poem is, as our readers muft perceive, from the lit- 
tle fketch which we have given, a judicious, correét, and 
elegant performance. It has not, we muft at the fame time 
acknowlege, that glow of fancy, copious invention, and 
warmth of imagination, which we fo much admired in the 
Triumph of Temper; nor could the fubje& require or even 
admit of them : it abounds, however, with all that grace and 
harmony of numbers, that propriety of fentiment, found judg- 
ment, and polifhed diction, which fo eminently diftinguith 
the works of this animated writer, who feems, as we have for- 
merly obferved, to have united the correctnefs and elegance of 
Pope with the freedom and fpirit of Dryden. 


We cannot finith our critique on this work without obferv- 
ing, as a remarkable circumftance, that the notes affixed to 
the poem have {welled to a larger fize than the poem itfelf. 
Our author’s obfervations on the third epiftle only, contain no 
lefs than a hundred and thirty-two pages. Few verfe-makers 
are fo fond of writing profe; but Mr. Hayley, who excels in 
both, indefatigable in his fearch after learning and knowlege 
pi every kind, in his obfervations on feveral paflages in his 
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poems, explains and iliuftrates every fact and circumftance al- 
luded to, and entertains us with agreeable anecdotes of all 
the diftinguifhed perfons whom he has occafion to mention. 
This has extended his notes to a much greater length 
than he probably was himfelf aware of.—In the third book, 
having taken notice of Ercilla, a Spanifh epic poet, he enters 
into a long and laboured detail of his Arancana ; feveral paf- 
fages of which he has tranflated ; though, after all that Mr. 
Hayley has advanced concerning this poem, it does not ap- 
pear to deferve the warm approbation he has beftowed, or the 
pains he has taken to illuftrate and explain it. | 





The Fourney from Chefter to London. to. 1. 5s. in Boards. 
White. | 


Me: Pennant is already fo well known in the literary world, 

as an infiructive and ingenious writer, that a book with 
his name prefixed to it requires little farther recommendation. 
— While fo many young men of rank and fortune are every year 
emigrating to the continent, and expofing their ignorance in 
foreign countries, this worthy and fenfible Briton inctlcates, 
what has often been recommended, a previous knowlege of 
their ewx ; an acquifition the author has made, by indefatig- 
able aflfiduity and unremitted attention, which, united to a 
ftrong biafs of mind in favour of Britifh antiquities, have en- 
abled him to give an accurate and entertaining hiftory of al- 
moft every place worthy of notice in this kingdom. 


¢ The ground defcxibed tm the work before us has been (as 
he obferves in an advertifement prefixed to it) for fome centuries 
pafled over by the incurious traveller ; and has had the hard for- 
tune of being eonttantly execrated for its dulnefs. ‘To retort the 
charge, and clear it from the calumny, is my prefent bufinefs. 
- ‘To fhew that the road itfeif, orits vicinity, is replete with either 
ancient hiftoric facts, or with matrer worthy of prefent atten- 
tion, is an affairofno great difficulty. Poffibly my readers may 
fub{fcribe to the epinion, that rhe tract is not abfolutely devoid of 
entertainment, andthat the blame refts on themfelves, not the 
country.’ 


What unfavourable or contemptuous opinion former travel- 
lers may have entertained concerning the tract of land paffed 
ever in this journey, we cannot pretend to determine, or to 
afcertain the caufe of fuch unmerited negle&; certain it is, 
that in the hands of Mr. Pennant it forms a moit agreeable 
and amufing work, which we have pcrufed with great oan 
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fure, and we doubt not but<our readers will accompany him 
through it with equal fatisfaction. 


In a work of this kind, where there is fuch a variety of mat- 


ter, it is not very eafy to fele&t pafiages that will pleafe every 
tafte. With this view, however, we fhall Jay before our 
readers fome extracts. 


To thofe who are defirous of being acquainted with the na- 
tural hiftory and manufactures of their country, this account 
of the falt-works near Nantwich will be very acceptable. 


¢ ‘The art of making fait was known in very early-times, tothe 
Gauls and Germans: it is not, therefore, likely that the Britons, 
who had, in feveral places, plenty of falt-fprings, fhould be ig- 
norant of it. ‘The way of making it was very fitmple, but very 
dirty ; for they did no more than fling the water on burning 
wood ; the Water evaporated by the heat, and left the falt adhering 
to the afhes, or charcoal. a 

¢ It is very probable that the Britons ufed the fpring of Nant- 
wich for this purpefe ; numbers of pieces of half-burnt wood be- 
ing frequently dug up in this neighbourhood, Salinis was a 
place not far from hence, one of the wiches; but I am uncertain 
which. The Romans made ufe of’ the {prings, and made falt by 
much the fame procefs as we do at prefent. The falt produced 
was white. It {truck the natives, who ftyled this place, perhaps 
the firft place where they faw falt of this kind, heledd wen, or the 
white brine-pits, to diftinguith them from the fprings which they 
ufed in fo flovenly a fafhion. 

‘ The*Romans were acquainted with rock-falt, but had not 
difcovered it within the limits of Italy. ‘I here were mountains 
of falt in India. Spain afforded the tranfparent colorlefs rock- 
falt, and Cappadocia the deep yellow. The Romans were con- 
verfant in the methods of producing this ufeful article from the 
brine, which they praétifed in our ifland, and communicated 
their inftructions to the natives. Salt was an early import into 
Britain, but it was only to the Caffiterides, and the neighboring 


parts, which were remote from the falt-fprings. 


‘ Thefe advantages are but fparingly fcattered over Great Bri- 
tain: Scotland and Ireland are totally deflitute of them. In 
England there are feveral, but few that contain falt fufficient to be 
worked. ‘Thus, there are fome which rife out of the middle of 
the Were, in the bifhoprick of Durham; others in Yorkthire, 
Cumberland, Lancafhire, and Oxfordthire: all thofe are neg- 
lected, either on account of their weaknefs, or, in fome places, 
by reafon of the dearnefs of fuel. ‘Thefe in Chefhire, and thofe 
at Droitwich in Worcefterfhire, with the fmall works at Wefton 
in Staffordfhire, are the only places where any bufinefs is done. 
Droitwich, and thofe in Chefhire, were worked by the Roman§, 
and had the common name of Saline, 


¢ From 
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* From that period to the prefent, they have been fucceflively in 


ufe. The Saxons, according to their idea of liberty, divided 


them between the king, the great people, and the freemen. Thus, 
at Nantwich was one brine-pit, which gave employ to numbers 
of faline, or works. Eight of them were between the king and 
éarl Edwin, of which the king had two fhares of the profits, the 
earl one. Edwin had likewife a work near his manor of Aghton, 
out of which was made falt fufficient for the annual confumption 
ef his houfhold; but if any was fold, the king had a tax of two 
pence, and the earl of one penny. 

‘ In this place were likewife numbers of works belonging to 
the people of the neighbourhood ; which had this ufage : as 
Afcenfion-day to the feaft of St. Martin, they might carry home 
what falt they pleafed ; but if they fold any on the fpot, or any 
where in the county, they were to pay a tax to the king and the 
earl: but after the feaft of St. Martin, whofoever took the falt 
home, Whether his own, or purchafed from other works, was to 
pay toll, except the before mentioned work of the earl; which 
enjoyed exemption, according to ancient ufage. 

‘ It appears, that the king and earl farmed out their eight 
works ; for they were obliged to give, on the Friday of the 
weeks in which they were worked, xvi. boilings ; of which xv. 
made one fum of falt. Thisis a meafure, which, according to 
Spelman, amounts to a horfe-load, or eight bufhels. The pans of 
other people, from Afcenfion-day to that of St. Martin, were not 
fubjeét to this farm on the Friday ; but from St. Martin’s day to 
Afcenfion they were liable to thofe cuftoms, in the fame manner 
as thofe of the king and the earl. 

¢ The Welfh ufed to fupply themfelves from thefe pits, before 
the union of our country with England. Henry III. in order to 
diftrefs them, during the wars he had with them, took care to 
put a ftop to the works, and deprive them of this neceflary ar- 
ticle. 

’ All thefe falt-works were confined between the river anda cer- 
tain ditch. If any perfon was guilty of a crime, within thefe li- 
mits, he-was at liberty of making atonement by a mulét of two 
fhillings, or xxx. boilings of falt ; except in the cafe of murder 
or theft, for which. he was to fuffer death. If crimes of that na- 
ture were committed without the precinct, the common ufage of 
the county was to be obferved. 

¢ In the time of the Confeffor, this place yielded a rent of xx. 
pounds, with all the pleas of the hundred; but when earl Hugh 
received it, ic was a watte. | 

¢ The Germans had an idea of a peculiar fan¢tity attendant on 
falt-fprings ;. that they were. nearer to heaven than other places ; 
that the prayers of mortals were no where fooner heard; and 
that, by the peculiar favour of the gods, the rivers and the woods 
were productive of falt, not, as in other pect by the virtue of 
the fea, but by the water being poured ori a burning pile of 


wood. 
¢ Whe- 
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© Whether this notion might not have been delivered from the 
Gerimans to their Saxon progeny, and whether they might not, 
in-afterstimes,’ deliver their grateful thanks for thefe advantages, 
I will not determine; but certain it is, that on Afcenfion day 
the old inhabitants of Nantwich pioufly fang a hymn of thankf- 
giving, for the blefling of the brine, A very ancient pit, called 
the Old Brine, was-alfo heldin great veneration, and, till within 
thefe few years, was annually, on that feflival, bedecked with 
boughs, flowers, and garlands, and was encircled by a jovial 
band of young people, celebrating the day with fong and dance. 
‘ This feftival was probably one of the reliques of Saxon. pa- 
ganifm, which Mellitus might permit his profelytes to retain, ac- 
cording to the political inftructions he received from Gregory the 
Great, on his miffion, leaft, by too rigid an adherence to the 
purity of the Chriftian religion, he fhould deter the Englith from 
accepting his doctrine. In fact, falt was, from the earlieft times, 
in the higheft efteem, and admitted into religious cerénionies : it 
was confidered.as a mark of league and friendfhip. ‘* Neither 
fhalt thou, fays the Jewith legiflator, fuffer the falt of the co- 
venant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat-offering. With 
all thy offerings thou fhalt offer falt.” Homer gives to falt the 
epithet of divine. Both Greeks and Romans mixed falt with 
their facrificial cakes. In their luftrations they made ufe of falt 
and water, which gave rife, in after-times, to the fuperftition of 
holy water ;. only the Greeks made ufe of an olive branch inftead 
of a brufh, to {prinkle it on the objects of purification. 


Next, with pure fulphur purge the houfe, and bring 
The pureft water from the frefheft {pring ; : 
This, mix’d with falt, and with green olive crown’d 
Will cleanfe the late contaminated ground. 
Theocritus, Idyl. 24. 


Stuckius tells us, that the Mofcovites thought that a prince could 
not fhew a gueft a greater mark of affection, that by fending to 
him falt from his own table. The dread of fpilling of falt, is 
a known fuperttition among us and the Germans, being reckoned 
a prefage of fome future calamity, and particularly, that it fore- 
boded domeftic feuds ; to avert which, it is cuftomary to fling 
fome falt over the fhoulder into the fire, in a manner truly 
claffical : 

Molibit et averfos penates 

Farre pio, faliente mica.’ 


3 


Such as love droll anecdotes and uncommon charaéters, 


-will be entertained with captain Sandford’s letter. 


¢ This town, fays Mr. Pennant, fpeaking of Nantwich, was 
the only one in the county which continued firm to the parlement 
from the beginning tothe end of the civil wars. It underwent a 
fevere fiege in January 1643, by lord Biron; who, after the fig- 
nal defeat he here experienced from the army commanded by fir 
Thomas Fairfax, on the 25th of that month retired with his that- 
tered 
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tered forces to Chefter. ~The place was defended only by mad- 
walls and:ditches, formed in a hafty manner by the inhabitants 
and country people; who were highly incenfed at fome cruel and 
impolitic treatment’they had met with from the royalifts. The 
arrifon defended’ themfelves with great obftinacy. The moft 
remarkable’ attaék was on the 1&th of January, when the. be- 
fiegers were repulfed with great lofs... Among the flain on their 
fide, was the famous captain Sandford; who again employed 
the eloquence of his pen, but to.as* little purpofe as: he did be- 
fore at Hawarden. On each occafion he maintains the. fame 
ftyle. ’ YB ee Goter as ; 
‘ ‘¢ To the Officers, Soldiets, and Gentlemen 
| in Namptwyche,. thefe. 

- Your drum can inform you, A@an church is no more a pri- 
fon, but now free for honeft men to do their devotions therein ; 
wherefore be perfuaded' from your incredulity, and refolve God 
will not aRRe his anointed. Let not your zealin a bad caufe 
dazzle your eyes any longer; but wipe. away your vain conceits, 
that haye too long let you into blind errors. Loth I am to un- 
dertake the trouble of perfuading you into obedience, 'becaufe 
your erroneous opinions do. nioft violently oppofe reafon amongtt 
you; but, however, if you love your town, accept of quarter ; 
and if you regard your lives, work your. fafeties by yielding your 
town to lord Byron, for his majefty’sufe. You fee now my bat- 
tery is fixed ;. from whence fire fhall eterna]ly vifit you, ‘to the 
terror of the old, and females, and confumption of the thatched 
houfes. ‘Believe me, gentleinen, I have laid by my former. de- 
lays, and am now refolved to batter, burn, ftorm, and deftroy 
you. Do not wonder that | write unto you, having officers in 
chief above me: ’tis only to.advife’you, becaufe I have fome 
friends: amongft' you, for whofe fafety I wifh you to accept of 
my lord Byron’s conditions ;,he is gracious, and will eharitably 
confider of you. Aecept of this as a fummons, that you forth- 
with furrender the town ; and’ by that teftimony of your -fealty 
to his majefty, you may obtain favour, My firelocks, you 
know, have done ftrange feats, both by day and night; and 
hourly we will not fail in our private vifits of you. You have 
not as. yet recejved mine alarms; wherefore expect fuddenly to 
hear from my battery and approaches before your Welth Row. 


‘6 This rth of January, Tho. Sandford, 
1643. Captain of Firelocks.” 


Thofe who are fond of ancient Gothic buildings will be 
leafed, efpecially if they are Staffordfhire-men, with the fol- 
foving exact defcription of Litchfield Cathedral. 


‘ The honour of reftoring this church to its former fplendor, 
was referved for John Hacket, prefented to his fee in 1661. On 
the very next day after his arrival, he fet his coach-horfes, with 


teams, to remove the rubbifh; and in eight years time arg 
the 
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the cathedral to its prefent beautiful ftate, at the expence of twenty. 


thoufand pounds ; one .thoufand of which was the gift of the 
dean and chapter; the reft was done either at his own charge, 
or by benefactions refulting from -his own folicitations. He died 


in 1670. A very handfome tomb was ereéted in the choir to his» 
memory, with his effigies laid recumbent on it, with a mitre on 


his‘head, and in his epifcopal drefs. 

‘ The weft front is of great elegance, adorned with the richeft 
fculpture, and, till of late, with rows of ftatues of prophets, 
kings of Judah, &c. and, above all, a very bad one of Charles II. 
who had contributed to the repair’of the church, by a liberal gift 
of timber. This ftatue was the work of a fir William Wilton, 
originally a mafon from Sutton Coldfield, who, after marryinga 
rich wife, arrived at the dignity of knighthood. 

‘ The fculptures round the dodrs were very elegant ; but time, 
or violence, hath greatly impaired their beauty. 

‘ James II. when duke of York, beftowed on this church the 
magnificent weft window. The fine painted glafs was given of 
late years, by dean Addenbrook. 3 

‘ The northern door is. extremely richin fculptured mouldings : 
three of foliage, and three of {mall figures in ovals. In one of 
the loweit is reprefented a monk baptizing a perfon kneeling be- 
fore him. Probably the former is intended for St. Chad ; the lat- 
ter for Wulferus. It is a misfortune, that the ornaments of this 
cathedral are made of fuch friable ftone, that what fanaticifm has 
fpared, the weather has impaired. . 

‘ In the front are two fine f{pires, and a third in the centre, B 
a vaft height, and fine proportion. 

‘ The roef was till of late covered with lead, but grew fo 
greatly out of repair, that the dean and chapter were obliged to 
fubftitute {lates inftead of metal, on account of the narrow re- 
venues left to maintain this venerable pile ; and, after the ftricteft 
ceconomy, they will be under the necefflity of contributing from 
their own income, in order to complete their plan. The ex- 
cellent order that all the cathedrals I have vifited are in, does 
great credit to their members; who fpare nothing from their 
own incomes to render them not only decent, but elegant. 

‘ The body is lofty, fupported by pillars formed of numbers 


of flender columns, with neat foliated capitals. Along the walls 


of the ailes are rows of falfe arches, in the Gothic ftyle, with a 
feat beneath. 
‘ The upper rows of windows, in the body, are of an uncom- 
mon form,. being triangular, including three circles in each. 
‘ In each tranfept are two places, formerly chapels; at prefent 
confiftory courts, and the vicar’s veftry-room. 
‘ The choir merits attention, on account of the elegant fculp- 
ture about the windows, and the embatiled gallery that runs be- 
neath them, On each fide are fix ftlatues, now much mutilated, 
laced in beautiful Gothic niches, and richly painted. The firft 
On. the leftis St. Peter; the next is the Virgin; thethird is Mary 
Vor. LIV. Of, 1782. S Mag. 
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Magdalene, with one leg bare, to denote her legendary wantom.- 
nefs, ‘The other three are St. Philip, St. James, and St. Chrif- 
topher, with Chrift on his fhoulders. 

‘ The beauty of this choir is much impaired by the impropriety 
of arich altar-piece, of Grecian architecture, terminating this 
elegant Gothic building. : 

* Behind this is St. Mary’s chapel, with a ftone fkreen, the 
moft elegant which can be imagined, embattled at top, and 
adorned with feveral rows of Gothic niches, of moft exquifite 
workmanfhip ; each formerly containing a fmall ftatue. Beneath 
them are thirteen, ftalls, with Gothic work over each. In this 
chapel are nine windows, more narrow, lofty, and of more ele- 


gant work than any of the others ; three on each fide, and three 
at the end.’ 


The following curious anecdote, which our author has given 
in his account of Northampton, is, we believe, not much 


known ; we recommend it, therefore, to the perufal of our 
readers. 


‘ I muft not omit mention, fays Mr. Pennant, of the fhort- 
lived univerfity which exiftedin this town ; and which arofe from. 
_ the following occafion :—In 1238, Otho, the pope’s legate, hap- 

pened to vifit the univerfity of Oxford, and took his refidence at 
the neighbouring convent of Ofney. He was one day refpectfully 
waited on by the ftudents ; who were infolently refuted admittance 
by the Italian porter. At length, after intolerable provocation 
m the clerk of the kitchen, a Welfh ftudent drew his bow, 
and fhot him dead. The refentment of government, and the 
fear of punifhment, caufed the firft feceffion of the ftudents to 
Northampton, and other places. In fucceeding years frefh riots 
arofe, and occafioned farther migrations. At length, thefe mi- 
grations were made under fanétion of the king ; who imagined 
that the difturbances arofe from the too great concourfe of fcho- 
lars to one place. It is faid, that not fewer than fifteen thou- 
fand itudents fettled in this town. Whether from refentment of 
former proceedings againft them, or from the ufual diflike youth 
has to governing powers, they took the part of the barons. They 
formed themfelves into companies, had their diftinguifhing ban- 
‘ner, and, when Henry III. made his attack on Northampton, 
proved by far his moit vigorous opponents. After the king had 
made himfelf matter of the place, he determined to hang.every 
ftudent; but being at length appeafed, he permitied them to re- 


turn to Oxford, under the conduct of Simon Mountford, and: 
abolifhed the univerfity of Northampton.’ 


In our traveller’s account of the piftures at Caftle Afhby,. 
the feat of the Comptons, in Northamptonfhire, we have a 
remarkable digreffion concerning fir Stephen Fox. As this is 
a name which cannot be mentioned at the prefent junciure 


with- 





XUM 








Pennant’s Journey from Chefter. ~ 259 


without attracting immediate notice, our patriot-readers will, 
we hope, liften with attention to Mr. Pennant whilft he fays, 
p- 314, of this work, 


‘That favourite of fortune fir Stephen Fox, is reprefented 
fitting, in a long wig and night-gown : a good-looking man. He 
was the fon of a private family in Wilthhire, but raifed himfelf by 
the moft laudable of means, that of merit. After the battle of 
Worcefter, in which his elder brother was engaged, he fled with 
him to France, and was entertained by Henry lord Percy, then 
lord chamberlain to our exiled monarch. To young Fox was 
committed the whole regulation of the houfehold; ** who,” as 
lord Clarendon obferves, ‘* was well qualified with the languages, 
and all parts of clerkihip, honefty, and difcretion, as was necef- 
fary for fuch a truft ; and indeed his great induftry, modefty, and 
prudence, did very much contribute to the bringing the family, 
which for fo many years had been under no government, into 
very good order.” On the Retftoration he was made clerk of 
the green cloth ; and on the raifing of the two regiments, the 
firft of the kind ever known, he was appointed paymafter, and 
foon after paymafter-general to all the forces in England. In 
1679, he was made one of the lords of the Treafury ; and inthe 
fame year, firft commiffioner in the office of mafter of the horfe ; 
and in 1682, had intereft to get his fon Charles, then only twenty- 
three years old, to be appointed fole paymafter of the forces, and 
himfelf, in 1684, fole commiffioner for mafter of the horfe. 
James If. continued to him every kind of favour ; yet fir Stephem 
made a very eafy tranfition to the fucceeding prince, and enjoyed 
the fame degree of courtly emolument. James thought he might 
have expected another return from this creation of the Sruarts : 
accordingly excepted him in his aét of grace, on the intended in- 
vafion of 1692. 

‘ Sir Stephen made a noble ufe of the gifts of fortune: he re- 
built the church of Farly, his native place; built an hofpital 
there for fix poor men, and as many poor women ; erected a cha- 

el there, and handfome lodgings for the chaplain, and endowed 
it with 1881. a-year: he founded in the fame place a charity- 
{chool; he built the chancel of a church in the north of Wilt- 
fhire, which the rector was unable to do. He alfo built the 
church of Culford in Suffolk, and pewed the cathedral of Sa- 
lifoury : but his greateft act was the founding of Chelfea Hofpital, 
which he firft projected, and contributed thirteen thoufand pounds 
towards the carrying on; alleging, that he “ could not bear to 
fee the common foldiers, who had fpent their {trength in our fer- 
vice, beg at our doors.” 


‘ He married his fecond wife in 1703, when he was feventy-_ 


fix years of age, and had by her two fons: Stephen, late earl of 
Iichefter ; and Henry, late lord Holland. His happinefs con- 
tinued to his laft moment; for he died, without experiencing the 
ufual infirmities of eighty-nine, in Oftober 5716.’ ! 
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The hiftory of this family fince the year 1716 would, per- 
haps, be ftill more entertaining. 


Our lait quotation from this work fhall be an-odd medley of 
Englifh and’ Latin on the tomb of John Ackworth, ma in 
Luton Church, which runs thus : 


* O man, who eer thow be, timor mortis fhulde trouble the ; 
For when thou beeft wenyft, 
Veniet te 
Mors fuperare 
And fo-.------ grave grevys 
Ergo mortem memorare 
JFefa mercy: Lady helpe: Fe/u mercy.” 

This volume is ornamented with two and twenty plates of 
Gothic buildings, gates, feats, monuments, &c. moft of them 
tolerably well executed by Griffiths and others. 

Though we admire Mr. Pennant as a curious inveftigator, 
an excellent antiquary, and an inftruétive traveller, juftice 
obliges us to fay, that we cannot always commend him as a 
correct and elegant writer, as in fome parts of our author’s 
journey, a quaintnefs of expreflion*, with an inaccuracy of ftyle, 
obfcure the good fenfe, and throw a fhade over the merits of 
this ufeful and ingenious performance ; which, notwithftand- 
ing, we would advife every gentleman who fets out for Chef- 
ter, or is coming thence, to purchafe, efpecially if he 
travels alone, as he will be fufficiently entertained by Mr. 
Pennant, and need not advertife for an agreeable companion 
in a poft-chaife. 





A Sele& Colle&ion of Poems : with Notes, biographical and hifto- 
rical. vols. ¥. VI. VII, and VIII. it2mo. 10s. in Boards. 
Nichols. 


ie often happens, that not above one part in four of the works 
of our minor poets, (which, we think, is a charitable compu- 
tation,) will bear a fecond reading ; the confequence of which 





* Mr. Pennant’s advertifement, prefixed to this book, concludes 
thus : 

‘ Public! {mile on what is right ; candidly convey correétion of 
what is wrong.” 

He calls the Duke of Bridgwater ¢ an ufeful peer,” and fays he 
was happy in finding a genius fuch as Brindley, cotemporary to his 
great deligns. 

Speaking of the monument of fir Edward Bagot, he obferves ¢ it is 
mural, and fupercedes the ten commandments, being placed over the 

ltar.” 
Having eccafion to mention a certain village, he fays, ‘it was 
anciently full of gentlemen's feats, a moft ufeful fpecies of popula- 
tion to the poor, whofe diftretles feldom fail reaching the ears of 
mediocr ity, but whofe cries rarely attain the ears of greatnels,’ 
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muft be, that the whole is quickly buried in oblivion, as 


_ few chufe to buy a volume for the fake of two or three pages : 


the editor therefore who, with tafte and judgment, difentan- 
gles the flowers from the weeds, and tranfplants them into a 
new and neat garden, undoubtedly merits approbation and 
encouragement.—Such has been the defign and employment 
of Mr. Nichols: he has, with great affiduity and difcernment, 

fele&ted from various writers, this very pleafing collection 
of poems, which is -completed in eight volumes. The 
four laft, now before us, carry with them the fame-marks of 
the editor’s accuracy and judgment as the former. The bio- 
graphical notes fubjoined make no inconfiderable addition to 
the entertainment of the reader, and form a kind of hiftorical 
detail of the progrefs of poetry. Mr. Nichols has likewife en- 
riched his work with a number of original poems, among 
which he has treated us with fome of his own. 


Of thofe compofitions which make their, firft appearance in 
this collection, and confequently have that firft of all attrac- 
tions, novelty, to recommend them, the following are perhaps 
the moft worthy of attention. 


A poetical Epiftle by Mr. Browne, to himfelf, not in his Works. 


‘ Well, this poetic itch creeps on, 
Dodfley adepts you all his own. 
Firft, Phoebe gave the lucklefs hint, 
Now, your Epiftles flare in print ; 
This week, on every ftall they lie 
Difplay’d ; the next beneath a pie 
Inftead of purple and the coif, 
Curll prints your works, and writes Your life. 
If Meevius feribble, ’tis to feed 

A bard infpir’d by daring need : 

But, having wherewithal to dine, 

What vengeance damns thee to the Nine ? 
You write to pleafe—a tafk indeed !— 

Tafte differs, juftas men who read : 

This loves an eafy line, and that 

Deems all that is not glaring, flat. 

Some, wit and thought can fearce endure ; 
Swift is too vulgar, Pope obfcure ; 

Whim, weather, envy, party, {pite, 

Sit heavy on the tribe that write ; 

Sad lot of authors ! vain your toil! 

Away with all your midnight oil! 

Your charity to human kind ; 


Who holds a taper to the blind ? 
S 3 A poet, 


; 
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A poet, wrapt in fong fublime, 

Suits not our fublunary clime ; 

Few are endued with eagle eyes, 

To mark his progrefs though the fkies ; 
And when he wings his lofty flight, 

He perifhes from vulgar fight. 

Yet, fpite of folly or caprice, 

Suppofe (’tis but hypothefis) 

Your Mufe could win her way to praife, 
And Chefterfield approve the lays; 


Now fudden wreaths your temples crown, 


Proclaim’d a poet—about town, 

Thee, toa{ts admire, and peers carefs ; 
Frail and fallacious happinefs ! 

Peers treat their poets as their whores, 
Enjoy, then turn them out of doors ; 
For wit (if always in your power) 

Is but a cordial for an hour : 

Shown like a frefh imported ape, 

A while you fet the town agape ; 

Beaux, belles, and captains, form a ring, 
To fee the new facetious thing; 

‘This happy minion of the Nine, 

We wonder when he means to fhine ; 
Fool ! would you prattle, séte a téte, 
With all the fair and all the great ; 
Mark whom their favours are beftow’d on, 
Cibber, and Heidegger, and Boden. 
Poets are arbiters of fame : 

‘True, but who loves or fears a name ? 

Is it for fame fir —— — — 

For fame that — — — — — 

Such hate a poet, or defpife ; 

Their profpeé in oblivion lies. 

Search far and wide where Virtue dwells, 
In camps, or colleges, or cellg¥, 

Heroes alike, and bards, inftead 

Of panegyrick, figh for bread. 

Or call forth all the powers of fable, 
Defcribe a ftatefman juft and able, 

Who, fkill’d in play, difdains to pack, 
What will yougain ? the butt of fack ? 
Let Colley fing, in numbers meet, 

Our leagues and wars, and Spithead fleet : 
Satire be thine, a flowery field, 

Yet has a ferpent oft conceal’d, 

A jury finds your words in print, 

But Curlls interpret what is meant. 
Grant it were fate, not Oldham’s. ftorm 
Of fatire could a foul reform. 
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‘To curb the time, can poets hope, 

Peter but fneers, though lafh’d by Pope. 
Would you from dice or pox reclaim, 
Brand this or that flagitious name : 

What boots it, fharpers and intriguers ? 

But afk, were Chartres, Oldfield, beggars ? 
No, born for modern imitation, 

Worthies that throve in their vocation. 
Not e’en thy Horace, happy bard, 

Was by the barren Mufe preferr’d, _ 
While yet a friend to freedom hearty, 

An honeft, but a ftarving party. 

He pafs’d for but a fimple wretch, 

And lov’d his bottle and acatch: . 

He deem’d himfelf no very wife-man, 
Nor aim’d at better than excife-man ; 

To breeding had fuch poor pretence, 

Mott thought he wanted common fenfe. 
Not courtly Athens, though polite 

As Paris, could improve the wight. 

Wheree’er he pafs’d, the mob was eager 
To laugh at fo grotefque a figure, 

Yet Horace o’er the fparkling bowl, 
I grant, had talents br a droll; 

. And hence, though fprung from dunghill earth, 
He pleas’d the courtiers with his mirth ; 
Next wifely ventur’d to renounce 
His principles, and rofe at once, 

Rofe from a bankrupt to the fum 

Of human happinefs—a plumb ! 

Then drank, and revel’d, and grew big, 
Yet ftill an aukward dirty pig, 

} Lo! then the people felt his gall, 

’Twas ‘ Sturdy beggars, damn ye all !” 

Mindlefs of others love or fpite, 

He car’d not, fo he pleas’d the knight ; 

And wrote, and wrote, as was the fafhion, 

To praife the knight’s adminiitration. 

Nay once, all worldly zeal fo warm is, 

He wrote in praife of ftanding armies. 

Such arts your dazzling Horace grew by, 

Such might have mate an arrant booby.’ 


After thefe verfes, by the celebrated Ifaac Hawkins Browne, 
Mr. Nichols has inferted three epigrams by the fame author, 
never before printed ; two of which being very dull, he might 


have omitted, without injury to the collection. The third 
rwas thus; 
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Oz Dr. Young’s Night-Thoughts, on Life, Death, and Immor. 
tality. 
His /ife is lifelefs, and his death fhall die, ~ 
And mortal is his immortality. 


This is not a bad epigram, though ill-founded. Browne’s rea- 
fon for not publithing it probably was, becaufe he nen 
few would acknowlege it to be true. 

Our next extraét fhall be an elegant little poem, by the 
ingenious Mr. Byrom. 


Yo Henry Wright, of Mobberly, Efq. on buying the Pidure of 
F. Malebranche. 


¢ Well, dear Mr. Wright, I mutt fend you a line ; 
The purchafe is made, Father Malebranche is mine. 
The adventure 1s paft, which I long’d to atchieve, 

And 1’m fo overjoy’d, you will hardly believe. 

If you will but have patience, I'll tell you, dear friend, 
The whole hiftory out from beginning toend. ~ 
Excufe the long tale ; I could talk, Mr. Wright, 
About this fame picture from morping till night. 

‘ The morning it lower’d like the morning in Cato, 
And brought on, methought, as important a day too ; 
But about ten o’olock it began to be clear ; 

And the fate of our capital piece drawing near, 

Having fupp’d off to breakfatt fome common decoction, 
Away trudges 1] in all hafte to the auétion ; 

Should have call’d upon you, but the weaver committee 
Forbad me that pleafure ;—the more was the pity. 

¢ The clock ftruck eleven as I enter’d the room, 
Where Rembrant and Guido ftood waiting their doom, 
With Holben and Rubens, Van Dyck, Tintoret, 
Jordano, Pouflin, Carlo Dolco, et cet. 

When at length in the corner perceiving the Pere, 

Ha, quoth Ito his face, my old friend, are you there ? 
And methought the face finil’d, juft as tho’ it would Jays 
What you ’re come, Mr. Byrom, to fetch me away ! 

¢ Now before I had time to return it an anfwer, 
Comes a fhort-hander by, Jemmy Ord was the man, fir, 
So, Doctor, good morrow: fo Jemmy, bon jour: 

Some rare pitures here :—fo there are to be fure : 

Shall we look at fome of em? with all my heart, Jemmy ; 
So I walk’d up and down, and my old pupil wi’me. 
Making ftill fuch remarks as our wifdoms thought proper, 
Where things were hit off in wood, canvas, or copper. 

¢ When at length about noon Mr. Auctioneer Cox, 
With his book and his hammer,: mounts into his box ; 
Lot the firft—number one—then advanc’d his upholder 
With Malebranche :' fo Atlas bore Heaven on his fhoulder, 


Then 
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Then my heart, fir, it went pit-a-pat, in good footh, 
To fee the fweet face of the fearcher of truth: 
Ha, thought I to myfelf, if it coft me a milion, 
This right honeft head then fhall grace my pavilion. 

¢ Thus ftood lot the firft both in number and worth, 
If pictures were priz’d for the men they fet forth : 
I’m fure to my thinking, compar’d to this number 
Moft lots in the room feem’d to be but meer lumber. 
The: head then appearing, Cox left us to fee’t, 
And fell to difcourfing concerning the feet, 
*¢ So long, and fo broad—’tis a very fine head — 
Pleafe to enter it, gentlemen”—was all that he faid. 

¢ Had I been in his place, not a ftreke cf an hammer 
Till the force had been tried beth of rhetorick and grammar ; 
«¢ A very fine head!”~-had thy head been as fine, 
All the heads in the houfe had veil’d bonnets tothine: 
Net a word whofe it. was —but in fhort ’twasan head— 
s¢ Put it up what you pleafe”—and fo fomebody faid, 
Half a piece—and fo on—for three pout nds and a crown, 
To fum up my good fortune, I fetch’d bim me down. 

‘ There were three or four bidders, I cannot teil whether, 
But they never could come two upon me together ; 


‘For as foon as one fpoke, then immediately pup 


T advance’d fomething more, fear the hammer thould drop. 
J confider’d, fhould Cox take a whim of a fudden, 
What a hurry it would put a man’s Lancafhire blood in ! 
Once—twice—three pound five -- fo. Nemine con. 
Came an abfolute rap — and thrice happy was John. 
‘¢ Who bought it ?” quoth Cox. ‘* Here’s the money,” 
quoth I. 
Still willing to make the fecureft reply : 
And the fafeft receipt that a body can truft 
For preventing difputes is—down with your duft! 
So I bought it, and paid for’t, and boldly | fay, 
’ Twas the beit purchafe made at Cadogan’s that day ; 
The works the man wrote are the finett in nature, 
And a moft clever piece is his genuine portraiture. 
‘ Forthe reft of the pictures, and how they were fold, 
To others there prefent, I leave to be told: 
They feem’d to go off, as at moft other fales, 
Juftas folks’ money, judgment, or fancy prevails ; 
Some cheap and fome dear ; fuch an image as this 
Comes a trifle to me: and an odd w ooden Swifs 
Wench’s head, God knows who —forty-cight guineas—if her 
Grace of Marlborough likes it—fo fancy will differ. 
¢ When the bufinefs was over, and the crowd iomewhat 
one, 
Whip into a coach I convey number one, 
Drive along, honeft friend, faft as e’er you can pn ; 
So he did, and ’tis now fafe and found at Gray’s- Inn: 


Done 





265 Nichols’s fele&@ Collection of Poems. 


Done at Paris, it fays, from the lite by one Gery, | 
Who that was I can’t tell, but I with his heart merry $ 
In the year ninety-eight, fixty juft from the birth 
Of the greateft divine, that e’er liv’d upon earth. 

.¢ And now, if fome evening, when you are at lerfure, 
You'll come and rejoice with me over my tregfure, 
With a friend or two with you, that will in free fort 
Let us mix metaphyficks and fhort-hand and port, 
We'll talk of his book, or what elfe you’ve a mind, 
‘Take a glafs, ‘read or write, as we fee we’re inclin’d : — 
Such friends and fuch freedom ! what can be more clever ? 
Huzza! Father Malebranche and Short-hand for ever.’ 


Though there are fome pieces in this collection whicly have 
no claim to a place in it, and which perhaps might better have 
remained in their original obfcurity, the ingenious editor has, 
for the moft part, fo well mixed and digefted his matter, that 


every feparate volume contains fomething to fix the atten- 
tion of his readers. 


But, whilft we are doing juftice to Mr. Nichols as an editor, 
Tet us not forget him as a post, a name which he feems not un- y 
ambitious of ; and to which the following lines, extracted from 
his Soliloquy on Happinefs (vol. viii. p. 145,) muft give him 
a title. 


¢ Say, are the paths of fcience thofe of blifs ? 
Can learning’s lore be thine, fweet Happinefs ? 
Oh ! let me climb the fteep Pierian rocks ; 
The fummit of th’ Olympic-Mount attain ; 
Or lave in cryftal ftreams, where dwell the nymphs 
Of bland Aonia ? Let me contemplate 
The page Platonic! or, enraptur’d, foar, : 
Where Newton leads, to realms etherial, bright ; \ 
With mild effulgence ! Let me fcan the paths 
Of devious comets, or the {plendid forms 
Of planets ftation’d ! Let me join the train 
Of iages, bards, philofophers! purfue 
The tracks of fcientific fkill! explore 
The fcenes capacious of my native globe, 
The feat of Nature ! if in thofe delights 
Thou, dear Felicity, wilt fhare; if thou | 
Wilt aid my labours !—But, alas! Content 
Wears not the academic garb; the fource 
Of many a toilfome thought! where every ftretch 
Of knowledge paints th” afcent more difficult ! 
Whither 1f kind Minerva’s foftering hand 

A favourite votary fhould perchance direét, 
Aloof he ftands, and, ftruck with wild amaze, 
Views the drear blank beneath him! In the void, 
No foul congenial to divert his toil ! 
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Painful pre-eminence !— Above the world '— 
Above life’s greateft joys !— Above himfelf !— 

¢ Ah! why thus coy, thou elevated good, 
Thou blifs primeval !— Teach me, brighteit nymphs 
Thy fecret haunts ; thy lov’d retreats reveal ; 
Unveil thy radiant beauties ; and difclofe 
The fprings which lead the wandering foul to thee ! 
Yes, fair Rn I catch thy pleafing {mile, 

And ftand correéted !—With enraptur’d heart, 
Thy mandates I obey—and plainly trace 
Thy veftige in the “* human foul divine !” 

¢ Hail! Source of every pleafure, every joy ! 
For thou art pleafure ; and without thy charms 
Creation’s bounds would prove a lifelefs fpace !—~ 
Like the mild fhower, thy bounties, unperceiv’d, 
Shed their kindinfluence! Whilft the effe@& we teel, 
The fource we fee not !—Loift in deep amaze, 

In vain we fearch; yet, grateful, own the hand 
Of Providence benign, whofe wife decree 
Prefides o’er every deed ; whofe gracious will 
j Ordains fuch comforts for the finful race 
Of man—repentant !—Comforts, which, on earth, 
Anticipate th’ expeéted joys of heaven !’ 

It is obfervable, with regard to the poems inferted’ in this 
collection, that they are not ranged according to the order of 
time in which they were written. The verfes publithed within 
thefe few years are fucceeded by others compofed in the lait 
century ; and a copy on the death of Frederick Prince of 
Wales immediately follows an imitation of Chevy-Chace, 
written fo lately as in 1773.— Would it not have been better, 


and more agreeable to the reader, if the poems had been 
placed in a chronological feries ? 





Thoughts on Hunting. A new Edition. By Peter Beckford, 
-  Efq. 4t0. 75 6d in Boards. Elmfley. 


ie is not improbable that a reclufe reviewer and an 
active hunter may differ in opinion on this fubjeé&t: but we 
have not forgot the feelings which the chace has excited: we 
can ftill glory with the hunter in his triumphs, and repine 
with him in his difappointments. It muft, however, be al- 
lowed, that the encomiums on hunting have been exaggerated; 
and the language, which other times and different circum- 
ftances have ditated, is ftill, with fomeimpropriety retained. 
The warlike contender with the ‘native favage of the woods, - 
whofe recreations were the image of war, and whofe common 
pleafures were attended with hair-breadth ’fcapes from bogs 
and precipices, as well as from his tufky prey, is yet a hunt- 
er, as well as the Italian fribble, whofe aim is only to enfnare 
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a few timid fmall birds. If the fox-hunter approaches ‘more 
nearly to the firft than the courfer to the fecond, yet it. muft 
ftill be allowed, that this heroic, this man/y amufement, has 
loft it-horrors and its dangers; and that the fubfequent ex- 
cefles of the table are more generally fatal than the toils of 
the chace. We mean not to depreciate this diverfion, but 
would only infinuate that every horfeman, who follows a pack 
of hounds, has no right to that elevated character which dif- 
_ tinguifhed the hunter of the boar, or the purfuer of the wolf. 

The prefent author has given us a fyftematic-detail of what 
may be ftyled.‘ the art of hunting.’ ‘The internal regula- 
tions of the kennel, the education of his hounds, Pty even 
the qualities which fhould diftinguifh the huntfman, claim his 
attention. His directions are in general well founded; he 
avows his predilections, and is aware of their biafs. That he 
has faults, however, even in his condu& as a hunter, and in 
his attempts as a writer, muft be allowed; but neither are of 
confequence enough for an extenfive criticifm. His language 
is fometimes too diffufe, and ‘his direétions too. much fcatter- 
ed, in confequence of the epiftolary form of writing. This 
frequently occafions ambiguity; and we would particularly 
mention, as examples of this error, his direétions for the time 

‘and method of introducing young hounds, as they feem to re- 
quire fome compreffion, and a little more clearnefs, before 
they can be readily comprehended or prattifed. 

In this fecond edition, the author has avowed his name, 
and endeavoured to clear himfelf from the charges brought, by 
certain critics, againft his humanity. He appeals to his 
brother fportfmen for his acquittal of this crime; but we mnft 
object to this jury, as we think it is notentirely impartial. We 
fhall give our opinion candidly and explicitly. The conduct 
of fportfmen is, in general, very erroneous in this refpec ; 
they are guilty of much wanton cruelty to their affiftants, 
their faithful attendants in the chafe.. Thofe, who are inat- 
tentive to the conduct of their fervants, tacitly allow it ina 
greater degree; for the dogs fuffer both for the fervants faults 
and theirown. Our author, in many places, reprehends this 
conduct, and as a /port/man, is HUMANE; but we fear that 
he will ftill be found defective, if tried at a higher bar; and 
that what is humanity, when compared with the ufual pro- 
ceedings, may ftill, when feparately confidered, be not with- 
out a thare of error.—Mr. Beckford is generally ‘ at fault’ 
in philofophical difcuffions. His account of fcentis * puzzled 
in mazes, and perplexed with errors.’ We fhall endeavour to 
afift him. The particles which efcape from the hunted 
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prey, give the hounds notice of the trae through which he 
has paffed ; but it is evident, that thefe muft remain diftin& 
and feparate, in order to be perceived. Both water and 
air will abforb, and wind will difperfe them; if the ground 
is not very wet, if the air diffolves with difficulty, and if 
there is fome.tenacity in the foil which will retain thefe par- 
ticles, and prevent the ordinary motions of the air from dif- 
perfing the efuvia, the fcent then, in the f{portf{man’s phrafe, 
will lie. 'Thefe views require little explanation, they are ob- 
vious to the fenfes, and may be eafily noticed. We need 
{carcely explain the power by which air, diffolves water; this 
operation certainly exifts, and though it may not be the fole 
caufe of evaporation, certainly influences it, in fome degree. 
The oily particles probably difappear in confequence of a fi- 
milar change; the drying of the ground, therefore, will give 
a pretty certain indication of the operation of this caufe; and 


our author has himfelf mentioned another; viz. the {mell of 


the hounds, when they come out of the kennel. 

The ftyle is in general eafy and agreeable; it abounds with 
lively turns and appofite ftories. As a {pecimen we fhall infert 
his defcription of the fox-chace; it contains thofe circum- 
ftances which are within the bounds of probability, not fuch 
as will conftantly happen. It is not plentifully interfperfed 
with halloos, for he remarks * that the writing a halloo ap- 
pears to him, almoft as difficult as penning a whifper.’ 

¢ The hour in the morning, moft favourable to the diverfion, 
is certainly an early one ; nor do I think IJ can fix it better than 
to fay, the hounds fhould be at the cover at fun-rifing. Let us 
fuppote that we are arrived at the cover fide.— 

‘ Now let your huntfman throw in his hounds as quietly as he 
can, and let the two whippers-in keep wide of him on either hand, 
fo that a fingle hound may not efcape them ; let them be atten- 
tive to his halloo, and be ready to encourage, or rate, as that di- 
rects ; he wiil, of courfe, draw up the wind, for reafons which 
I fhall give in another place —Now, if you can keep your bro- 
ther fportfmen in order, gnd put any difcretion into them, you 
are iniuck; they more frequently do harm than good : if it be 
poffible, erfuade thofe who with to: halloo the fox off, to itand 
quiet tii the cover fide, and on no account to halloo him too 
foon : if they do, he moft certainly will turn back again: could 
you entice them all into thecover, your fport, in all ‘probability, 
would not be the worfe for it. 

‘ How well the hounds fpread the cover! The huntfman you 
fee is quite deferted, and his horfe, which fo lately hada crowd 
at his heels, has not now one attendant left. - How fteadily they 
draw! You hear not a fingle hound; yet none are idle. [s not 


this better than'to be fubject to continual difappointment, from 


the eternal babbiing of unfleady hounds ? 
‘ How 
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_ * Hew mufical their tongues !—Now as they get nearer to 
him, how the chorus fills! —Hark! he is found.—Now, where ~ 
are all your forrows, and your cares, ye gloomy fouls! Orwhere 
our pains and aches, ye complaining ones ! One halloo has dif- 
pelled them all.— What a crafh they make ! and Echo feemingly 
takes pleafure to repeat the found. The aftonifhed traveller forfakes 
his road, lured by its melody ; the liftening plowman now ftops 
his plow ; and every diftant fhepherd neglects his flock, and runs 
to fee him break.— What joy ! what eagernefs in every face! 

¢ Mark how he runs the cover’s utmoft limits, yet dare not 
venture forth ; the hounds are fill too near !—That check is 
lucky !— now, if our friends head him not, he will foon be off— 
Hark ! they halloo—by G--d he’s gone ! 

¢ Now huntfinan get on with the head hounds ; the whipper- 
in will bring on the others after you; keep an attentive eye on the 
leading hounds, that, fhould the fcent fail them, you may know 
at leaft how far they brought it, | 

¢ Mind Galloper, how he leads them !—It is‘difficult to diftin. 
guifh which is firft, they run in fuch a ftile; yet 4eis the fore- 
moft hound.—The goodnefs of his nofe is not lefs excellent than 
his {peed : — how he carries the {cent ! and whem he lofes it, fee 
how eagerly he flings to recover it again !—'There — now he’s at 
head again !—See how they top the hedge !—Now, how they 
mount the hill !—Obferve what a head they carry; and fhew me, 
if you can, one fhuffle, or fkirter amongft them all: are they not 
like a parcel of brave fellows, who when they engage in an under- 
taking, determine to fhare its fatigue, and ics dangers, equally 
amongit them ? 

It was then the fox I faw, as we came down the hill ;—thofe 
crows directed me which way to look, and the fheep ran from him 
as he paffed along. ‘The hounds are now on the very fpot, yet 
the fheep ftop them not, for they dafh beyond them. Now fee 
with what eagernefs they crofs the plain !—Galloper no longer 
keeps his place, Brufher takes it—fee how he flings for the fcent, } 
and how impetuoufly he runs !—How eagerly he took the lead, 
and hew he ftrives to keep it—yet Victor comes up apace.—He 
reaches him !—See what an excellent race it is between them! 
—I{t is doubtful which will reach the cover firft.—How equally 
they run !—how eagerly they itrain ! néw Victor, —Victor!—Ah! 
Brufher, you are beaten ; Victor firft tops the hedge.—See there ! 
fee how they all take it in their ftrokes !—The hedge cracks with 
their weight ; fo many jump at once. 

¢ Now haftes the whipper in to the other fide of the cover; he 
is right, unlefs he head the fox.—Liften !—the hounds have 
turned. —They are now in two parts :— The fox has been headed 
back, and we have changed at laft. 

' ¢ Now, my lad, mind the huntfman’s halloo, and ftop to 

thofe hounds which he encourages.—He is right!—that, doubt- 

lefs, is the hunted fox ;— now they are off again, 
* Ha 
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* Hat a check.—Now for a moment’s patience !—We prefstoo 
clofe upon the hounds !—Huntfman, ftand fill! as yet they want 


you not.—How admirably they fpread! how wide they catt! Is 


there a fingle hound that does not try ? if there be, never fhall he 
hunt again, There, Trueman is on the fcent—he feathers, yet 
ftill is doubtful —’tis right ! how readily they join him! See thofe 
wide cafting hounds, how they fly forward, to recover the ground 
they have loft!—Mind Lightning how fhe dafhes ; and Mungo, 
how he works! old Frantic too, now pufhes forward ; the knows, 
as wellas we, the fox is finking. 

Huntfman ! at fault at laft ? How far did you bring the fcent ? 
Have the hounds made their own caft ?—Now make yours. You 
fee that fheep-dog has been courfing the fox ;—get forward with 

our hounds, and make a wide caft. 

¢ Hark! that halloo is indeed a lucky one.—If we can hold 
him on, we may yet recover him; for a fox, fo much diftrefled, 
mutt ftop at laft. We now fhall fee if they will hunt as well as 
run; for there is but little fcent, and the impending cloud {till 
makes that little lefs. How they enjoy the fcent !—fee how bufy 
they all are, and how each in his turn prevails ! 

¢ Huntfman be quiet! whilft the fcent was good, you preffed 
on your hounds ;— it was well done: when they came to a check, 
you ftood fill, and interrupted them not :—they were afterwards 
at fault; you made your cait with judgment, and loft no time. You 
now muft let them hunt ;—with fuch a cold fcent as this, you can 
do no good ; they mutt doit all themfelves ;—lift them now, and 
not a hound will ftoop again.—Ha! a high road, at fuch a time 
as this, when the tendereft-nofed hound can hardly own the {cent ! 
—Another fault! That man at work, then, has headed back the 
fox.—Hunt{man! caft not your hounds now, you fee they have 
overtrun the fcent; have a little patience, and let them, for 
once, try back. 

‘ We now muft give them time ;—fee where they bend to- 
wards yonder furze brake—I wifh he may have ftopped there! 
— Mind that old hound, how he dafhes over the furze; I think 
he minds him.— Now for a freth cntapis /—Hark ! they halloo! 
—Ave, there he goes, . 

‘ It is nearly over with him; had the hounds caught view he 
muft have died.— He will hardly reach the cover ;—fee how they 
gain upon him at every ftroke !—It is an admirable race, yet the 
cover faves him. : 

‘ Now be quiet, and he cannot efcape us; we have the wind 
of the hounds, and cannot be better placed :—how fhort he runs 
—he is now in the very ftrongeft part of the cover.—What a 
crath! every hound is in, and every hound is running for him. 
That was-a quick turn !—again another !—he’s put to his lag 
fhitts.—Now Mifchief is at his heels, and ceath is not far off.— 

Ha! they all‘ftop at once ;—all filent, and yet no earth is open. 
Liften !—-now they are at him again !—-Did you hear that hound 
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catch view ? They had over-run the fcent, and the fox laid down 
behind them. ~ Now, Reynard, look to yourfelf!—How quick 
they all give their tongues !—Little Dreadnought, how he works 
him! the terriers too, they now are fqueaking at him.—How 
clofe Vengeance puriues ! ! how terribly the preffes !—it 1s juft up 
with him!—Gods! what a crafh they make; the whole wood 
refounds !—That turn was very fhort!—T here !—now !—aye, 
now they have him! Who—hoop !’ | 





Effays on Hunting. Containing a philofephical Enquiry into the 
Nature and Properties of the Scent; Ob/fervations on the differ- 
ent Kinds of Hounds, with the Manner of training them, Sc. 
8vo. 35. jewed. Robfon. . 


a BE iti work appears ‘ in a queftionable fhape.” ‘The Effays 

are confeffedly the produétion of a different period, though» 
now firft printed. ‘The letters on hare-hunting, which form 
more than half the volume, are added without a hint concern- 
ing the author, or the reafon of their appearance ; fo that an 
air of myftery env elopes the whole performance. : 

We have already given our opinion on the rank of the fox- 
hunter.— The purfuer of the hare, in the faireft manner; or 
the courfer, ‘have ftill lefs claim to the title of an active, manly 
fportfman.—But we fhall not agree in our mode of. eftima- 
tion ; and each muit appreciate his own amufements, accord- 
ing to his habits or his inclinations. ‘The Introduétion contains: 
a few reflexions on poachers, and a tranflation from Xenophon’s 
Cynegetica. Of this we can only obferve, that’much of. the 
tranflator’s merit is loft, by his chufing to adopt the technical 
language of the prefent day. -In fact, we fcarcely knew the 
fubject in its new ftyle, though we were well acquainted with 
the original; authors are not aware, that, by this peculiar 
dialeé&t, they difguf the greater number of their readers, and 
write only for batiers. who, with reverence be it fpoken, 
. are not the moft fhining literary characters of the age. 

The firft Effay on Scent we cannot ftyle philofophical ; in 
reality we have only a few defultory fatts, colleéted- with- 
out an object, and detailed without regularity. We have 
already given a very fhort, though very comprehenfive view, 
of the circumftances which influence the continuance of the 
fcent. It muft now be added from this author, for which we 
confefs our cbligations, that the weight of the air, when dimi- 
nifhed, will fometimes permit the particles to rife above the 
level of. the nofe: and that the fcent, left in their even- 
ing walks, will frequently be covered. by a hoar froft, and in 
fome meafure, realize the fable of the voice in Nova Zemblay, 
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by becoming fenfible again, on a thaw. The origin of thefe 
odorous, particles is left in obfcurity : our author feems to 
think it too mtricate for his inveftigation, and has mentioned it 
with that awful difidence that the ancient phyficians feemed to 
feel, when they talked of the to Sescy as the caufe of epidemics, 
We have, however, no doubt in declaring, that they arife from 
the perfpiration.——We fhall now have the whole cry of hunters 
open againft us, to laugh at our ignorance, or defpife our pre- 
faumption. They will tell us that hares never fweat, and that 
* itis a vulgar error to fuppofe that they have ever been feen 
in that ftate.? We fear however that, in the days of good 
king James, fome witches, or reputed witches, have fuffered 
for ‘being found in a fweat after the fquire has loft a hare ; 
forthis has been a prefumptive proof, that the good old lady 
had:‘affumed that fhape fora time, and deceived and mifled the 
moft refpectable men of the parifh. There are, notwithftand- 
ang, fomewhat better proofs. It is no reafon that perfpiration 
fhould not take place becaufe it is never perceived in its pro- 
per form. The fmell of a dog does not proceed from his 
breath, but from the fkin; and, in all animals, that have 
hairs, there is an evident oilinefs which preferves them in their 
proper ftate. Hares, alfo, near their end, but while yet ca- 
pable of breathing, lofe all fcent ; fo that a hare is often lof 
when ‘the is quite fatigued ; and a very flight knowlege of the 
animal oeconomy will tells us that, at that time, the perfpiration 
is entirely checked. If we yet want further proofs, Buffon has 
wmformed us that, after a hare has been loft, fhe has been again 
recovered, by perceiving a little cloud of vapor over the fpot 
where fhe has fat, and this has been attually feen, at the di- 
ftance of half a league. Thefe views, added to our former, 
will give a fufficiencly diftin€ account of this intricate fubject. 
It is entirely incompatible with our objet to purfue them to a 
greater extent. 

- Oar effayift then treats of the dog, our faithful attendant 
and conftant friend. He is confident in alleging that a// dogs 
are of the fame /pecies; but this affamed confidence does not. 
‘convince us of his courage, for no naturalift has ever oppofed 
the opinion. Linnzus and Buffon, who agree in little elfe, 
think the fame in this refpect; and the latter has given us a 
chart, comprehending all the varieties of this animal, from 
his fancied original the fheep-dog, adding the probable 
degree of its change, and the reafons of it. Though we 
have ftyled the original fancied, yet there is much reafon 
for agreeing in his opinion, though many of his arguments are 
vifionary. He finds, for inftance, that all the wild dogs, who 
gre either aborigines, or by want of cultivation have again de- 
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generated, are fimilar to the theep-dog ; but the fimilarity is 
only that of all animals of prey, a thin body, fharp eyes, and 
a heavy melancholy look: a better reafon is, that it is, in 
fome meafure, a mean between the chubby bull-dog and the 
delicate greyhound ; and if there muft have been an original, 
from which the reft have defcended, this is probably the ani- 
_mal. To thofe who cannot conceive how thefe-diverfities can 
have arifen, we fhall give a fhort view of his chart. All 
dogs, ds they advance in the temperate regions, grow more 
ftrong in their make, and lefs pointed in their nofes, till they 
feel the chilling cold of the artic circle, which has the fame 
effect on ali animals, viz. to prevent their arrival at any de- 
gree of perfection. The fhepherds dog, in the temperate 
climates, is chilled in the cold of Lapland, but continues nearly 
unchanged in Iceland, wolf, and Siberian dogs. In more 
civilized countries and warmer climates, it is the bull dog, the 
beagle, and Irifh greyhound. ‘The hound, in Spain and Bar- 

_ bary will become the fpaniel, and the water-dog; and the 
fpaniel, by cultivation, has been infinitely varied. In the 
North, the Irith greyhound becomes the great Danifh dog, and 
the Irifh dog; and, in the South, the common greyhound. 
The bull-dog in, Denmark becomes the little Danifh dog, and, 
in the warm parts of Afia, the Turkith dog without hair. 
Thefe are the chief varieties; M.Buffon has extended his chart, 

but this is fufficient for our purpofe, 
The two next Effays are on the horfe and the huntiman. In the: 


former, the proper ufeful hunter is diftinétly defcribed ; in the 


latter, he points out the conduét of the huntfman in the chace,. 
rather than gives directions for the choice of a fervant of this. 
kind. In thefe effays we meet with little real information. 

The Letters on Hunting feem to be the produéttion of a dif-. 
ferent pen. They are chiefly in praife of hare-hunting, with 
fome reflections on fox-hunters, which thefe gentlemen will 
feel feverely, and probably refent with afperity. We have al- 
ready exhibited a fox-hunt, let us now attend to the hare. 

~© In January, February, ‘and March, gentlemen hunt in fome 
parts till the twenty-fifth, they feat moft uncertain, and wander 
fuch a vaft circuit, an indifferent. huntfman may trail all day 
leng, and not ftarr. What adds to their uncertain forming, be- 
fides the feafon of bucking, is, they are fo liable, under warm, dry 
hedges and brambles, to be peftered with pifmires, or molefted 
with vipers, and fuch vermin, that they prefer the open fields 
and ploughed lands. 

‘ Let us imagine, that by this time the huntfman has cried fo- 
ho! Obferve how the heroes prefs together, and parley over the 
imagined victim. Pride of their eager hearts, and glory of the 
field ! How each (e’er the leaps from form) wifely epee 
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fize-or gender. The unexperienced youth, with eyes convulfed, 
and phyz diftort and pale, in imperfeét, hafty ftammers, pro- 
claims a flamming bitch; whilft fome graver fire (whom age and 
experience bid be pofitive) with paralytic nods, and afpeét four, 
portending contradiction, affirms fhe is {mall and young, learned 
fage! Others, in joyful confufion, amaze, and fufpence, fcarce 
diftinguifh whether it is a hare or not. The hunt{man, on whom 
for fuperior knowlege each dependent 1s, from maxims of his 
own, arbitrarily decides the fex. But to fuch wifeacres, who 
pretend with certaintyyfrom the whitenefs of one part, or rednefs 
of another, to diftinguifh buck from doe, it may be faid, there is 
but male and female ; and the man, who never faw a hare in his 
life, but declares his opinion at random, it is a tofs-up if he is 
not as often right as the wifeft of them. But to proceed, as we 
have imagined a fo-ho! we may as well fuppofe fhe is actually on 
foot. Hark! the hills and woods refound the loud acclaim. 

* Now the leaden-heeled hind and brawny peafant, with hob- 
nailed {hoone, labour o’er the clod ; the infect world tremble at 
their tread, the hardy woodman fpeeds from toil, the plowman 
quits the unfinifhed furrow ; all fcamper over the plain, multi- 
plying as they go. Soome armed with clubs or ftaves, in leath- 
ern jerkins clad; others the flail or dung-fork wield, and in 
frocks of white or azure hue (fuccinét for fpeed) terrific feem. 
Each generous heart difdains to lay behind. Now no diftin&ion 
rules. The king, the keifer, the lord, the hind fellows alike, 
and competitors in the field, Now huntfman lay in your dogs well, 
and rather whifper than bellow to them, till they undertake it, 
and go on full cry. Follow yourfelf at a due diftance, and, as 
occafion requires, recheatthem; if you havenota horn call them 
two or three times together, foftly! foftly! for nought but gene- 
ral emulation reigns, fire with fon, and fon with fire contend ; 
impetuous drive the dogs. Beware the unexperienced fportfman, 
whether on foot or horfeback, be fure check his forwardnefs, 
many people think a chief part of hunting confifts in hollowing 
loud, and running, or riding hard, but they are miftaken, and 
{uch perfons, gentle or fimple, muft not be offended if the huntf- 
man {wears at them ; he has aright to do fo. No tongue can be 
allowed but his, nor, at this time, no foot more forward than his 
own. 

‘ A clofenefs on the dogs, it is well known, hurries them too 
much, being apt of themfelves, in their firft heat of mettle, to over- 
fhoot the game. Many hours fad fport has happened from driv 
ing the hounds too faft, and confounding them with the hollow- 
ing of the company, or a noify blockhead of a huntfman or 
whipper-in. : 

‘ As pufs takes her circuit, judgment is often made of her 
gender. A buck gives fufpicion by beating the hard paths, ftoney 
highways, and taking a ring of a large extent in proportion to the 
compafs of his feed'and exercife, which may be gueffed at, from 
the quantity of ground the dogs trailed over. It being worthy of 
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Notice, that in the progrefs of the chace, a hare will go over great 
part of the trailed land, and vifit her works of the preceding night 
and morning, unlefs fhe takes endways, which ee a ring or fo, 
a buck is apt to do; and loiter a vaft way on frefh ground, with- 
out offering to return. , 

__ © The doe now and then doubles in a fhort {pace, and feldom 
holds anend, unlefs kni; or at the end of the feafon has kindled. 
At fuch times fhe often runs forward, and fcarce ever returns to 
cher young, or efcapes with life ; being naturally weak and unfit 
for fatigue.’ : 

But we will not fatigue our readers in this toilfome chace, the 
iiterary hunter will certainly prefer the fox-chace. The demon 
Fafhion, and the more dreadful {peétre Ennnui, we believe, im- 
pells each party, and many things are fo far fan@tified by cuf- 
tom, that, though we feel their galling chain, yet we dare not 
refift ; like Piftol with his leek, we execrate, yet we eat on. 


The fubjeét of Harriers is again difcuffed. Horace has faid, 
¢ Fortes creantur fortibus et bonis’; but Horace never bred 
beagles, for our author tells us, that, notwithftanding all our 
care and vigilance, ‘ litter after litter, fometimes prove falfe 
and degenerate, from as high-bred creatures as any in the 
kingdom.’ Whatever may be the effects of a change of cli- 
mate, in varying the fpecies, yet we find little permanent va- 
riety from a different culture. If we crofs the breed, and pro. 
cure dogs of peculiar qualifications, yet in a few races the pe- 
culiarity is again loft. It is an obfervation of Buffon’s, that 
dogs are-eight times farther from their original, than man 
from Adam ; for this reafon, that, in a given time, there are 
eight times as many races of the one, as of the other. In this 
~ way he alfo endeavours to account for the great number of va- 
rieties of this animal; but, if it had any effect, we could more 
plainly perceive itin hares and rabbits, who are remarkably 
prolific, and admit, if the beft naturalifts may be believed, 
of fuperfoetation. ‘There is however another method of vary- 
ing the kind, by effects of the imagination. We hall give the. 
ftory from our author, with this fingle obfervation, that thofe 
Who cax believe, will be very readily able to account for it. 

_ © Tajking with a learned phyfician (a great connoffleur in point- 
ing und fetting dogs) upon the fubject of puppies, he told the 
following marvellous tale of a bitch he had of the fetting kind. 

¢ As he travelled from Midhurft into Hampfhire, going through 
acountry village, the maftiffs and cur-dogs ran out barking, as ts 
ufual when gentlemen ride by fuch places ; among them he ob- 
ferved a little ugly pedlar’s cur particularly eager and fond of in- 
gratiating himfelf with the bitch. The doctor {topped to water 
upon the fpot, and whilft his horfe drank, eould not help re- 
_ marking how amorous the cur continued, and how fond and 
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eourteous the bitch feemed to her admirer ; but provoked in the 
end, to fee a creature of Phillis’s rank and breed, fo obfequious to 
fuch, mean addrefles, drew one of his piftols and fhot the dog dead 
on the fpot ; then alighted, and taking the bitch into his arms, 
canried her before him feveral miles. The Doétor relates farther, 
that madam, from that day, would eat little or nothing, having 
ina manner loft her appetite, fhe had no inclination to go abroad 
with her mafter, or come when he called ; but feemed to repine 
like a creature in love, and exprefs fenfible concern for the lofs 
of her gallant. ) 

‘ Partridge feafon came on, but the had no nofe; the Doctor 
did not take the bird before her. However, in procefs of time, 
Phillis waxed proud. The Doétor was heartily glad of it, and 
phyfically apprehended it would be a means of weaning her from 
all thoughts of her deceafed admirer ; accordingly he had her con- 


fined in due tinve, and warded by an admirable fetter of high 


blood, which the Doétor galloped his grey ftone-horfe forty:miles 
an end to fetch for the purpofe And, that no accident might 
happen from the careleffnefs of drunken, idle fervants, the charge 
was committed to a trufty old woman houfekeeper ; and, as ab- 
fence from patients would permit, the Doctor affiduoufly attend- 
ed the affair himfelf, But lo! when the days of whelping came, 
Phillis did not produce one puppy ,but what was, in all refpects, 
the very picture and colour of the poor dog he had fhot fo many 
months before the bitch was in heat. 

‘ This affair not more furprized than enraged the Doétor. For 
fome time he differed, almoft to parting, with his old faithful 
houfekeeper, being unjuftly jealous of her care ; fuch behaviour 
before the never knew from him, but, alas, what remedy? He 
kept the bitch many years, yet, to his infiniteconcern, fhe never 
brought a litter, but exactly fimilar tothe pedlar’s cur. He dif- 
pofed of her to a friend of his in a neighbouring county, but.to 
no purpofe, the vixen ftill brought fuch puppies. Whence the 
Doétor tenacioufly maintained, bitch and dog may fall paffionately 
in love with each other. 

‘ That fuch creatures, efpecially the female, may at particu- 
lar times like, or prefer, I grant the Doétor ; but how the im- 
preffion of the dog (admitting to favour him there was any) 
could occafion fimilicude in the iffue of the bitch, and for a conti- 
nuance of years, after the dog’s death, nobody but the Doétor is 
capable of defending, who to this day relates and juftifies the 
truth of every, circumftance I have mentioned. So much for 


dogs, harriers efpecially. I hope the digreffion will be pardoned, 


and, if not difagreeable, I fhall proceed with a page on the 


» Quarry.’ 


The author then attends to hares; he finds little reafon to 
admire that acute forefight and inftinétive cunning, which have 
been attributed to this timid animal. In faét, thofe who have 
been deceived, are willing to attribute the miftak+to any thing 

, + befides 








\ 
278 Randolph on the Prophecies. 


befides their own ignorance. There are fome curious remarks 
on this fubject, and a fatisfactory detection of the errors of 
thofe naturalifts who copy, when they fhould have examined. 

‘The other letters are more technical, and confit of direc- 
‘tions to fportfmen. They cannot eafily be abridged, and we 
have already extended this article bey ond its bounds. 





The Prophecies, and other Texts, cited in the New Te ament, 
compared with the Hebrew Original and with the Septuagint 
Verfion. To which are added Notes. By Thimas Randolph, 
D. D. Prefident of C.C.C. Oxford, and Lady Margaret’s 
Profeffor of Divinity. 4to. 2s. 6d. Rivington. 


MAkY objections have been raifed againft the evangelical 
writers, on account of the feeming inaccuracy of their 
citations from the Old Teftament. It has been alleged, that 
fome of their quotations are not agreeable to the Hebrew, and 
that others are applied to circumftances and events, which are 
very different from the meaning of the original. Some of the 
advocates of Chriftianity have attempted to remove thefe ob- 
jections by obferving, that the facred writers made ufe of the 
Greek verfion of the Old Teftament, called the Septuagint. 
- This, however, is not always the cafe. Bifhop Wetenhall, Mr. 
Spearman, Dr. Sykes, and others, have ftated and examined 
thefe citations, and have endeavoured to vindicate their ufe and 
application in the New Teftament. But we do not recolleé, 
that any one has given us fuch a diftin& view of the corref- 
ponding paflages in the Hebrew, the Septuagint, and the 
New Teftament, as the learned author of this publication. 
An Index in Leigh’s Critica Sacra makes the number of 
citations 286. In‘one of Maittaire’s, at the end of his Greek 
Teftament, the number is 244. According to Spearman, who 
ftrikes off thofe paflages, which are only references and allu- 
. fions to places in the Old Teftament, and counts the fame 
texts but once, which are cited feveral times, the number is 
164. 
Dr. Randolph has given us 179 parallel paflages, with re- 
ferences to thofe that are cited in different places. 
His computation is as follows : 
1. Citations agreeing exactly with the Hebrew, 63. 
z. Agreeing nearly with the Hebrew, 63. 
3. Agreeing in fenfe with the Hebrew, but not in words, 24. 
4- Giving the general fenfe, but abridging or adding to it, 8. 
s- Taken from feveral paflages of SS. 3. 
6. Differing from the Hebrew, but agreeing with the Sep- 
tuagint, 6. 
7: Citations, where we have reafon to fufpeét, that the 
, Apoftles 
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Apoftles either read the Hebrew differently, or put fome 
fenfe upon the words different from what our Lexicons 
exprefs, 21. 

8. Places where the Hebrew feems to be corrupted, 8. 

g. Not properly citations, but references or allufions, 3. 
Index II. 

1. Citations agreeing verbatim with the Septuagint, on only 
changing the perfon, &c. 72. 

z. Taken from the Septuagint, but with fome variation, 47. 

3- Agreeing in fenfe, but not in words with the Septuagint, 30. 

4. Differing from the Septuagint, but agreeing exattly, or 
nearly with the Hebrew, 13. 

5- Differing both from the Septuagint and from the Hebrew, 
and taken probably from fome other tranflation or para- 
phrafe, ro. ' 

From this diftin& and methodical reprefentation, we have 
at once a view of all the citations in the New Teftament taken 
from the Old : on which we fhall take the liberty to make two 
or ne general obfervations. 

. Many of the citations in the New Teftament are to be 
conitiaered as mere allufions, or applications of the words to 
the defign in hand, without any regard to the fcope and mean- 
ing of the author, from whom the expreflions are cited. This 
is ufual and allowable in all writers, both facred and profane, 
and it is by no means neceffary, on thefe occafions, to adhere 
to the identical expreffions of the original. 

2. It isnot probable that the Greek verfion, as we now have 
it, was extant in the time of the Apoftles. Jerom feems to 
think, that the tranflation made at Alexandria, in the reign 
of Ptolemy Philadelphus, comprehended only the five books of 
Mofes: “* Arifteus et Jofephus, et omnis fchola Judzorum, 
Guingue tantim libros Moyfi 4 LXX. tranflatos afferant ” 
Comment. in Ezech. c. v. 12, When the reft were tranflated, 
it is perhaps impoffible to determine.—A curious inquirer may 
anfwer this queftion : in how many, and in which of the 
books of the Old Teftament, do we find our prefent Greek 
tranflation clearly and ixdi/putably cited by the Evangelifts and 
Apoftles? The anfwer will thew, that the faid Greek tranf{- 
lation of thofe ‘books was extant at the time, in which the 
New Teftament was written. 

3. Admitting, that there was extant, in the age of the 
Apoftles, a Greek verfion of a// the books of the Old Tefta- 
ment, it is not probable, that each of the writers of the New 
Teftament had complete copies, which were at that time {carce 
and expenfive. Nor is it probable, that they fhould have their 
MSS. always athand. When St. Paul wrote his fecond epiftle 
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to Timothy from Rome, fome of. his ‘ books and pareh- 
ments’ were at Troas. This confideration eafily and naturally 
accounts for their irregular citations ; for their fometimes giv- 
ing the fenfe of the Hebrew, fometimes that of the Septuagint, 
fometimes that of other verfions, as they had an opportunity of 
confultation ; and fometimes for their only quoting by me- 
mory, inaccurately and imperfectly, St. Jerom, treating of 
that paffage in Micah, which is cited by St. Matthew, c. ii. 6. 
‘ Thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda,’ fays, * Hoc tef. 
_ timonium nec Hebraico nec LXX, interpretibus convenire per- 
fpicaum eft.” Headds, ‘ Sunt qui afferant, in omnibns pene, 
teftimoniis, que de Veteri Teftamento fumuntur, iftiufmodi 
efle errorem, ut aut ordo mutetur, aut verba, & interdum 
fenfus quoque ipfe diverfus fit, vel apoftolis vel evangeliftis 
non ex libro carpentibus teftimonia, fed memoria credentibus, 
quz non nunquam fallitur.”” Comment. in Mich. c. v, 2. 

4. We muft not conclude, as fome writers have done, very 
rafhly and illogically, the Septuagint -has been corrupted 
in thofe places, in which we do not find thofe very 
thoughts, expreflions, or prophecies, in that verfion, which 
we do in the Hebrew, or in the citations made by the writers 
of the New Teftament. The Seventy Elders were, in the firft 
place, very moderately acquainted with the Hebrew language ;; 
they have committed many confiderable errors, and in almoft 
innumerable places have given us a loofe and paraphraftic ver- 
fion, adding or omitting many paflages in a very arbitrary 
manner. RBefides, the books of the Old Teftament were, ac- 
cording to all accounts, tranflated by different perfons, who 
were very differently qualified for that employment. In the 
next place, the tranflators were no prophets ; and as they lived 
before the birth of Chrift*, they could not poflibly fee, nor 
underitand, nor conceive, all the prophecies, or prophetic 
circumftances, relating to our Saviour in the fame light, in 
which they appeared to the Apoftles and Evangelifts ; or in 
which they now appear to Chriftian writers, who are directed 
in thefe inquiries by the light of the Gofpel hiftory. Thefe 
confiderations will account for the omiffion, the perverfion, or 
the imperfect reprefentation of thofe prophetical characters and 
incidents, which were afterwards applied to Jefus Chrift., 


Thus the words of Hofea, ch. xi. 1. ‘ I called my fon out - 


of Egypt,’ &c. were very naturally tranflated, ‘ When Ifrael 
was a child, and I loved him, and called his children-out of 
Egypt ; as I called them, fo they, went from my face,’ Here 
is no reafon to fuppofe, that the Greek text, in this paflage, 





‘ * Septuag. Tranfl. 270 yeare before Chrift. , 
ag 
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has ‘been wilfully corrupted. The tranflators have made the 


prophet fpeak agreeably to the known fact, and nothing more 
could be expected from them. 


. Our author fuppofes, that the Hebrew text, in fome of 
the prophecies relating to Chrift, have been corrupted by the 
Jews. And he obferves, ‘ that the places they have corrupt- 
ed are generally fo unintelligible, and agree fo little. with the. 
context, that their forgeries betray themfelves.? In fupport 
of this opiniom, he produces inftances from Pfal. xxii. xl. 6,. 
cx. Ha. lili. Amos ix. 12. His obfervations are learned and 
ingenious ; but the argument, we apprehend, is not conclu- 
five, becaufe a tranfcriber may make a paflage obfcure or ab- 
furd through ofcitancy as well as defign. 


This work will be of great ufe’to thofe, who are employed 
in the ftudy of the Greek Teftament, and with to enter into 


the foregoing inquiries. The plan is judicious, and the notes 
candid and impartial. 
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fn Introduétion to Natural Philofophy. Illuftrated with Copper 


Plates. By William Nicholfon. 2 vols. 8v0. 145. in Boards, 
Johnfon. 


]* is with pleafure that we introduce to the world a publica- 
tion the utility of which extends to all the human race, and 
of late years has been much wanted. In the firft dawning of 
the modern philofophy, men of the greateft reputation did 
not think it beneath them to write or compile introduéto 

treatifes on the fubjet; though, by the nature of fuch works, 
they were prevented from enlarging on their own particular 
difcoveries, and confequently in fome meafure deprived of the 
celebrity which might have arifen from employing their pens 
on writings of another kind. But if we may judge from the 
{carcity of thefe productions in the prefent age, it feems pro- 
per to affirm, that the fincere and almoft enthufiaftic de- 
fire to promote the general knowlege of philofophical fubjeés, 
which animated thofe early writers, is fcarcely to be found 
among the learned of our times. We are glad to fee 
Mr. Nicholfon an exception to this. remark. The general 
arrangement of the matter, and the concifenefs and elegance of 
his ftyle, are fuch as indicate abilities, induftry, and an inti- 
mate acquaintance with the fubject. He has given.a clear, 
rational, and unprejudiced account of the prefent ftate of na- 
tural philofophy, which may be-read and underftood by thofe 
who are unacquainted with the mathematics, yet without vi- 
tiating their tafte, if they fhould be induced to enter niore 
deeply into the ftudy ; and at the fame time his book cannot 
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be. unacceptable as a manual to the truly learned. This is 
general praife ; ; it is now our duty to enter into particulars, 

This work is dedicated to Sir Jofeph Banks, prefident of 
the Royal Society. The dedication is followed by a preface 
which contains an animated encomium on the excellence of 
natural philofophy, and a modeft account -of the treatife it- 
felf. It is divided into three books, befides a fhort general 
introduétion. . 

- The firft book is divided into four feétions. Seétion I. Of 
matter in the abftraét. Sed. II. Of bodies in motion. Sed. 
fil. Of aftronomy. Sec. IV. Of the general effects of gravi- 
tation. Speaking of the properties of matter, he has placed 
the controverfy relating to its impenetrability ina clear light, 
and feems inclined to rejeét M. Bofcovich’s hypothefis of its 
abfofute penetrability (p- 18.) He has likewife noted a cir- 
cunrtance refpecting the inertia which has; been very little at- 
tended to; namely, that the quantity of matter cannot be 
proved to be as the inertia, though almoft generally taken as 
fuch. (p. 21, 22.) The fecond Seétion contains an explana- 
tion of the principles of mechanical inftruments, which at the 
conclufion are comprehended in this general rule (p. 69.) 

‘ If two weights applied to the terms of any mechanical 
engine be to each other in the reciprocal proportion of the 
perpendicular {paces which would be defcribed when in mo- 
tion ; they will be in equilibrio.’ 

This Seétion likewife contains an elucidation of the motions 
of bodies which refpect the center of gravity. 

- Se€tion IIT. contains aftronomy, or an account‘of the celef- 
tial phenomena. In books of aftronomy we are ufually inform- 
ed that the fun is in the midft of the planetary fyitem, that the 
planets revolve about him in orbits of which he is nearly the 
center, &c. &c. but not being told at the fame time how this 
knowlege was originally acquired, it is not unufual for the fu- 
perficially learned to believe that the Copernican fyftem is 
merely an ingenious invention which the fafhion of the day 
fupports, but which muft, in its turn, give way to a new 
‘fyftem, in the fame manner as it has fuperfeded the old 
hypothefis of Ptolemy. Our author appears to have been aware 
of this; and the method he has adopted cannot be better 
fhewn than by quoting one of thofe elegant prefatory intro- 
_ duétions, with which he frequently begins any new fubjeét. 
(p,.86, & feq.) 
~¢ In the early ages of the world it is more than probable that 
the {ciences originated from the wants of mankind. The mecha- 
nic arts were invented to forward the labours of agriculture, and 
thofe works which are neceflary to make lite comfortable./ Geo- 
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metry was invented for the purpofe of marking the limits or quan- 
tity of lands; and an accurate obfervation of the returns of the 
feafons were required that the proprietor might with certainty 
know when to expect his crop. Hence the origin of aftronomy. 
Perhaps this fcience might have been long applied to noother ufe 
than that of dividing time, if the natural fertility of the human 
invention had not attributed to the heavenly bodies the functions 
of fuperintending the fates of men. The confcioufnefs of the 
exiftence of a Deity being the immediate confequence of the con- 
{cioutnefs of felf-exiftence, it was natural to with for the knowledge 
of his intention and our duty. Whether reafon, unaiffifted b 

revelation, be adequate to the tafk of gratitying this wifh, is a 
queftion foreign to our prefent purpote ; burt certain it is, that 
the ancients mitead of enquiring with that coolneis and caution 
which are fo neceflary in any refearch whatioever, did, on the 
contrary, give rein to their imagination, and formed a fyftem of 
theology, which, though highly inconfiftent, was almoit uni- 
verfally received till the introduction of Chriflianity. Inttead of 
attending to the idea of One omnipotent and omnifcient, they ins 


o “te : ‘> . 
vented an innumerable hott ot tubordinate deities, each of whom 


. governed in his refpective province. ‘The feven erratic bodies, 


viz. the Sun, Moon, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, and Mer- 
cury, were fuppofed to be under the immediate direction of as 
many gods of different tempers and difpolitions. Plants, animals, 
and even men were claffed out to each of thefe gods, and a chi- 
merical fcience was laid down for the prediction of future events, 
from the relative fituations or afpects of the celeitial bodies. 
This was called aftrology, and is not at this day entirely exploded. 
A motive fo important and gratifying to the anxious curiofity of 
man, could not fail to produce a conftant obiervation of thete 
afpects ; and by that obfervation the knowledge of aftronomy had 
made a confiderable progrefs, while more obvious {ciences were 
yet in their infancy. 

* By the earlieft accounts it appears probable that the orientals 
were firft acquainted with the true {yitem of the world; Pytha- 
goras having obtained that knowledge during his travels in India 
which he afterwards taught in Magna Grecia. Let us pafs by 
the various and intricate {chemes by which philofophers attempted 
to refolve the celeftial appearances till the ancient fyitem of the 
world was revived by Copernicus, whofe name it has ever fince 
retained. Let us fuppofe ourfelves in the fituation of the orien- 
tal fages to whom the difcovery is attributed, and by tracing the 
iteps by which it was anade, we fhall exhibit a clear idea of it, at 
the fame time that we expofe the proofs by which we are induced 
to receive it as truth.’ | | 

After the Introduétion he leads his reader into the open air, 
to contemplate the motions and fituations of the heavenly bo- 
dies, and by the moft obvious and natural remarks he deduces 
their real from their apparent motions. In thefe particulars 


we 
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we think him remarkably happy in his illuftration, at the 
fame time that he enlivens a fubjedt, in itfelf fublime and in- 
terefting, by introducing occafional refieétions and modeft con- 
ures on the final caufes of the feveral appearances. We hall 
prefent our readers with the following extract, asa {pecimen 
of his manner of entering into a fubject of dubious enquiry. 
{p. 148.) 

* Hypothefes, or conjectures are only allowable in natural 

hilofophy when, for want of experimental or actual obfervations, 
a lefs fallible mode of proceeding cannot be adopted. ‘They are 
of ufe chiefly to point out the feries of enquiries neceflary to en- 
able the philofopher to confirm or reject them. ‘Till thofe en- 
quiries are made, care muft be taken not to admit them for more 
shan their real value. ‘I he very plaufible hypothefes of the phi- 
Jofophers who preceded the immortal Newton were received for a 
time, but, not being founded on a conflant recurrence to%pheno- 
mena, they are now no longer remembered but as proofs, that 
the greateit human underftanding 1s unequal to the tatk of deduc- 
ang the appearances of nature by arguments 4 priari, 

¢ The obfervations which might confirm the hypothefes: of 
planetary worlds, feem to.be placed beyond our power. We-can 
searce hope to make optical initruments fufliciently perfect to ren- 
ger their inhabitants vifibleto us. The grofs-air, with which we 
are furrounded, is a great impediment to the ufe of thofe we al- 
yeady pofiefs, and limits their perfeétion toa certain degree, be- 
yond which we cannot pafs. All, therefore, that we can do, is 
¢o examine if the planets are accommodated with thofe things 
which we are ufed to confider as neceffary to animal exiftence. 
Lands, feas, clouds, vapours, and an atmofphere or body of air, 
are objects which we may expect to find on the face of a habitable 
world ; what has been. done in this refpect it-is our prefent bufi- 
nefs to relate.’ 

The caufe of the feafons and of the varying length of days 
is too complex to be eafily underftood by a mere reader, with- 
out the affiftance of an orrery, or fome other inftrument of that 
mature. Mr. Nicholfon has treated the fubject in a manner 
much more fimple and intelligible than we remember to have 
feen, and which we are of opinion will be readily underltoad 
without any extraordinary degree of attention. 


The fection is concluded by reflections on the final caufes of 
the fixed ftars and the magnitude of tho univerfe. This has 
been confidered by every writer on aftronomy ; ; but the gran- 
deur of the ideas will always give it importance; and command 
the attention. Our author has treated this net with his 
afual force and perfpicuity. (p. 181.) 

‘ In confidering the prodigious magnitude of th re fpace i in-which 
she fixed tlars are placed, it does not feem rational to fuppofe that 
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fuch vaft bodies as they muft neceffarily be, were created for no 
other purpoie than to afford us a glimmering light .in the abfence 
of the fun. df that were the intention of their exiftence, why 
have the telefcopic ftars twinkled unfeen till thefe later ages ? 
Certainly the fuppofition agrees very ill with the adequacy of the 
agent to the effect, which we find to prevail in all the inftances to 
which our knowledge extends. We have already fpoken of the 
minute objects which, though organized and poflefling fpecitie 
qualities, are not large enough to come under the obfervation of 
fenfe: let us advert to the other limit, and contemplate thofe 
magnitudes which exceed the power of our imaginations by reafon 
of their vaftnefs. 

* We fee but a finall part of the univerfe. .The yifible horizon 
is fearcely more thana degree in diameter, yet that, diftance is the 
ereateft of which we can form any real conception, QOurclear — 
ideas of number enable us to proceed with certainty in our fpecu- 
lations, but our imaginations are not by that mekns enlarged. 
Thus we can prove that the diftance of the fun exceeds the dia- 
meter of the horizon above eight hundred thoufand times, but 
cannot from thence form any notion of a diftance fo great. We 
may proceed farther, and demonittrate that the diftance of the 
neareft fixed ftar exceeds that of the fun in a ratio much beyond 
this laft mentioned ; becaufe if it did not, the ftar would have a 
fenfible annual parallax. Not to flop here; fince the number 
of fixed ftars is indefinitely great, greater numbers being always 
feen the more perfeét the telefcope ; and fince there is reafon to 
think they are as far diftant from each other as from us, this lait 
diftance muft be indefinitely magnified before any fuppofition of 
the diameter of the univerfe can be formed. ‘This magnitude 
not’only exceeeds all imagination, ‘but 1s even beyond the power 
of numbers !—The Creator of the fabrick alone can comprehend 
the infinite expanfion. Here it is that our obfervations fail us, 
and our knowledge is of neceflity reduced to hypothefis. That 
pooner is generally received is founded on the following analogical 

roof, 
» ‘ It muft be remembered, when fpeaking of parallax,; it:.was 
fhewn that the bafe between the two dtations of an obferver is al- 
ways feen from the object under the farne angle as the parallax. 
The neareft fixed flar has no annual parallax ; therefore the dia- 
meter of the annual orbit, if viewed from the neareft fixed ftar, 
would fubtend no fenfible angle and a fortiori, the fun itfelf 
would appear no more than as a luminous point; that is to fay, 
as.a fixed ftar. Whence it follows that the ftars muft be equal to 
the fun in bulk ; or in other words that they arefuns. The fame 
argument of the infenfibility of the parallax, not to mention the 
imbecility of their light, will prove that the planets:could not-be 
vifible at the diftance of a fixed ftar. It is therefore no derdga- 
tion from the probability of every fixed ftar’s being accompanied 
by a fyftem of planets, to fay we do not fee them,; fince that is 
proved to be impoffible, even granting them to exift. Confe- 
quently 
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quently ‘the moft rational hypothefis of the final purpofe of fo. 
many {uns is, that they are ordained to diftribute light and heat to 
an immentfe number of worlds that attend on them.’ 

Seion IV. is employed on the general effects of gravita- 
tion. We have remarked a great attention to order and ac- 
curacy throughout this work, fcarcely any argument being 
ever made ufe of,’ which has not been previoufly eftablifhed in 
fome former part of the treatife: but in this fection, it was 
heceflary to deviate from that rule, in order to avoid a mafs of 
mathematical reafoning beyond the capacities of thofe for 
whom the book appears to be principally intended. Our au- 
thor has afflumed as poftulates four theorems from the Prin. 
cipia ; from which, after the manner of Newton, he deduces 
the phyfical. caufes of the planetary motions. He has been 
particularly attentive to the lunar irregularities ; and in render- 
ing this complicate and difficult fubject popular and intelli- 
gible, he has fhewn a degree of addrefs and ingenuity which 
does him great credit: from this explanation the motion of 
the apfides, precefflion of the equinoxes, figures of the planets, 
nutation of the poles, and the tides are readily accounted for. 
_. The fecond book is likewife divided into four feétions, two 
of which, relating to light and colours, and optics, are contain- 
ed in the firft volume. This book is introduced by a chapter 
“ on the limited ftate of the human faculties,’ which we are 
forry our limits will not permit us to tranfcribe. For, not to 
mention. the evil confequences which have arifen from not 
confidering this circumftance, we have perufed it with much 
pleafure, as an inftance of the ftrong and liberal turn of mind 
of its author, whofe habit of ‘ looking without prejudice into 
the regions of conjecture,’ we have had frequent reafon ta 
admire. 

He has confidered the hypothefis of Euler, who, in his 
Jetters to a German princefs, is very earneft in eftablifhing the 
doétrine of light being caufed by an undulating medium, 
which Mr. Nicholfon controverts by fhewing that the undu- 
lations of an elaftic fluid ought not to proceed univerfally 
in right lines as light is found to do. It feems wonderful 
that a philofopher of Euler’s eminence fhould overlook fo ob- 
vious an objection to his theory ; which however we do not 
think abfolutely. unanfwerable, though it muft be allowed that 
Newton’s hypothefis is exceedingly more fimple and rational. 

At the end of Newton’s Optics (qu. 2g.) that great philo- 
fopher affirms that ‘ nothing more is requifite for producing 
all the variety of colours and degrees of refrangibility, than 
that the rays of light be bodies of different fizes, the leaft of 
which may take the violet, the weakeft and darkeft of all the 


colours, and be more eafily diverted by refracting fubftances 
from 
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from the right courfe; and the reft as they are bigger and 
bigger may take the ftronger and more lucid colours, ‘blue, 
green, yellow, and red, and be more and more difficultly di- 
verted.”. This idea has been adopted without hefitation by 
every writer fince his time; but Mr. Nicholfon ‘fhews that 
it is ill-founded (p. 324.) and that the varying refrangibility 
of the rays of light cannot depend at all on their maffes or 
fizes, but is caufed by the attraction excited between bodies 
and the rays of light being ftronger on fome rays than others 
after the ratio of their maffes. 

Seétion If. treats of ‘optics. Opticians have invented vari- 
ous methods of explaining how it happens that we behold ob- 
jects ere&t while it is certain the image formed on the expan- 
fion of the optic nerve is inverted.. Thefe difficulties might 
readily have been overcome, if the writers had confidered that _ 
pofition is not an object of the fenfe of fight; for, as our duthiog 
thews (p. 346.) 
| ¢ Thefe notions’ refpecting pofition ‘ are derived from a per- 
ception of the direction in which gravity conftantly ats; to which 
direction we always refer: whence it happens, that though the 
pofition of the eye be ever fo much changed, the idea of the pofi- 
tion of objects in view remains unchanged. For example; if a 
man view an upright pole or ftaff, the image of the. pole.on the 
retina will be at right angles to ‘the opening of the eyelids, pro- 
vided he holds his head upright ; but 1f he vary the pofition of his 
head, the image will be formed in a different pofition, and upon a 
different part of the retina: notwithftanding which he conftantly 
imagines the pole to be erect and unaltered . 

The phenomenon of the large apparent fize of the horizontal 
moon, which we likewife think has been treated by philofophi- 
cal writers as a matter of more importance than it really is, 
our author explains with great clearnefs (p. 366.) 

The fecond volume of this ingenious workt reats of Hydro- 
ftatics, Pneumatics, Chemiftry, Air, and Eleétricity ; the three 
laft of which have become almoft entirely new ftiences fince 
the laft publication of a book of this kind. We muft poftpone 
our account of thefe to a future Number, and conclude, for the 
prefent, by recommending this ufeful publication to the notice 
of thofe who are defirous of acquiring philofophcal knowlege. 


Sketches on the Art of Painting ; with a Defcription of the moft 
capital PiGures in the King of Spain's Palace at Madrid. 
Tranflated by Fohn Talbot Dillon, Knight, and Barou of the 
Sacred Roman Empire. 12mo. 2s. . Baldwin. 

IR Anthony Raphael Mengs, the author of thefe Sketches, 
was firft painter to his Catholic majefty, who was fo great 

an admirer of his works, that he not only liberally rewarded 
him 
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him during his life, but provided, for his family after his des 
ceafe. He was generally. efteemed.an excellent copyift, a cha- 
raéter which his School of Athens from Raphael, now at Nor- 
thumberland houfe, fairly entitle him to. Leaving, however, 
his merits,as.a;painter to the judges of the art, we have only 
to confider him as a writer, in which capacity he. appears to 
no great advantage. ‘This performance contains little more 
than a few common-place remarks on defign, compofition, 
clair-pbfcure, &c. in a ftyle rather turgid and affected, o 
fometimes obfcure and unintelligible. He tell us that * 
perfe&.piece. of painting fhould always have fomething ideal, 
depending: upon a choice of parts, originated in nature, con- 
centring'with our ideas, fo adapted:as to caufe a proper effeat, 
when judicionfly united by the powers of art. In this depends 
the talent.of the profeffor to give a pitturefque appearance te 
his ideas, and form fuch an. union as will caufe a particular 
fenfation on the fpettator.’ 

. Speaking tof the /ublime fiyle, our fublime author informs 
us, that, ‘the grand point in, thefe compoiitions, is to combine 
ani unity /of:ideas, between: the ipofible and iimpoflible ; for 
which purpofe, the artift muft employ known appearances, and 
forms ,of ‘a\. perfection beyond the line of poflibility ; and in 
thofe ‘parts which he takes from nature, he muft abftra& all the 
figns «of “mechanifm even front nature itfelf.—Thofe of 
our readers who can tell what Mr. Mengs, or his tranflator, 
means by particular JSenfations, and the figus of mechani/m, mutt 
have more fagacity and penetration than we pretend to pof- 
fefs,—To feveral obfervation: of this kind our author has add- 
ed a laboured. defcription of fome fine piGures in the palace 
at Madrid : as this is the beft part of the performance, we 
fhall give a fhort extract from the account of Raphael’s famous 

idtures known by the name of our Lady dello Spafimo. 

‘ The fubje& (fays he) is taken !rom fcripture, when the 
women wepton feeing our Saviour bearing the crofs to Mount 
Calvary; and he faid to them, foretelling the deftruction of 
Jerufalem, ‘‘ Daughters of Jerufalem, weep not for me, but 
weep for yourfelves, and for your children !” To give more 
grace to his compofition, Raphael has added a diftant view of 
Mount Calvary, winding tothe right, where itis thought our 
Lord fell the firt time, when a ruffian pulls him by a rope, 
tied round ‘his wait. It is to be fappofed, that this pidture 
being interided’ for the church béfore mentioned, the friars 
who were to have it, were defirous, that the bleffed Virgin 
fhould be reprefented ; or it might have been the choice of the 
painter; be ‘that as it may, Raphael well knew how to give 
every figure its utmoft prace and dignity, and to treat his fub- 
jetavith infinite majefty. 

‘ Having 
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Sketches on the Art of Painting. ~ 9g 
- © Having to reprefent on this occafion the figure of a mo- 
ther, of one going to the place of execution, and treated im- 
pioufly by the people, he chofe the unhappy ftate of an af- 
flied mother, obliged to intercede with an infamous mob, to 
have.compaflion on the fufferers In this diftrefs, Raphael has 
painted our lady kneeling, not looking towards her fon, to 
whom fie could give no relief, but in the aé& of the moft effi- 
cacious fupplication, reprefenting, that having fallen, he is 
in-need of the pity of him, who is pulling him by the rope, in 
order to rife. To this humble pofture he givés a relief, by 
placing near her, Mary Magdalen, St. John, and the other. 
Marys, who condole with her, and give fuccour to. the mother. 
of their lord, fupporting her in their arms. 
© "Thefe figures are highly expreflive of the deepeft concern 
for the fufferings of our faviour, particularly Mary Magdalén, 
who feems, as it were, {peaking to Jefus Chrift, while St. 
John is giving aid to our lady. Jefus Chrift, though fallen, 
is not dejected; nor:faint, on the contrary, feems to threaten 
by what»he utters;>juft:as it is exprefled in»holy writ, his 
countenance, befides being inthis piece of an excellence, and 
beauty almoft incomprehenfible, appears inflamed with arpros 
phetic fpirit, perfettly adapted to the fubje&t, not only as the 
Son of: God, though ia fufferance ; but alfo fuitable.to the 
genius:of Raphael, who never painted any feature indifferent~ 
ly; | when. the pavements could: poflibly be reprefented with 
dignity. 

‘ The whole aétion of the figute i is noble and animated ; the 
left arm, with a fine hand, leaning on a ftone, is quite ex- 
tended ; bat the irregular folds of the fleeve, fhew the fudden- 
nefs of the fall, and feem as it were, yet in motion, as if they 
had not recovered from the preflure enfuing from the weight: 
With. the. right hand Jefus Chrift holds the crofs faft, as 
if unwilling to yield it to the figure that feems aiming to 
eafe-him of it; a thought moft worthy of the great Raphael, 
who, in an action, which to many would appear indifferent, 
recolleded that Jefus Chrift fuffered for our fins, becaufe hé 
chofe to. do, fo. 

‘. The variety is no lefs admirable, which he has diffufed in 
the.countenances of the executioners, exhibiting even in thefe 
the different ftages of wickednefs. That figure with his fhould+ 
‘ers towards ué, pulling Jefus Chrift by the rope, thews his 


only paffion to be, a brutal defire of hurrying on to the place 
of execution; the other, who lays hold of the crofs, feems 
touched with fome degree of compaffion, and willing to relieve 


the fufferer: near him a foldier, placing the crofs with his 
hand ,on the fhoulders of our Lord, and lifting his lance with 
~ Vou. LIV. O48. 1782. U a threats 
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a threatening gefture,, exprefles the utmoft inveteracy, and de- 
fire to opprefs the Lord ftill more after his fall.’ : 
The tranflator has added an appendix, which contains an 
uninterefting relation of a conteft between Malvafia, and Vic- 
toria, a Spanifh painter, concerning the above mentioned pic- 
ture. of the Spafimo. — } : ' 
..If any other parts of Mr. Mengs’ works are intended for 
publication in England, we hope more judgment will be ex- 
exted in the feleftion; and more accuracy beftowed on the 
tranflation of them. 


.- é ; 
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AR XV. New Experiments upon Gun. powder, with 

occafional .Obfervations, .and practical Inferences ; . to 
which is added, an Account of a new Method of determining 
the Velocities of all kinds of Military: Projedtiles, and the De- 
fcription of a very accurate Eprouvette for Gun-powder. By 
Benjamin Thompfon, Efq. F. R. S.+'Thefe experiments were 
begun inthe year 1778, at Stoneland Lodge, a country feat 
of lord-George Germain’s ; and appear to have been condudted 
with great care ‘and. afliduity.. The firft part contains a de- 
fcription of the-apparatus, the.caution: made-ufe of. previous 
to every trial, and anumber of other particulars which: can 
only be underftood by referring to: the article itfelf, and con- 
fulting the plates annexed toit.  ~We:fhall alfo pafs over thofe 
parts which are involved in algebraical calculations, and give 
fuch extracts only as will he thought more generally interefting 
and ufeful. : a1 2 


© Of the effect that the heat which pieces acquire in firing, produces 
upon the force of powder. er 

¢ I have found, fays Mr. Thompfon, that the force of any 
given charge of powder is confiderably greater when it is fired in 
a piece that has been‘ previoufly heated by firing, or by any other 
means, than when the piece has not been heated. Every body, 
that is acquainted with artillery, knows, that the recoil of great 
guns is much more violent after the fecond or third difcharge, 
than it is at firft; and on fhip board, where it is neceflary to at- 
tend to the recoil ofthe guns, in order to prevent very dangerous 
accidents that might be occafioned by it, the conftant practice has 
been in our, navy, and, I believe on board the fhips of all other 
nations, to lefien the quantity of powder after the firft four or 
five rounds: our thirty-two pounders, forin{tance, are commonly 
fired with 24lbs. of powder at the beginging of an action ; but the 
ee a wit Pag ay “charge 
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charge is very foon reduced to 11lbs. and afterwards to glbs. and 
the filled cartridges are prepared accordingly. 

‘ This augmentation of the force of powder, when it is fired 
in a piece that is warm, may be accounted for in the following 
manner: there is no fubftance that we are acquainted with that 
does not require to be heated before it will burn; even gun- 
powder is not inflammable when it is cold. Great numbers of 
Aparks, or red-hot particles from the flint and {leel, are. fre- 
Pa feen to light upon the priming of a mufket, without 

etting fire to the powder, and grains of powder may be made to 
pais through the flame of a candle without taking the fire ; and 
what is ftill more extraordinary, if large grains of poiwder are 
let fall from the height of two or three feet upon a red-hot plate 

.of iron, laid at an angle of about 45° with the plane of the ho- 
rizon, they will rebound entire without being burnt, or in the 

aft altered, by the experiment. In all thefe cafes the fire is 

. oofeeble, or the duration. of its action not fuficiently long, to 

heat the powder to that degree which is neceflary in order to 

_.ts being rendered inflammable.— As it takes a longer time to 

cheat a large body than a {mall one, it follows that meal powder 
is more inflammable than that which is grained ; and the {maller 
the particles are, the quicker they will take fire. The failors 
bruife the priming after they have put it to their guns, as they 
find it very difficult, without this precaution, to “fire them off 

with a match : and if thofe who are fond of {porting would make 
ufe of a fimilar artifice, and prime their pieces with meal-powder, 
they would mifs fire lefs often.” 


'» Mr. Thompfon alfo fhews, in a very fatisfattory manner, 
that the heat of the barrel of a piece is much greater when it 
is fired with powder only, than when the fame charge is made 
to impel one or more bullets. And the objection that may 
be made to this from the circumftance of bullets being found 
to be very hot, if they be taken up immediately after they 
come out of the gun, is eafily obviated: for the fame thing 
may be obferved of bullets difcharged from wind-guns, and 
-crof{s-bows, efpecially when they have impinged againft any 
‘hard body, and are much flattened ; and bullets from mufquets 
-are always found to be hotter in proportion to the hardnefs of 
‘tthe body againft which they are fired. If a mufket ball be 
fired into any very foft body, as, for inflance, into water, it 
will not be found to be fenfibly warmed; but if it be fired 
againft a thick plate of iron, or any other body that it cannot 
penetrate, the bullet will be demolifhed by the blow, and the 
pieces of it that are difperfed about will be found to be ina 
ftate very little fhort of fufion. It is, therefore} not by the 
flame that bullets are heated, but by percuffion. Neither is 
‘the running of the metal in brafs guns-any objection to this 
opinion ; for this, as Mr. Thompfon very properly obferves, 
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proves nothing but that brafs is very eafily corroded, and de- 
ftroyed by the flame of gun-powder ; for it cannot be fuppofed. 
that in thefe cafes the metal is ever entirely melted. 


¢ The vent of a mufket is very foon enlarged by firing, and 
after a long courfe of fervice it is found neceffary to ftopit up with 
a folid fcrew, through the center of which anew vent is made 
of the proper dimenfions. This operation is called bouching the 
piece; but in all the better kind of fowling-pieces the vent is 
‘ lined, or bouched with gold, and they are found to ftand fire 


for any length of time, without receiving the leaitinjury. But 


every body knows that gold will run with a lefs heat than is 
required to melt tron; but gold is not corroded either by the 
{pirit of nitre, or the acid fprrit that is generated from fulphur, 
whereas iron is very eafily deftroyed by either; and that I take 
to be the only reafon why a vent that is lined with gold is fo 
much more durable than one that is made in iron. But it feems 
that iron is more durable than brafs ; and perhaps fteel, or fome 
othercheap metal, may be found that wall {upply the place of gold 
and by that means the great expence that attends bouching pieces 
with that precious metal may be fpared, and this improvement 
“may be introduced into common ufe. | 
‘ This leads us.toa very eafy and effectual remedy for that defect 
fo long complained of ‘in all kinds of brafs ordnance, the running 
of the went ; for if thefe pieces were bouched with iron, there ts 
no doubt but they would tland fire as well as iron guns ; and if 
fteel, or any other metal, either fimple or compounded, fhould 
upon trial be found to anfwer for that purpofe better than iron, it 
might be ufed inflead of it; and even if gold was made ufe of 
for lining the vent, I imagine it might be done in fuch a man- 
“ner asthat the expence would not be very confiderable, at the 
fame time that the thicknefs of the gold fhould be fufficient to 
-withftand the force of the flame for a very great length of time.’ 


From a number of experiments made to try the effe& of 
ramming the powder in the chamber of the piece, Mr. Thomp- 
fon draws this practical inference : 


‘ That the powder with which a piece of ordnance, ora fire- 
arm, is difcharged, ought always to be preffed together.in the 
bore; and if it is rammed to a certain degree, the velocity of 
the bullet will be ftill farther increafed. It is well known 
that the recoil of a mufketis greater when its charge is rammed, 
than when it is not; and there cannot be a ftronger proof that 
ramming increafes the force of the powder.’ 


His nea method of proving gun-powder is alfo very ingenious 
‘and fatisfatory, but of too great a length for infertion. We 
muft beg leave therefore to recommend the reader to the pe- 
rufal of the article at large, which contains a great deal of 
ufefulinformation, and, asa military man, does Mr. Thomp- 
fon great crecit. 
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Article XVI. Account of a luminous Appearance in the 
Heavens. By Mr. Tiberius Cavallo, F. R. S.—This pheno- 
menon, which feems to be different from the aurora borealis, 
was obferved on the 27th of March, 1781, about half an 
hour paft nine in the evening. At firft, it had the appear- 
ance of a white light, which became gradually more denfe un- 
-til ten o’clock, when it formed a complete luminous arch from 
eaft to weft. ° Such was the account given of it to Mr. Ca- 
-vallo by thofe who had feen it; but at a quarter pat ten he 
went out of the houfe, and obferved it himfelf. At that time 
it appeared to be an arch of about feven or eight degrees in 
.breadth, extending from eaft to weft. Its weftern part reached 
.the horizon; but the eaftern terminated at about so or 60 
-degrees above the horizon ; to which it was nearly perpen- 
dicular. 

Mr. Cavallo informs us, that the whitenefs of this arch was 
much denfer than that of any aurora borealis he ever obferved, 
though it did not caft fo much light upon the terreftrial ob- 
jets. The circumftances in which it differed from the aurora 
borealis were, that it eclipfed the ftars over which it paffed ; 
that its light, or rather its white appearance, was ftationary, 
and lambent ; and that its direction was from eaft to weft. 

Article XVII. Account of an Earthquake at Hafodunos, 
near Denbigh. By John Lloyd, FEfg. F. R. $.—This thock 
was felt on the 2gth of Auguft, 1781, between eight and nine 
in the morning. 

Article XVIII. On the Heat of the Water in the Gulf- 
ftream. By Charles Blagden, M. D.—The gulf-ftream is that 
confant and rapid current, which is obferved along the coaft 
of North America to the northward and eaftward. It is fup- 
pofed to be the effet of the winds, which blowing from the 
eaftern quarter into the great gulf of Mexico, occafion there an 
accumulation of the water above the common level of the fea. 
In confequence of this, the water is conftantly running out by 
the channel where it finds leaft refiftance, that 1s through the 
gulf of Florida, with fuch force as to continue a diftin& ftream 
to a very great diftance. Since all fhips going from Europe 
-to any of the fouthern provinces of North America mutt crofs 
this current, and their. courfe be materially affected by it, 
every circumftance relative to its motion becomes an object 
highly interefting to the feaman, as well as of great curiofity 
.to the philofopher. 

Jt is remarkable, that the heat of the gulf-ftream is found 
to be greater than that of the furrounding fea; the water ftill 
retaining a great part of the temperature which it had acquir. 
ed in the torrid zone. From the obfervations made by Dr. 
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I lagden, he concludes, that the gulf-ftream, about the thirty- 
third degree of north latitude, and the feventy-fixth degree of 
Icngitude weft of Greenwich, is, in the mfonth of April, at 


leait fix degrees hotter than the water of the fea through which 
it runs. 


Dr. Blagden obferves, that, in croffing the gulf-ftream, 
very important advantages may be derived from the ufe of the 
thermometer. ~ For, if the mafter of a fhip bound to any of the 
fouthern provinces of North America, will frequently try the 
heat of the fea, he muft difcover his entrance into the Gulf- 
ftream, by the fudden increafe of the temperature ; and a con- 


tinuance of the fame experiments will afcertain with equal ac- 


curacy how long the veffel remains in it. Hence he will be 
able to make a proper allowance for the number of miles that 


the fhip is fet to the northward, hy multiplying the time inte 
the velocity of the current. 


Dr. Blagden farther obferves, that, 


¢ Befides the convenience of correcting a fhip’s courfe, by 
knowing how to make a proper allowance for the diftance the 1s 
fet to the northward by the current, a method of determining 
with certainty when fhe enters into the Gulf-ftream is attended 
with the further ineftimable advantage of fhewing her place upon 
the ocean- in the moft critical fituation : for, as the current fets 
along the coaft of America at ‘no great diflance from foundings, 
the.mariner, when he finds this fudden increafe of heat in the 
fea, will be warned of his approach to the coaft, and will thus 
have timely. notice to take the necefflary precautions for the fe- 
curity of his veffel, As the‘courfe of the Gulf-ftream comes 
more to be accurately known, from repeated.obfervations of the 
heat and latitudes, this method of determining the fhip’s place 
will be proportionably more applicable to ufe. And it derives 
additional importance from‘ the peculiar circumftances of the 
American coaft, which, from the fnouth of the Delaware to the 


fouthernmoft point of Florida, is*every where low, and befet 


with frequent fhoals, running out fo far into the fea that a veffel 
may be aground in many places -where the fhore is not to be 
diftinguifhed even from the maft-head. The Gulf-ftream, there- 
fore, which has hitherto ferved only to increafe the perplexities 
of feamen, will now, if thefe obfervations are found to be juft 


ja practice, become one of the chief means of their prefervation 
upon that dangerous coaft.’ " 


Article XIX. Account ofgthe Appearance of the Soil at 
opening a Well at Hanby in Lincolnfhire. By Sir Henry C. 
Englefield, Bart.—The fpoteon which the well was funk is, 
we are told, nearly on a level with Lincoln-Heath, and con- 
feqoently mych higher ground than the: fen, which is diftant 
above fix miles. The foil is deferthed as being uniformly 4 
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blue clay; fome parts rather inclining to a fhaly appearance, 
and contained many catfts of tellinz, a very little pyrites, and 
a few fmall, but very elegant, belemnites, the ufual foffils 
of clay. But what Sir Henry Englefield confiders as very exe 
traordinary, is, that through the mafs of clay were interfperfed 
nodules of pure chalk, apparently.rounded by long attrition, 
and of all fizes from that of a pea toa child’s head. It is not 
known that any trace of chalk has ever been difcovered in the 
environs. 

Article XX. Aftronomical Obfervations. By Nathaniel 
Pigott, Efg. F. R. S.—Thefe obfervations were made in the 
year 1777, at lady Widdrington’s houfe, at Wickhill; near 
Stow on the Would, Gloucefterfhire ; and in the years 1778 
and 1779; at the author’s obfervatory, at Frampton-houfe, 
near Cowbridge, in Glamorganfhire. By fix obfervations of 
Jupiter’s fatellites, compared to correfponding ones made the 
fame days, Wickhill is found to be 1° 29’ 45’ W. of Green- 
wich. And from thirty-five meridian obfervations of the fun 
and ftars, all agreeing within 12” from the mean, the latitude 


of Frampton-houfe is determined to be 51° 25’1” N. and 


its difference of longitude from Greenwich, found by compar- 
ing four immerfions and fourteen emerfions of Jupiter’s firft 
and fecond fatellites to correfponding ones made in other ob- 
fervatories, to be 3° 29 30” by the equator: 

From hence Mr. Pigott obferves, that the. charts of the 
Britifh Channel are extremely erraneous, and wishes that aftro- 
nomical obfervations were made on the Somerfetfhire fide, to be 
compared with thofe he has made on the oppoiite coaft, as it 
would be of confiderable advantage to mariners. 


© The rocks on the Welch coaft, fays he, which run obliquely 
flanting into the Briftol Channel, render the navigation fo dan- 
gerous, that each year affords the horrid fpectacle of thips wreck- 
ed; and Iam forry to add that the barbarous cuftom of plunder- 
ing thefe unfortunate veffels {tll fubfitts in. all its inhumanity ; 
at the fame time it would be injuftice to the gentlemen of the 
country, to pafs under filence their repeated endeavours to check 
this enormity ; but hitherto their efforts have not been attended 
with much fuccefs: it is due to humanity to make fuch bad prac- 
tices public, in hopes of exciting an enquiry, which juftice and 
the honour of the nation cali loudly for.’ | 

Article XXI. Abftra&t of a Regifter of the Barometer, 
Thermometer, and Rain, at Lyndon, in Rutland, 1780. By 
Thomas Barker, Efq. ) 

Article XXII. Some Calculations of the Number of Acci- 
dents or Deaths which happen in confequence of Parturition 5 
and of the Propertion of Male to Female Children, as well + 
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of Twins, monftrous Produétions, and Children that are dead. 
born, taken from the Midwifery-Reports of the Weftminfter 
General Difpenfary : with an Attempt'to afcertain the Chance 
of Life at different Periods, from Infancy to Twenty-fix Years 
of Age; and likewife the Proportion of Natives to the reft of 
the Inhabitants of London. By Robert Bland, M. D.—The 
particulars to which the author appeals for determining the 
objects above mentioned, are taken from a regifter which he has 
kept at the Weftminfter Difpenfary, from its firft inftitution, 


in the year 1774, to the prefent time. In this regifter, he has 


carefully noted, 1. the ages of the feveral women; .2. the 
number of children they had borne ; 3. the fexes of the chil- 
dren ; 4. the number of children they had been able to pre- 
ferve; 5. the place or country where they or their hufbands 
were born; 6. the accidents that attended, or were the con- 
fequences of parturition ; 7. the fexes of the children deliver- 
ed; 8. the number of twins or tuiplets; 9. the number of 
children that were deficient, or monfters ; 10. the number of 
children dead-born, or (where the account could be procured 
with certainty) who died within four or five weeks from their 
birth. 

From this regifter Dr. Bland has compofed feveral tables, 
which, with his comments on them, are worthy of attention. 
He begins with endeavouring to fhew «he proportion of diffi- 
cult labours, and of the accidents.or deaths which happen in 
confequence of parturition. From his table on this fubjett, 
it appears that of 1897 women, 1792 had natural labours, not 
attended with any particular accident. Of the remaining 
number fixty-three, or one in thirty, had unnatural labours. 
in eighteen of thefe, or one: in a hundred and five, the os 
prefented ; in thirty-fix, or one in fifty-two, the breech ; 
eight, the arms; and jn one, the funis. Seventeen po By 
or one in a hundred and eleven, had laborious births. In eight 
of thefe, the heads of the children were leffened , in four a 
fingle blade of the forceps was ufed; and in the remaining 
five,-in which the faces of the children were turned towards 
the pubes, the delivery was accomplifhed by the pains. One 
‘woman had convulfions about the feventh month of her preg- 
nancy ; in a month after which fhe was delivered of a dead 
child, and recovered. Another had convulfions during labour ; 
‘brought forth a live child, and recovered. Nine women had 
uterine hemorrhage before and during labour : of thefe one 
died undelivered-; another a few hours, and a third ten days 
‘after delivery ; but the remaining fix recovered : the puerperal 
fever feized five women, of whom four died. Two were ftruck 
with mania, but recovered 3 in about three months, In one wo- 
; man, 
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man, foon after her labour, a fuppuration took place, from the 
vagina into the bladder and rectum ; this patient recovered, 
though the natural excretions continued to pafs through the 
wounds, Jn another woman the perinzum was lacerated 
to the fphincter ani; a.future was attempted, but without 
effe&t : fhe recovered, but is troubled with prolapfus uteri. 
‘Rive had large and painful {wellings of the legs, but recovered. 

om the obfervations which Dr. Bland has made, he isin- 
clined to think that the lower fort of people recover more cer- 
tainly after parturition, than women of higher ranks ; at leaft, 
that they are lefs fubje&t to the puerperal fever. 

The next table exhibits the proportion of male to female 
children, the number of twins, and of children that were im- 
perfect, monftrous, or. dead-born. It appears, that of one 
thoufand nine hundred and {twenty-three children, nine hun- 
dred and feventy-two wereboys, and nine hundred and fifty- 
one, girls. Twenty-three women were delivered of twins, of 
whom fixteen were boys. One woman was delivered of three 
girls. Eight of the children were imperfect, or monftrous, 
Eighty-four were dead-born; and of thefe, forty-nine were 
boys. 

"Nrticle XXIII, Account of a child that had the Small-pox 
in the Womb. By William Wright, M. D.—By the obfer- 
vations of the ingenious Mr. Hunter, in the Philofophical 
Tranfactions, vol. LXX. and of Dr. Bland, in the London 
Medical Journal, vol. II. it feems to be evinced that the foe- 
tus is capable of receiving the variolous infection in the womb; 
and this fact is farther confirmed by the paper before us, which 
relates to a female negro in Jamaica. 

Article XXIV. Natural Hiftory of the Infect which pro- 
duces the Gum Lacca. By Mr. James Kerr, of Patna. 

Article XXV, Account of a phenomenon obferved upon 
the Ifland of Sumatra. By William Marfden, Efg.—This 
phenomenon was a prodigious quantity of fifh floating on the 
furface of the fea, Great numbers of them were at the fame 
time driven on the beach, or left there by the tide, fome quite 
alive, others dying, but the greater part dead. The kinds 
which chiefly prevailed were the cat-fifh, and mullet. This 
phenomenon happened in November, 1775, after a feafon 
which had been remarkably dry. Mr. Marfden hence gives it 
as a conjecture, that the fea requires the mixture of a due 
‘proportion of frefh water to temper its faline quality, and en- 
able certain fpecies of fifh to fubfift in it. O4 this di. 
lution it had been deprived for an unufual {pace of time, not 
only by the want of rain, but the ceffation of all fupply from 
the rivers, the fources of which were quite dried up. 
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Article XXVI. Farther Experiments on Gold, made at the 
Macfarlane Obfervatory belonging to Glafgow College. By 
Patrick Wilfon, M. A.—In the courfe of thefe experiments, 
Mr. Wilfon mentions a-faét which is worthy of notice. He 
difcovered that ardent fpirits had the power of diffolving {now, 
and of producing with it a freezing mixture. 

Article XXVII. <A general Theory for the Menfuaration of 
the Angle fubtended by Two Objeéts, of which One is ob- 
ferved by Rays after Two Reflections from plane Surfaces, and 
the other by Rays coming direétly to the Speétator’s Eye. By 
George Atwood, M. A. F. R.S.—In the well-known method 
of taking an angle by Hadley’s quadrant, the -two reflecting 
furfaces, ufed in the obfervation, are perpendicular to the 
plane of motion ; the direction of the telefcope, and of the 
yays pafling between the reflectors being alfo parallel to that 
plane. But the inclination of the telefcope, and of the inter- 
mediate rays, as well of the reflectors themfelves to the plane 
of motion, admits of an unlimited variety. And as a general 
theory to determine the angle obferved by two reflections from hi: 
the ‘data on which its magnitude depends, without limitation 
or reftriction, feemed applicable to feveral ufeful purpofes in 
practical aftronomy, Mr. Atwood has confidered the analyfis of 
this curious problem, and has inveftigated it in a very ingeni- 
ous and fatisfactory manner. 

Article XXVIUIE. An Account of the Ophidium barbatum 
Linnzi. By. P. M. Auguftus Brouffonet, M. D.—This fith 
commonly grows to the fize of eight or nine inches. It is to 
be found in the Mediterranean fea, and in great plenty, in the 
Adriatic. 

Article XXIX. A farther Account of the Ufefulnefs of ' 
wafhing the Stems of Trees. By Mr. Robert Marfham, of | 
Stratton, F.R.S.—In a paper publifhed in the Philofophicat 
Tranfactions for 1777, he fhewed how much a beech increafed 
by wafhing its tem ; and in the prefent paper, he endeavours 
to evince that the benefit of cleaning the ftem continues feve- 
ral years. 

Article XXX, Hints relating to the Ufe which may he - 
made of the Tables of natural and logarithmic Sines, Tan- 
gents, &c. in the numerical Refolution of adfeéted Equations. 

By William Wales, F. R.S.—The refolution of adfected equa- 
tions by means of the tables of figns, tangents, and fecants, is 
a fubje& that has engaged the attention of fome of the firft 
mathematicians of the age. But none of thefe authors, except- 
ing in a few particular cafes, have attempted to refolve equations 
of more than three dimenfions, by this means ; nor even thefe, 


without a great number of fubftitutions and reductions, which 
render 


er a ea SS SS SS SSS SS SSeS = So —— 


—_ = 











XUM 








Wiha 


Experiments on Mercury, Silwer ana Gold. 303 


render the operation exceedingly troublefome and laborious. 
Mr. Wales has extended the ufe of thefe tables much farther 
than has hitherto been done ; and has refolved, in a very fimple 
and elegant manner, fome of the moft difficult equations which 
arife in the prattice of aftronomy, optics, and many other 
branches of mathematical learning. : 

Article XXXI. Experiments on the Power that Animals, 
when placed in certain Circumftances, poflefs of producin 
Cold. By Adair Crawford, M. D.—It is one of the difco- 
veries made in the prefent age, that animals have, in certain 
circumftances, the power of keeping themfelves at'a lower tem-~ 
perature than thé furrounding medium. With regard to the 
caufe of this refrigeration, different opinions are entertained ; 
and for the purpofe of determining it with greater certainty, 
Dr. Crawford has made thefe experiments ; the arguments 
drawn from which, being connected with his theory of heat, 
formerly publithed, muft depend for their talidity upon the 
eftablifhment of that principle. 

Article XXXII. Account of a Comet. By Mr. Herfchel, 
F.R.S.—Mr. Herfchel’s abilities as a practical aftronomer are 
fufficiently known ; and, as we are in expectation of another ar- 
ticle upon this fubject, we fhall defer entering into particulars 
till we are favoured with the refult of his obfervations, 

Article XX XIII. A Leter from Mr. Jofeph Willard to the Rey. 
Dr. Mafkelyne, Aftronomer Royal, concerning the Longitude 
of Cambridge, in New England.—The difference of meridians 
between Greenwich and Cambridge has been generaliy reckon- 
ed 4h. 44’; but from the obfervations of Mr. Willard, on a 
folar eclipfe of 1766, the tranfit of Venus, in 1769, and the 
tranfit of Mercury in the fame year, compared with corre- 
{ponding obfervations made at Greenwich, it appears that the 
difference of longitude is 4h. 4417”, differing 17” from 
that made'ufe of by Dr. Winthrop, and other aftronomers, 

Article XXXIV. An Account of fome Thermometrical Ex. 
periments ; containing, I. Experiments relating to the Cold 
produced by the Evaporation of various Fluids, with a Method 
of purifying Ether. II. Experiments relating to the Expan- 
fion of Mercury. III. Defcription of a Thermometrical Baro- 
meter. By Tiberius Cavallo, F. R.S, 





An Account of fome Experiments on Mercury, Silver and Gold, 
made at Guildford, in May, 1782, in the Laboratory of Fames 
Price, M.D. F. R. 8. To which is prefixed an Abridgement of 
Boyle's Account of a Degradation of Gold. 4to. 25. fewed. Cadell. 


£3 is not eafy to form any decifive judgment on this traét, 
for the real procefs is concealed. The world will perhaps 
be furprifed, when they fee the vifions of the alchemitts real- 


ized ; 
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ized ; and, in fpite of demonftration, as far as chemiftry ad- 
mits of demonftration, that mercury may be actually changed 
into gold and filver, and the latter be enriched with a large 
proportion of the former. Experiments are related, im which 
thefe. operations were repeatedly performed, before credible 
witneffes; we need only -mention lords. King, Onflow, 
and Palmerfton ; Sir Robert Barker, feveral clergymen, and 
Dr. Spence. The materials were indifputably genuine, either 
procured by the fpectators, or taken indifcriminately by them 
from fuch large quantities, in the elaboratory, that there is 
not the moft diftant reafon to fufpe& impofition in this part of 
the procefs. All but the powder, which was added to the 
mercury, is well known ; and this was furnifhed by Dr. Price. 
It will be at once obvious, that the powder muft a€tually con- 
tain gold and filver ; but the quantity of it was fo fmall, as to 
afford tittle affiftance to this fufpicion.. The increafe of gold, 
in proportion to the powder added, was as 24 to 1, exclufively 
of the weight of the powder; and the increafe of filver, as 28 
to 1; but in the ufual methods of combination, this propor- 
tion of either a¢tual gold or filver is entirely undifcoverable, 
but by accurate experiments. : 

This isa very concife, and, we apprehend, an accurate ftate of 
the facts ; but wherever our reafoning is dire@ed, we fhall find 
irinumerable difficulties. Dr. Price affares us that the powder 
is wholly expended in thefe proceffes; and that his health is fo 
much injured by the operation, that he cannot repeatit. In 
this fhall we admire the candour of the philofopher, the felf- 
denial of the moralift, or the caution of the political projec- 
tor? Every chemift, whois acquainted with the fearcity of 
mercury, will at once fee that if it is frequently changed into 
gold, it will be dearer than gold itfelf; and the great end 
will then be, not to make gold, but quickfilver.—Let us, 
however, examine thefe procefles more accurately, 

The firft effect of the projection of this all-powerful crea- 
tive powder was to prevent the evaporation of the mercury ; 
and the effe&t, when triturated with it, was, to reduce it to 
the appearance of an amalgam, In the Aéta Literaria Suecize 
1731, there is an experiment by Dr. Brandt, which fhows that 
a very confiderable portion of quickfilver may be fo fixed by 
gold, as not to be diffipated by the moft intenfe fires ; this cir- 
camftance make it probable that the powder which makes the 
.gold is really a preparation of gold ; and the only defcription 
which is given of it, viz. the red colour, agrees with the co- 
lour of a precipitation of gold by means of tin. The powder 
which produces the filver is white. There is another fubftance 
frequently employed for augmenting gold, commonly a 
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the Smiris Hifpanica. It is defcribed by Becher, as a reddifh 


‘powder ; and he alledges that the gold, thus augmented, will 


be pale and brittle, but will bear all the examinations to which 
gold is ufually fubje&ted, except the amalgamation with mer- 
cury; and it is remarkable, that this teft does not appear to 


have been tried with the newly-created gold. .'The Smiris 


Hifpanica was probably a preparation, or an ore, of platina. 
Thefe are the only views that we have been able to take of 
this curious fubje&t : we mention them as they have occur- 
ed, to excite the attention of fome other chemifts, whofe lei- 
fare and health may enable them to repeat the experiments. 


This tra& is written ina lively elegant ftyle, and is introduced 


by Boyle’s account of an experiment, by which gold was de- 


graded, by a fubftance only 5... part of its own_weight.. - Ft 


Koko Ke) 


is indeed.true, as the author has obferved, that every fimilar 


fact gives a degree of probability to thofe which feem extra- 
ordinary. He has, however, leffened its power, by obferving, 
that this gold was only temporarily degraded : it was not per= 


.manently changed ; for, on cupelling, it was again, in a great 
-meafure, reftored. Every chemift knows, that, in reviving 


any metal, fome portion is conftantly vitrified, or too inti- 
mately mixed with fcoriz, to be properly recovered. 

The author’s apology and defence may be beft related in his 
own words ; for our own parts, though we feel much philofo- 
phical fcepticifm, we know not how to elude the fatisfactory 


evidence which:is-given -in this pamphlet. It is indeed {ufpi- 


cious, that the author refufes to repeat the experiment ; and 
we know that Orfyreus broke his pretended perpetual motion, 
after he had exhibited it to a few philofophers. But we muft 
-attend to our prefent fubject. 


‘ Previous to this publication the author has had frequent 
opportunities of hearing the opinions of une 4 concerning its fub- 
ject. - Some fay that they cannot account for the theory of the 
procefs, and sherefore that the fat is not true. Others afk, if it 
be true, is it profitable? Illiberal minds fuggeft that the. whole 
was atrick, and without knowing or enquiring what evidence ir 
refts on, modefily call the author a knave, and the fpectators 
fools : and fome heroes of incredulity, declare that they would 
‘not believe it though they faw it with their own eyes and touched 
with their own hands. ) : 

‘ To prejudice, avarice, or illiberality, perhaps no anfwer 
will prove fatisfaGtory., But of the candid and impartial he ven- 
tures toatk, by what arts of deceit mercury can be prevented from 
boiling in a red heat; as in Exper. II, or when a¢tually boiling 
and evaporating, it could be almoft initantaneoutly fixed by.ad- 
dition of a fubftance not above 1-48oth of its weight, as in 


Exper, III. 
¢ Metal 
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¢ Metal might (though not eafily before twelve or fourteen 
‘fpeftators) have been. fecretly conveyed into the crucible, but 
this will not account for the event of Exper. IV. and V. where 
-the filver was-enriched with a quantity of gold eight times larger 
than the weight of powder projected, and yet the abfolute gra- 
vity of the mixed mafs remained the fame, or rather fmaller, 
than the original weight ; which could not have happened had 
any undue addition been made. He may farther afk (though this 
is not properly an argument with the public at large, but only 
with thofe who know his fituation) what could induce him to 
take fuch laborious and indireét methods of acquiring finifter 
‘fame, poffefied as he was of total jndependence, and of chemical 

utation. 

¢ The author is too well aware of the ftrength of prejudice to 
be at all fanguine in his expectations of receiving credit ; but 
‘the curiofity of the public has been fo much excited, and. his 
-character fo rigoroufly examined, that in juftice to himfelf and 
compliance with them, he offers the following fucciné account 
of his experiments. An account which was read over to the re- 
fpective witneffes of each experiment, and of which he now pub- 
lickly, as before privately, requefts their confirmation, without 
the flichteft fear of contradiction, or diflent. 

¢ He has endeavoured to give every poffible fanction to his 
proceffes, by fubjefting them to the minute infpection and cau- 
‘tious examination of the fpectators ; whofe rank and difcernment 
confer as much honour on him as is reflected on themfelves by 
‘their liberality and candour. 

* Whatever may be the opinion of the publick, it is previoufly 
neceflary that they fhould have the fatts laid before them. And 
though he sould be moft happy to meet with belief, he fhall not 
be furprized if he fails of obtaining it. 

* With confidence therefore in his own integrity and reliance 
on their candour, he waits their decifion, not void of folicitude, 
but without trepidation : the more confirmed by the recent ho- 
‘pours with which the univerfity to whom he owes his education, 
‘have crowned his chemical labours. 

‘ Her favours he thus publickly mentions, from a better mo- 
tive he hopes‘than vanity ; by them his fcientific and moral cha- 
racter is placed beyond the limits, at leaft of vulgar ferytiny : and 
he muft ever remember with refpectful gratitude, that the enlarg- 
ed her inftitutions, to place hithn among her graduates at the in- 


ftance of her medical profeffors and with approbation of the 
academic fenate.’” 


It may be neceflary to inform fome of our readers, that the 
prefent Dr. Price is not the celebrated calculator, the gloomy 
prophet of imaginary diftreffes. He has been employed in de- 
grading the national wealth, not in augmenting it. 
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A Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe. By G. Renny, Surgeon to 
the Athol Highlanders. 8vo0. 35. sewed. Murray. 


Ts induftry of medical practitioners was not more dili- 
gently employed at firft, in endeavouring to difcover an 
effectual remedy for the venereal difeafe, than it ftill conti- 
nues to be exerted in the improvement of the method of 
cure. Almoft all acknowlege mercury to be the grand and 
indifpenfable fpecific; and the difference of their fentiments 
relates chiefly to the mode of its application; founded upen 
a diverfity in the appearance of the difeafe, and the various 
events which fometimes arife in the treatment of particular 
perfons. It is extenfive obfervation alone that can determine 
the moft fuccefsful method of practice ; and to the reputation 
of having enjoyed this advantage, the author of the prefent 
treatife, from his employment in the army, appears to ‘confi- 
der himfelf as entitled. . 
_ Mr. Renny fets out with treating of the difeafe in its mof 
fimple ftate, namely, that of the. gonorrhoea; in which he 
endeavours to enforce the propriety of aftringent injections, as 
the moft expeditious and effectual method of cure. 

. In the fecond chapter, he confiders the inflammation of the 
teftis, ‘This complaint has been generally imputed to the ftop- 
ping of the difcharge in the gonorrhoea, from the too early 
ufe of aftringent injections ; but Mr. Renny combats this idea; 
and to the circumftances which have been fuggefted by other wri- 
ters, as primary caufes of this inflammation, he mentions the 
negle& of {ufpenfory bandages ; the benefit arifing from the 
ufe of which he has had particular occafion to obferve, in his 
prefent military appointment. In confirmation of this remark, 
he introduces the following narrative. 

* Soon after my appointment as furgeon to a highland bat- 
talion, there were eight foldiers reported with gonorrheas at 
the fame time, each of them was biooded, and ordered fome 
cooling phyfick, being defired to attend the hofpital when of 
duty; the precaution of the trufs was however forgot, and 
an the courfe of a week five of them were attacked with in- 
flammation of the teftis ; this at firft feemed furprifing, as { 
‘never before had met, in fo fmall a number of cafes, fucha 
. frequent occurrence of the complaint; but .on a moment’s 
confideration, the difference of drefs, and the want of a trufs 
accounted for the whole, and though | was forry for the neg- 
lect, the occurrence pleafed me, as it ferved fo fully to explain 
the canfe of the difeafe, particularly when I affert as a fact, 
that in a hundred cafes of gonorrhea which I have treated 
fince, exa&ly under fimilar circumftances of inflammation, by 
. the 
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the attentive ufe of a fufpenfory bandage, although the fol- 
dier in the courfe of his duty was expofed to cold, and pretty 
fevere exercife, I never had one-cafe of- {welled tefticles en- 
fuing.’ 

Mr. Renny afterwards proceeds to cénfider more particu- 
larly the nature of this inflammation, and the various means 
to be employed in the treatment of it, which he relates 1 in a 
perfpicuous and practical manner. 

In the third chapter, the author treats of chancre, when 
unattended with any topical inflammation ; and in the two 
fubfequent chapters, of phymofis and paraphymofis; on all 
which his obfervations are judicious, and the praétice incul- 
cated rational, , ; 

In the next divifion of the treatife, Mr. Renny beftows his 
attention on the bubo, the method of curing which, he con- 
fiders under the different heads of fuppuration and repulfion, 
and enquires into the merits of each. On this fubje&, how- 
ever, his opinion feems not to be fufficiently precife and defi- 
nitive. For, though he advifes the repulfion of the bubo as 
the more éligible praétice, he informs us, at the fame time, 
that he has obferved the method of curing it by fuppuration 
to be more uniformly fuccefsful; as a lite feldom occurred, 
he fays, where the bubo fappurated which did not end in a 
complete cure, and he has very often feen relapfes attendant 
on their repblfion. In vindication of this feeming inconfift- 
ency of fentiment, our author makes the following obfer- 
vations. 

« It is well known to furgeons who are converfant in this 
fort of practice, that the principal obftacle they find, for the 
moft part proceeds from their patient, it being often exceed- 
ingly difficult to convince him of the neceflity there is in con- 
tinuing a courfe of mercury fo long as to enfure a complete 
eure, This remark applies in.a very particular manner to 
the difeafe in queftion. For inftance, I fuppofe the furgeon 
confulted in the cafe of a buboe, and that he advifes by all 
means to repel it; this is willingly agreed to, and in a few 
days, by following the dire€tions which are given, the tumor 
fubfides, and the patient is glad to find himfelf fo near being 
well.—He is Lowever aitonifhed when the furgeons tells him, 
the difappearance of the {welling is far from being a proof 
that the venereal taint is entirely got the better of, and that 
it is only by allowing the mercurial courfe to be perfevered in 
for a few weeks, that will produce any certainty in the mat- 
ter.— This is a language not eafily relifhed when every fymp- 
tom of difeafe is gone ; and though fome patients may fubmit 
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to our judgment, the greater number will follow what their 
prefent feelings feem to di¢tate. 

* On the contrary, if the buboe is brought to a fappura- 
tion, it is a certain fa&t, that fo long as any fore remains un- 
healed in the groin, fo long will our patient confider himfelf 
as labouring under the: complaint, and be willing to fubmit 
to whatever is prefcribed. There is then a fufficient time 
given for the adminiftration of mercury, and the healing of 
the buboe at laft, is a very fure mark of the efficacy of rahe 
_ medicine, and will in general, under proper adminittration, 

give a complete certainty to the furgeon.’ 

In the remaining chapters, we meet with obfervations on 
the confirmed fymptoms of the.difeafe, and on the prepara- 
tions and action,of mercury, befide fix cafes, confirming the 
method of praftice recommended. 

This treatife deferves to be confidered as a comprehenfive 
and ufeful epitome of the theory and practice relative to the 
venereal difeafe ; and, while the author gives a juit and clear 
delineation of its rational treatment, he advances many judi- 

cious obfervations on the different methods of cure. 
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44 General Synopfis of Birds. By Fohw Latham, F.R.S. Folk 
Part I. and II. 4to. 21. 128. 6d. in Boards. Whiatel | 


P Gigtes firft part of this accurate volume appeared in the 
courfe of the laft year, and we have lately received the 
fecond. The author (Mr. Latham of Dartford) purpofes to 
complete his work in three volumes ; the firft contains the or- 
der of rapacious birds and the pies; the accipitres and pica of 
Linnezus. The fecond will contain the paperina and gallina- 
ceous tribes; pafferes & galline L. And the third, the 
cloven and web-footed, grelle & anferes. , 
We were contented to admire this tuneful race, without aim- 
ing at a farther acquaintance with them, except when the 
{fplendour of their plumage excited the admiration, or their fla- 
vour the appetite. Though they cheered our evening walks, 
we ungratefully deftroyed or deprived them of their liberty, 
when they could add to the precarious fenfuality of the glutton, 
or the more capricious fancy of the fine lady.—Linnzus has re- 
marked, that double the number of fpecies were known in 
his time than in the age even of Edwards and Reaumur; 
‘and four times as many fpecies are now defcribed as are con- 
‘tained in the laft edition of the Syftem of Nature. ‘The at- 
‘tention and induftry of this author deferves praife ; his oppor- 
tunities for information have been confiderable, fince he num- 
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bers Sir Jofeph Banks, Sir Afhton Lever, and Mr. Forfter, 


among his friends, and is well acquainted with the accurate 
and extenfive fyftems of Briffon and Buffon, He appears to 
have profited. by thefe confiderable advantages, and has given 
us.a very correét account of the two firft orders. The plates 
which accompany the work are not fo remarkable for their ele- 
gance as their accuracy. They feem to be indifferent etch- 
ings; but thofe-which are coloured are thought by the bef 
judges to be beautiful. 

This appears to be the firft work which has contained the 
Jater difcoveries in the South Seas ; and in which the different 
ornithologifts have been confulted, without the narrow views of 
a rival, or the confined fpirit of a reclufe partifan. Mr. Buffon 
is generally diflinguifhed for.his antipathy to the celebrated 
Linnzus, and his attempts; our-countryman, Mr. Barring- 
ton, negleéts often to give that information which he muft have 
‘collected, and is more ftudious to point out the minuter errors 
of the Swedifh naturalift. Mr. Latham carefully avoids com- 
petition ; he:has collected from every party, and feems to have 
had no foundation for preference, but accurate and extenfive 
information. 

In the outlines of his fyftem he has followed Ray, who was 
at firft indebted to Belon, a Frenchman, of Mans, who pub- 
lithed his work in 1555. Belon’s views, however,.were not 
fufficiently comprehenfive; and he was unable to fill-up his 
great and extenfive outline, with equal precifion in every part. 
Mr. Ray, and his pupil Willughby, improved that fyftem ; 
mnd Mr. Pennant has continued to polifh it. Our author com- 
monly follows Linnzus in his genera; and very nearly in his 
orders: in this refpecé we think he difplays his judgment and 
attention: The orders of Linnzus are in general natural : the 
new-difcovered fpecies are arranged, under them, with eafe and 
exacinefs, which fufficiently demonftrates the prepriety of the 
firft Cpe rags It-is certainly true, that all diftinétion is a 
proof of the imperfection of our knowlege: the deficiency in 
the great chain are not thofe of Nature, but of our attain- 
iments ; and it is often of little confequence whether a bird is 
arranged the laft of a given order, or the firft of the fubfequent 
one, - The lanius, for inftance, is arranged by Linnzus under 
the accipitres ; ; in Mr..Latham’s work it is the: firft genus of 
the pice. It agrees with the firft in its food, with the fecond 
in its manners; and, on that account, is very properly ar- 
ranged under it. Our author, jn this refpect indeed, only fol- 
lows the example of .Mr. Pennant, and is equally attentive to 
.this great naturalift, in the arrangement of his orders. Thefe 
minuter differences, however, we look on with indifference ; 
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they would be of confequence in a fyftem which was in any de- 
gree complete, but the more important deficiencies which we 
frequently meet with, lead us to defpife thofe which are more 
trifling. We have often thought that, in the animal kingdom, 
particularly in the mammalia arfd aves, naturalifts have been 
too eager in their advances towards perfection, and have neg- 
leéted to give their fyftems that foundation which can alone 


fecure their permanence. The formation of genera is the firft 


ftep in which we attempt to arrange natural bodies; we fhould 
therefore proceéd with the greateft caution, and examine the 
feveral {pecies with the moft fcrupulous attention. In this 
part of natural hiftory, we need fcarcely advance farther ; the 
genera are fo few, that we gain little advantage by any higher 
arrangements, except thofe which Nature dictates. —There are 
fome fimilarities fo pointed and ftriking, that they fhould 
be retained ; the feveral genera fhould be claffed together, 
and fhould form orders perfe&tly natural: the others, as in 
every natural method, fhould be placed together till farther 
difcoveries or a more intimate acquaintance fhall afcertain, 
with propriety and diftinétnefs, their true fituation. This 
feems, in fact, to have been the idea of the celebrated Lin- 
neus, and the beft apology for his mode of arranging his or- 
ders. If they are natural ones, it is of little confequence in 
what order they are placed ; and the anomalous genera, though 
they are not feparated, are generaily diftinguifhed. Thus, for 
initance, under the genus of the Butcher bird, which we have 
before noticed, he adds, ‘ Lanii accedunt accipitribus laniena ; 
picis, moribus ; pafleribus ftatura ; adeogue inter hos medii.’ 

~ We fhall now take our leave of Mr. Latham, whom we 
fhall attend with pleafure, in his future excurfions ; and be 
happy to extend our acquaintance with this {plendid and tune- 
ful race. 
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Storia Antica del Meffico, &c. Opera dell’ Abate D. Francefco Saverto 
Clavigero. Tomo II..276 Pages in Quarto,* Cefena. 


pX this fecond Volume the author treats of the religion and poli- 
tical government of the ancient Mexicans. 

The Sixtl, Book contains his Account of their Religion. They 
had a notion of a Supreme Being, to whom man owes a worthip, 
this Being they thought invilible, and denoted it not by any parti. 
cular,. but by a general name, Teote, or god, to which they added 
very emphatical epithets. Yet his worfhip was almolt echipfed or 
fupprefied by that of a crowd of imaginary gods. That evil {pirie, 
always mifchievous to man, they called Tlacatecolotofl,. 

All the nations of Anahuac, except the Otomites, believed in the 
immontality of the foul, and affigned three different places for the 
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future refidence of departed fpirits Warriors flain in battle, or 
as prifoners, and women dying in child-birth, in their opinion, 
went tothe cabin of the fun ; aud after four years of refidence ijn 
that glorious place, came to animate clouds, and {weet melodious 
birds of beautiful feathers. The Tiafcallefe believed, that depart- 
ed nobles went to animate the moft beautiful birds and quadru- 
peds, whillt the poor were to be changed into reptiles and infects. 
‘The fecond place was afligned to the fculs of thole who were drown- 
ed, or killed by lightning, who died of the dropfy, of fwellings, 
and wounds, and to the children who were confecrated to the water- 
divinity, Tlaloc: all thofe went to the refidence of the water- 
god, a fweet cool place, abounding in victuals and delights. The 
Miztechefe fancied that a certain cavern in-one of the highett 
mountains of their province was the gate of paradife; whence all 
the people of diftinétion got themfelves buried in its environs. 
“The third place was defigned for thofe who died any other kind of 
death. This place was their hell, fituated in the center of the 
earth, with no other inconveniency but darknefs, 

According to our author, the Mexicans, and all the other na- 
tions in Anahuac, had a clear notion of the creation, of the great 
deluge, and of the confufion of tongues; all thefe objeéts are re- 
prefented in their pictures. One man, Coxcex, and his wife Xo- 
chiquetzal, faved themfelves in.a canoe, which fettled on the 
mountain of Colhuacan, They begot many children, who all con- 
tinued dumb, till the faculty of fpeech was imparted to them by a 
dove. That picture, however, appears either not to be ancient, 
or, which is yet more probable, the European interpreters feem 

* to have transformed it according to their own purpofes. The-pre- 
tended dove looks rather like a hen; and as it holds a pretty large 
fprig in her beak, how could it emit any founds? 

The Mexicans had thirteen chief divinities, and two hundred and 
fixty-fix of an inferior rank; to all thefe certain days were confe- 
crated, and called.after their names. They were all worfhipped by 
the nations in Anahwac, though all thefe gods were not celebrated 
alike. Then follows a minute defcription and delineation of the 
great temple of the Huitzilopechtli, or Mexitlis, in Mexico : \ 
though the hiftorians are by no means agreed with regard to its 
fize. In this temple all the wants of the gods were amply and Ji- 
‘berally provided for. He had aviaries and parks fortthe birds and 
beafts that were to be facrificed to him; he Had gardens for the 
flowers, in whofe icents he delighted ; and even.a fort of prifon, 
in which all the idols of conquered nations were confined. 

The heads of fuch commanders afid nobles as were facrificed to 
him, were preferved with their fkins, beards, and hair, in towers 
deftined for that purpofe; whilft common peopie were flead, and 
po! {kins only preferyed. The Spaniards ase faid to have found one 
iundred and thirty-ix thoufand beads; yet many victims were not 
comprifed in this number. The city of Mexico is faid to have 
contained near two thoufand {mall temples, and three hundred and 
fixty that were adorned with fteeples. The author, however, can- 
not tell who has taken the trouble of counting them. In Choloila, 
Cortez himielf_is faid to have counted above tour hundred Spires 
of temples. The whole empire of Mexico contained above forty 
thoufand temples, endowed with very confiderable revenues; with 

, danded eftates, with people appointed for their culturé; and this 
fixed revenue was itll increaled by daily and voluntary offerings. 
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For the fervice in the grand temple of Mexico itfelf above five 
thoufand prieits were appointed ; and the number of the clergy in 
the whole empire is faid to have amounted to near a million of 
people. The whole priefthood, except that of the conquered nae 
tions, was governed by two high-priefts, who were alfo the oracles 
of the kings. Thefe high-priefts were elected, but whether by the 
clergy, or by the electoral princes, who alfo elected the kings, is 
not known. Befides the fervice in the temple, the clergy were to 
jnttrucét youth, to cémpole the kalendars, to reguiate the feftivals, 
and to paint the mythological pictures. But not all of them con- 
tinued priefts through life. The Mexicans had alfo prieftefles, but 
thefe were not allowed to offer up facrifices; many of them en- 
tered into that order for one or a few years only, in order to obtain 
good hufbands by their temple-fervice.. They hkewife had monaf- 
tic orders, efpecially one, in which no perfon under fixty years of 
age was received. Human facrifices were unknown to the nations 
in Anahuac, till introduced by the Mexicans, probably in order to 
exterminate the natives. Of fome of the viétims, the breaft was 
opened and the heart plucked out; fome were drowned, and others 
doomed to die fighting: the fortunate victim, who could encoun- 
ter fix Mexican warriors, and kill them all, was releafed, The 
prifoners, when flaughtered, were delivered to thofe who had taken 
them; who then took them home, and feafted on them with their 
relations. If the viétim was a flave, his mafter got his corpfe. 
The Mexicans ate only the legs, arms, and loins, the remainder 
was either burned, or preferved as a prowifion for the facred birds 
of prey. In general, the number of human facrifices was propor- 
tioned to that of the pr:foners at hand, and to the occafion of the 
feftivals. Our autbor thinks, that the number of buman victims 
annually facrificed in the empire of Mexico, may, moft probably, 
have amounted to twenty thoufand; and that Bartholomew de las 
Cafas was evidently miftaken jm ellumating their number at ten, or 
at moft at one hundred only. Befides men, they alfo offered ani- 
mais, birds, plants, and minerals. Nor were the Mexicans lefs 
cruel in the treatment inflicted on their own bodies by correc- 
tions, blood-lettiag, vigils, and fatting. 
All the nations in Anahuac counted four ages of the world; the 
firit from the creaga to the great deluge; the fecond, to the de- 
firuétion of the BH ead to the earthquakes; the third, to the 
great hurricanes; the sfgurgh, is to lait to the deitruétion of the 
world by fire: at the end of every one of thefe ages, mankind is 
faid to have perifhed. | 
The Mexican feculum confifted of fifty-two years, divided into 
four parts, ‘each of thit®en years: in peneral, the nuriber of thir- 
teen was a folemn and facred number with them. ‘Two fecula con- 


ftituted an age ; «he Mexican year confified of 365 days, and thefe 


were divided into eighteen months, of twenty days each month, 
of which every-day had itsown name; five days were added to the 
Jait month. ,At the end of every fifty-two years, thirteen days 
were infefred. The author affirms againit M. de Paw, that the 
Mexicans were not acquainted with circumcifion : and that their 
priefts made only avery flight incifion on the chitd’s breaft and 
‘belfy.” The ferivals occurring in every m nth are here enumerat- 
ed} fome months conilted almutt enurely ct teltrvals. . 

“Their marriage ceremonts form avother article. "When an 
‘Ogomite found in the firtt night any caute of diflike in tue perfon 
WAS 4 X 3 he 
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he had taken for his bride, he was at Jiberty to difmifs her the nex¢ 
morning: 

- The dead were generally burned; and with the kings, they ufed 
fo burn alfo women, flaves, and human monfters. People of for- 
tune were alfo provided with gold and provifions for their journey 
to another world ; Cortez found in one grave two hundred and forty 
ounces of gold. 


[To be continued. | 
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FOREIGN LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


La Logique, ou les Prémiers Developpemens de ° Art de penfer. Ouv- 
rage élémentaire, gue le confeil prépofé aux Ecoles Palatines avoit de- 
mandé et qu'il a honoré de fon Approbation. Par M. I Abbé de Con- 
dillac. &ve. Paris. : : 

‘THE author entertains a very high opinion of the tranfcendent me- 

rits and originality of his logic; and repeats it from beginning 
to end, that this is a logic very different from all other logics 
hitherto publifhed, and that philofophers are ‘totally ignorant 
of what he now is teaching his readers. * Cette lugique, fays 
he, ne refemble 4 aucune de celles qu’ ou a faites jufqu’ a préfent. 

Mais la maniere neuve dont elle eft traitée, ne doit pas étre fon feul 

avantage: il faut encore qu'elle foit la plus fimple, la plus facile, 

et la pluslumineufe.’ Such loud boafts of fuperiority and origina- 
lity could not but roufe the attention of fome German philofophers. 

On the ftriéteft examination of the abbé’s performance, they found 

a few original errors, miftakes, and exaggerations, and a great deal 

of vanity mixed up with a number of truths hitherto taught in moft 

logics, and indeed obvious to common fenfe, and here only fume- 
what differently expreffed. Indeed, the author himfelf feems to 
have had forebodings of fome fuch judgement of his boaited 
performance. For, fays he, ¢ Il eft fort commun parmi ceux qui fe 
jugent favans, de ne voir dans les meilleurs livres que ce qu’ils favent; 
jis ne voyent rien de neuf dans un ouvrage ov tout eft neuf pour eux, 

(Q_E. D.) Auffi n’ écris je que pour les ignorans.”, Weil done! for 

thefe will be fittelt implicitly to believe in his great and wonderful 

promifes of difcoveries in logics. 

It is really a matter of concern, that a writer of great and un- 
queftioned talents and merits in other fhould by fuch dif- 
gutting effufions of vanity leffen himfelf in the opinion of men of 
ienfe. 


Neue Sammlung .Phyfi{ch-Ockonomifcher Schriften; or, a New Colle@ion 
of Phyfico Oeconomical Memoirs, by the Oggonomical Society of Berne: 
Vol.I. 334 Pagesin 8vo0. Berne. (German.) | 
M.-Tfcharner’s eulogy of the late M. de Haller, prefixed to this 

volume, will not prove unacceptable to foreign readers; on ac- 

count of the anecdotes of the youth and domeltic affairs of that 


great man. 


This eulogy is fucceeded by M. Gruner’s prize-differtation on 
the beft means for preventing damages by the torrents and rivers of 
: Fen follow extracts from feveral 

prize memoirs on the auettion, whether the cultivation of potatoes 
is detrimental ta that of corn : another.diflertation on the merits ar. 
demerits of the method of mixing two different {pecies of corn in 
fowing one field, in order at any rate to fecure fome harveft at leaf ; 
another 
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ther on the ufefulnefs of oxen in agriculture; the author advifes 
armers to ufe ungelded beeves, inftead of gelded ones. Finally, 
fome ufeful obfervations and praétices in the management of bees, — 
communicated by Mr. Gruner. 


Schweitzerifches Miintz-und Medaillen Cabinet, befchrieben von Gott- 
lieb Emanuel von Haller; or, A Cabinet of Swift Coins and Medals, 
defcribed by — de Haller. 2 vols. in8vo. Berne. (German.) 
This valuable work contains not only accurate defcriptions of all 

forts of Swifs coins, with their refpeétive intrinfic and nominal va- 
lue, but alfo accounts of the cabinets and works in which they are 
found ;*fhort hiftorical and political illuftrations, fragments of the 
hiftory and the coinage of the feveral mints, and anecdotes relating 
to them; lifts of the malters of the. mints, &c,. &=, and is illu- 
{trated with neceffary plates, | 


7. G. Schloffers kleine Schriften ; or, Schlofer’s Smaller Works. 8-vo. 
: | l. (German.) he 
Containing letters to Mr, Lfaac Ifelin, on philanthropines, (a new 
kind of academies, eftablifhed of late years in fome parts of Ger- 
many and Swifferland for the reformation and improvement of edu- 
cation :) on Mr. Ifelin’s dreams of a philanthrope, with his anfwers 
and two eifays on the tiberty of poiice, and on fcoffing and enthufiafm; 
plan and fragments of an abftract.of an univerfal hiftory for the 
fair fex; fketch of ethics ; on toleration ; a marriage-fcene; on Chrif- 
tianity ; on the culture of man ; on legiflation ; concerning duels ; 
on the ftatue ereéted at Strafburgh to marfhal Saxe; political frag. 
ments,’ to the author of the. modern Menoza; a letter on Xeno- 
(texts Hiero ;.a.tranflation of Xenophon's Hiero and Plato's Alci- 
iades ; Mr. Miller’s remarks on Mr. Schloffer’s Effay on the Liberty 
of the Police. There is hardly one among this variety of eflays but 
what contains fome ufeful thoughts : one of the moft valuable is the 
eflay on the liberty of the police. 


Ueber den Bildungs-Trieb und das Zeugungfgefchaft ; or, an Effay on 
the informing Inftin® (Nifus formativus) and Generation; by Prof. 
Blumenbach, of Goettingen. 87 Pages in 8vo. Goettingen. (Germ.) 
The refult of careful enquiries and obfervations continued for 

feveral years, and well worth the attention of naturalifts, phyfiolo- 

gifts, and philofophers. | Phd ; 

Della Morte apparente degli, Aunggati. 200 Pages in8vo. Florence 
A very careful and accurate enquiry into the nature of the death 

of drowned perfons, and into the moft effectual means for reftoring 

them to life, by fignor Antonio Giufeppe Tefta. The author allows 
that, under feveral circumftances, water may enter into the lungs ; 
that the refpiration may ceafe, the circulation of the blood be inter-~ 
rupted, and the blood accumulate in greater quantity in the Kead 
and breaft ; yet he difputes all the inferences deduced from thefe 
fymptoms for explaining the nature of the death of drowned per- 
ons, and endeavours to prove that it is the phlogiiton retained in 
the lungs and mixed with external air that caufes their death, fince 
experience fhews that air already breathed, and confequently fatu- 
rated with the phiogifton iffuing from the breaft, putsa fpeedy and 
certain end to the life of animals. He therefore confiders the appa 
rent or real death of drowned perfons as & natural confequence of 
thé Ficieded renewal of the air; and from the infenfibility obferv- 
ed in all perfons drawn out. for dead, from the water, he thinks it 
bighly probable, that the inflammable air retained in the lungs 
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ochiefly attacks the nerves, by degrees leffens fenfibility ‘and irrita- 
‘bility, and at length totally extinguifhes them with life itfelf “Ac- 
.cording'to this opinion therefore, a drowned perfon approaches to 
the term of his life only by fucceffive degrees: and, notwith{tand- 
Ang the apparent defect of ali vital motion, life itfelfand the activity 
af the vis. vitz {till continue in him for fome time ; fo that, while 
‘the power of the organs of life, of beginning anew their motions, 
continues, the poflibility of reftoring a. drowned perlon to life 
ought never to be defpaired of ; and that nothing lefs than figns of 
SHE putsceasiion of the body can prove that life is entirely extin- 
guithed; and that the refiftance, which the vital powers oppole 
$0 the operations of phyfical caufes on the animal body, has already 
Geafed. eit 
Ayfiria Sacra: Oefterreichifche Hierarchie and Monafteriologie ; or, an 
_ Hiflory of all the Secular and Regular Clery in the Auftrian Dominions, 
"by Father Taarian, Prof. of Greck dt Vienna. Vol. I. containing the 
Hierarchy and. Monafteriology of Aufiria Aaterior, or of the Auftrian 
" Dominions in Swabia and Brifgaw. 8vo. Vienna. (German.) 
Though Auftria Anterior is far from being one of the mult con- 
‘fiderable and beft' parts of the Auftrian domipions, yer the clergy 
appear evidently to be (or perhaps now, /o have been) even there by 
far too numerous: fince in this hittorical account of the hierarchy 
nd monafteriology, theie fmall diftri€ts only appear to have fup- 
ported nearly one hundred abbies, convents, and nunneries, to the 
depopulation and impoverifhment of the country. What then muft 
have been their niimbers, wealth, and effect in fo many larger and 
‘wealthier provinces? : 7 
Some fhort hiftorical accounts of towns and diftriéts are inter- 
ta in this volume, fometimes foreign to the author's fubject : 
or inftance, his obfervation, that the largeft tavern-fign in Europe, 
isto be met with in the city of Conftance. . The fign is of iron ; 
weighs 1500 pound weight, and is faid to have coft 8000 florins ; 
a) fiatge memorial this of vanity exhibited in a fmall and’ po 
town! 
L° Art dela Voilure.’ Par M. Romme, Prof. Royal de Mathematiques 
" -@ Rochefort, Gc. 68 Pages in Folro, with 9 Plates. Paris, 
The author has alfo publifhed L’ Art de la Mature, which, as well 
as the prefent publication, may be confidered as the moft accurate 
and complete treatife on thele effential parts of maval architecture, 
matt and fail-making. 
Code de Savoye, ou Loix et Conflitutions de fa Majefé de Roi de 
Sardaigne. 2-vols. in 12mo. Paris. 
_ A work not only neceffary for the Sardinian fubjects, but intereft- 
ing for every foreigner, who wifhes to become acquainted with the 
refults of the late application of the art of legiflation in. feveral 
countries. 
Opinion d'un Citoyen fur le Mariage et /a Dot. %wo. Vienne & Paris. 
The author treats of the inconveniencies and misfortunes attend- 
ing too many marriages ; of the origin and caufe of thefe evils, 
which he thinks to find in the prefent laws of France; in the indif- 
ferent education of the young ladies of fafhion and wealth, andiits 
confequence, luxury, futility, and vice; and propofes a Jaw; by 
virtue of which no female whatever is, under any pretence or 
name whatever, to bring her hufbandany fortune; and by which 
females are to be abfolutely excluded from.ail inheritance, legacy, 
&c. He explains the motives for this feemingly very hard aes its 
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pian, and provifions ; and contends by plaufible arguments, ‘that'a 
variety of advantages would refult ‘from fuch ‘a law to hufbands, 
wives, morals, e{pecially to population, and ‘coniequentiy to the 
whole kingdom. acs 30 , 
Grundrifs einer Gefchichte der merkwiirdigflen Welthandel neuerer Zeity 

or, Elements of an Hiflory of the moft waterefiing Events of modern 
\ Times. By Fohn George Bijch, Prof. at Hamburgh. 8vo. Hamourgh. 
” K German.) + BS. Se . . 

The author begins with the reign of the Germ&an empéror 
Frederick 1H. ; His work is’ conciie, inftructive, fufficiently per- 
f{picuous for an abitract intended: for a courfe of leCtures, and id 
general not inelegantly written. a 
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An Addrefs.to the Landbolders, Merchants, and other principal In- 
habitants of England, on the Expedicney of entering into Subfcrip- 
tions for augmenting the-Britifo Navy: 4toe 150d. Biadon. 
T ought.to excite:the regret .of every lover of his country, 

that the noble example of truly patriotic munificence, lately 
fet by, the coynty of Suffolk, is likely to terminate in that diftrict. 

The arguments.advanced to difcourage this laudable zeal, afford 

a ftréng proot of the weak fubterfuges, to which men will have 

recourfe, for evading the moft beneficial public meafure, when 

it calls for their, pecuniary fupport. ‘The fubfcription alluded 
to has even been reprefented as dangerous to the liberties 
of the hation; though nothing be more evidently ill-founded 
than‘fuch an‘ apprehenfion. ‘In the Addrefs now before us, the 
author not only refaies, With great clearnefs and force, the va- 
rious objectidhs which have béen raifed againft the propriety of 
fuch’ an expedient for augmeniing the Britifh navy, but endea- 
vours ‘to'roufe the public virtue of the nation, by painting in the 

{trongeft colours the prefling. exigencies of the ftate. Mean while, 

if the noble facrifice, faid to be made by. one gentleman (Sir 

James Lowther) cannot animate others to proportionable contri- 

butions, itgvill at leaft remain a glorious monument of the in- 

fenfibility of the age, that can behold without emulation an act 
of civil heroifm, which deferves to be admired and celebrated to 
the lateft times.’ 

4 Letter to the Right Honourable the Earl of Shelburne, Firft Lord of 

the Treafury. vo. %s.° Dilly.” 

Frothy declamation, and an utter contempt of reafoning and 
argument, characterize this publication, Inftead of putrictiim 
and public fpirit, it exhibits’ melancholy difcontent, peevith 
feurrility, and the liceritious abjectnefs of faction. | 
A Treatife on Treafons and public Delinquencies. vo. 25. Kerby, 

The author of this pamphlet, after givimg-a general account of 
ghe nature of treafun, proceeds to a detajl of the févétal ftatures 
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which have been enacted in regard to the crimes included under 
that denomination. To illuitrate this fubjeét, is the author’s 
profefed defign; but his fecret purpofe feems to be, to infinuate 
the propriety of the application of thofe laws, in the cafe of a 
certain perfon, wham he ftyles an India-peculator. 


Cui Bono ? addreffid to the People of Ireland on the Subject of Mr. 

Flood’s Two laft Speeches in the Irifo Parliament.. 8v0. 15, 
_. ‘The delign of this pamphlet is to invalidate the opinion of 
thofe Irifh patriots who. contend that nothing lefs than an 
abfolute, pofitive renunciation, on the fide of Great Britain, of 
all legiilative authority over Ireland, can effectually fecure the 
liberties of that kingdom. The queiftion is of fuch a kind as may 
afford great fcope for declamation, but hardly admits of argu- 
ment; and turns entirely upon the liberal confidence which the 
_ latter of thofe kingdoms repofes in the public declarations of the 
former. .. This confidence, and thofe declarations, will never, we 
hope, be violated by either party. 


Account of the Views and Principles of that Connexion of Whigs, 
commonly called the Rockingham Party, 8vo. 15 6d. Hooper. 


This Account appears to be drawn up by a perfon who is a 


zealous adherent of what he calls the whig-party; which, there- 


fore, according to his reprefentation, is the only wife, only up- 
right, and only perfect {et of men in the kingdom, , 
Quodcunque oftendjs mihi fic, incredulus odi, 


The Criterion ; or, Difquifitions on the prefent Adminifiration. By 
Tofeph Williams, Efg. 4to. 1s. Hookham, 

In Mr. Williams’s former production (* Confiderations on the 
American War’) he argued with great force as well as zeal againft 
the independency of the colonies. It appears from the difquifi- 
tions before us, that he perfeveres in the fame fentiments ; though 
it would be unjuft to affirm, that, in refpect of various other par- 
ticulars, either his opinions, or the fcope of his obfervations, 
are always clear and fatisfactory. Too defultory, in the prefent 
. performance, to purfue his objects with fteadinefs, ard too abrupt 
to give his affertions the force of conviction, he rather bewilders 
than inftructs ; at the fame time that we perceive a fundo: good 
fenfe amidft the obfcurity which iu it. 


The New and Impartial Univerfal Hifory of North and South Ame- 
rica, and of the prefent Tranf- Atlantic War. By Charles Henry 
Arnold, E/q. F 1270. B56 6d. Hogg. 

A difh tofled up of Tranf-Atlantic ingredients, fmoking hot, 
to pleafe the tafe of credulity. Qui vult decipi, decipiatur. 
: Pr-O &: F RY. 

Elegy on the Death of the Marquis of Rockingham. gto. 6d. Bew. 

lamentation, faid, in the title-page, to be written by one of 

‘xom poetical, : 

The 


the marquis’s domedtics; apparently fincere, but far, very fary. 
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{he Death-Song of Ragnar Lodbrach, or Ladbrog, King. of Den- 
mark. Tranflated from the Latin, of Olaus Wormius, by Hugh 
Downman, M.D. 4t0. 15. Fielding. : 
Lodbrog, king of Denmark, flourifhed, according to Olaus 

Wormius, in the ninth century, the terror of maritime nations, - 

and the patriot-legiflator of his own kingdom, He is faid to be 

the perfon who devifed the mode of trial by jury; which fome 
fuppofe to have been borrowed from him by the Englifh king 

Ethelred. Tradition has alfo honoured his memory as the author 

of the original Death-Song; though it is, with more probabi- 

lity, afcribed to fome ancient Scald or Bard. After a long courf | 
of depredations, this monarch, we are informed, was made pri- 

foner by Ella, king of Northumberland, who caft him into a 

dungeon full of ferpents, in which horrible fcene he expired. 

In a poem which could, without an apparent violation of truth, 
be imputed to fo martial a prince as Lodbrog, we cannot expect 
either the mildnefs of acivilized mind, or the graces of refine- 
ment: but, inftead of thefe qualities, we meet with the ftrikin 
features of rude heroifm and ferocious grandeur, fo chara¢teriftic 
of a warlike king, in a barbarous age and nation. Dr. Down- 
man has tranflated this curious fragment of antiquity with a de- 
gree of energy which deferves applaufe ; but the method of ar- 
ranging the English and Latin feétions alternately, feems neither 
to favour the difplay of his own verfion, nor the convenience of 
the reader. : 


Plea/fure: @ Satire. 4to 25s. Debrett.: 

A dull nervelefs attempt at fatire, declaring pleafure to be the 
ruin of the nation ; and that there remains no hope of its ever 
being faved, unlefs by the abilities of Lord Shelburne, 


Bete rR Ae ae Gs 
The Candidate ;'a Farce, in Two Ads. As it is performed at the 

Theatre Rojal inthe Hay market. By Fohn Dent. 80. 15, 

Stockdale. ) 

This dramatic piece 1s founded upon a reverfal of the main in- 
cident of * She ftoops to conquer.’ An inn is fuppofed to be 
a private houfe; in confequence of which miftake there enfues a 
number of blunders and double’ meanings, which, unlefs by the 


too frequent repetition of thé artifice, is not unprodudtive of 
pleafantry. ) 


N OVE L S. 
Wilmot; or, the Pupil of Folly. 4 vols. Small 8vo. 125. Lane, 
Though this novel cannot boaft of much ingenuity, it is 
diftinguifhed from the greater part of thofe productions by one 
quality, that of not being immoral ; a circumftance particularly 
commendable in fuch publications as are intended chiefly for the 
juvenile clafs of readers. 


Friendfbip and Matrimony. 2-vo0ls. 6s. Noble. 


We are prefented with ¢ the Hiftory of Emilia and Henry ; of 
Lord and ady Pa, and of Frederick and Fanny ; all vw 
. gat 
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firft publifhed from the Originals as found among. the Papers o 
the late Henry Manuel, Efg.’? ‘Thefe valuable papers, fhe sa 
tor farther informs us, were beftowed upon him.as a reward of 
his merit as a conjuror ; a capacity, we muft own, of which we 
had not fufpected him, How mierit may be loft to the world by 
too rruch niodetty 
The Fortunate Sifters: or the Hiftory of Fanny and Sophia Bemont. 
. 2 vols. 1t2mo. 6s. Noble. 

A'common-place novel, patched up in the very pink of infi- 
pidity. 

Anna: a Sentimental Novel. 2 vols, 12mo. 55. Hookham. 

This novel is written in a feries of letters, which, thouch not 
deftitute of vivacity, are often disfigured by affeétation ; and it 
wants that degree of probability, which alone can give due ope- 
ration to fictitiows narrative. 


Les Delices du Sentiment: or, The Pafionate Lovers. 8v0. 35. 6d. 
Macgowah. 

This is one of the many 7mi/nomers which we meet with in our 
literary examination ; for initead of pajfon, we find in it nothing 
but the dregs of prurient in/pidity. 

D I VedoeN- kh? T. Y. 
A Sermon preached at the Chapel in Penzance, at the Ordinary Vi- 

ftation of Fohn Lord Bifoop of Exeter, on Friday, Fuly 10, 

1782. Ry Cornelius Cardew, M.A, 4to. 1s. Rivington. 

Mr..Cardew takes for his text thefe words of Chriit to his:dif- 
ciples, * Ye are the falt of the earth,’ Matth. v. 13. and endea- 
vours to prove, that the apoftles, and the minifters of the gofpel, 
their regular fucceffors, have anfwered the high character given 
them by Chrift; have contributed to reform, to purify, and 
to preferve mankind from corruption, and have always been con- 
fpicuous inftruments of diffufing wifdom and knowlege through 
the world. 

The learned and ingenious author fupports thefe affertions by 
incontrovertthle facts. : 


The Fear of God, the only Prefervative from temporal and eterna! 
| Ruin. A Sermon preached in Norwich, on.the Evening of the 
Faft Day, appointed by Government, February 8ib, 1782. By 
R. David. $vo.. 6d. Hogy. ia 
The author, from thefe words of Samuel, ¢‘ Only fear the 
Lord, and ferve him, &c.’ ch. xii. 24,25, fhews, by various 
arguments, that the fear of God is the ‘only prefervative from 
temporal and eternal ruin ; and fuggefts feveral ufeful and im- 
portant reflections, which arife from the fubject. But he feems 
- to have forgot the office of a Chriftian divine, and a preacher of 
peace, when he thus launches out into political invectives. 
- Our brave veteran commanders by fea and land are difgufted 
by the ill treatment which they have received from men in power. 


Childéen in office are put over their heads ; and every vile fellow 
4 that 
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that choofes, is fuffered to put them in danger of their lives, Wit- 
nefs the trial of admiral Keppel, &c. &c. &c. 

¢ We muit not expect to make the fame figure in Europe as 
we did at the beginning of this reign; but think ourfelves well 
off that we have efcaped with life, when the veffel of flate was 
conduéted by fuch wretched pilots !” 

Obfervations of this nature ought to be cautioufly avoided in 


the pulpit, as they have not the leaft imaginable tendency to 
edify a country congregation. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
The Wedding-Day ; ; or, Marriage delineated. With praZical Rules 
for promoting Conjugal Happine’s. 12m0. 15. Milne. 
This is one of thofe ‘ half formed infeéts,? which continu- 


ally difgrace the prefs ; ;—it is fo wretched a compilation, that 
Arittotle himfelf would be at a lofs for its character. It is ail, 


however, about love and marriage. ‘Heaven defend us from fuch 


weddings ! 


Principles of Free-Mafonry delineated. 12m0. 25. 
; Exeter. 

This is a collection of independent tracts and poetical pieces, 
which relate to mafonry. The reader who withes to be’ inform- 
ed of their more particular diflinétions.and their boaited fecret,, 
will be difappointed ; for the prefent volume contains only, what 
the world already knows. The orations or charges on different 
occafions, breathe a {pirit of general philanthropy, candour, and’ 
piety ; and, if mafonry is only a focial inftitution, which unites 
mankind by the moit endearing ties, by thofe of brotherhood and 
charity, it deferves every attention which the world can beftow. 
We believe it was originally conftituted with this view ; and their 
decorations, which are thofe of a very common ast, and their 
language, which is borrowed from its fublimer branches, ferve 
only to characterize an inftitution which might claim more inte- 
refting emblems. If, howexer, it ferves to diflinguifh them from 
others, in every thing but peace and a general good will towards 
mankind, we need not blame it ; and, 1f human curiofity is fo far 
excited, dy the affectation of fecrecy, as to increafe the croud of 
votaries of an ufeful inftitution; we fhould join in the general 
applaufe. 

It has been injurioufly fuggefted that it encourages only riot 
and debauchery, —but this abufe every focial meeting may parti- 
eipate : it is perhaps more important to obferve, that their’ lan- 
guage fometimes borders on profanenefs. We. cennot always ex- 
cufe the applications of mafunic la anguage to the Deity. 

‘The poetry contifts of anthems, “fone, together with the ma- 
fe? s prologues and epjlogues, fpoken at the Exeter theatre, of 
which Mr. ‘Frewman is faid to have a fhare. The latter are often 
entertaining and fometimes poetical. The Mufes have deigned 


‘Teewman, 


_ to vilit the “banks of the I{ca; and, in this collection, there are. 


fome pieces which would nat. difgrace their favourite poets. 
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Journal of Travels made through the principal Cities of Europe: 
| wherein the Time employed in going from Poft to Paft is marked in 
* Hours and’ Minutes; the Diftances in Englifh Miles, meafured by 
-- Means of a Perambylator faftened to the Chaife; Produce of the dif- 
« ferent Countries: Popilation of the T owns ; and remarkable Curio- 

ties in the Cities and Roads: together with an Account of the 
bef Inns, Sc. Towhich is fubjoined a comparative View of the 

* different Monies, and that of Itinerary and Lineal Meafures, as 

—avell as the Price of Poft-horfes in different Countries. Tranflated 

from the French *of M. L: Dutens, by Fobn Highmorc, Gent. 
i ax Appendix, containing the Roads of Italy; with fome ufe- 

ful Tables and Hints to Strangers who travel in France. 8vo. 
5s. in Boards. Wallis. , : 

' This is a fecond edition’ of an ufeful work. We cannot give 
the contents of it more fatisfactorily than the author has done 
in the title page. The Tables, as far as we can perceive, are 
exact; or, if they haveany fault, too little is here allotted for the 
general mode of travelling. A work of this kind we can only an- 
nounce ; it muft be reviewed by an attentive traveller, on the fe- 
veral fpots. ‘The local remarks are generally pertinent ; and the. 
others, though fhort, are often comprehenfive and fatisfactory. 

~ The account of the feveral ftages hus been attributed to the 
earl of Bute; but it ig proper to inform our readers, that the 
property has been warmly claimed by Mr. Thickneffe. °— 


Colledtions for the Hiftory of W orcefterfbire. Vol. II. Folio. 
-2l. 128. 6d. in Boards. White. 

There is fo little oftentation in the ado-page of this great work, 
that it does not even contain the name of the author, though 
the knowlege of this circumftance was likely to create a favour 
able prepoffeffion of its merit. It may therefore not be improper 
to remind our readers, that the public is indebted for this large 
colleétion to Treadway Nafh, D.D. rector of St. Peter’s in 
Droitwich, and proprietor of Bevereye, in the county of Wor- 
cefter*. The materials, we formerly obferved, confift of a ge- 
neral account of the re(pective manors, as delineated in Domef- 
day-book ; copies of ancicht grants and other deeds ; number of 
families, genealogical tables,’ armorial bearings, patrons of bene- 
fices, liits of incumbents, “thonumental inferiptions, ‘the rate of 
land«tax, the ftate of the poor, anda variety of occafional parti- 
culars. Dr. Nath, fenfible of the inconveniencies arifing from 
the confined plan of a provincial hiftory, has endeavoured, as 
much as poffible, to render the work more generally interefting, 
by delivering an explicit account of whatever {¢ems likely to gra- 
tify curiofity, . without the intervention. of local attachments. In 
treating of Perfhore, we meet with fome memoirs of the celebrat- 
ed Samuel Butler, author of Hudibras, who was a native of this 
parith. 
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The preceding volume having brought down the work, in al- 
phabetical arrangement, to the letter H inclufive, the prefent 
te with the letter I, and comprifes the whole of the mate- 
rials which the author has been able to colleét. It is an affem- 
blage which required fuch unwearied induftry to effe&t, that no- 
thing but the ftrongeft attachment to the county of Worcefter 
could ever have induced Dr. Nath to engage in a work of fo vaft 
extept, But the labour of collecting is not the only means by 
which this refpectable gentleman evinces the affection he bears for 
his favourite province ; for he has enriched both volumes with 
fuch a number of beautiful engravings, of various kinds, as can- 
not nave been executed without a very extraordinary expence. 


The Beauties of Great Britain. fewed. 15. Buckland. 


Intended as a companion to Ogilby’s Book of Roads ; and con- 
taining a general account of fome of the principal objeéts moft 
snsereiiteg to a traveller. 


Fielding’s Origin, Progre/s, and prefent State of the Peerave o 
” SPngland. ri 25. 6d. Fielding. a 
This little volume contains a general account of the Englith 
peerage; with the titles, ages, marriages, iffue, and places held 
under government, by the prefent peers and peerefles ; the dates 
of their feveral titles; and an index to the houfe of peers, exhibit- 
ing the motto of each family. To thefe various articles are an- 
nexed engravings of the coats of arms, The letter-prefs part 
may be purchaied without the plates. 


4 Metaphyfical Catechifm, Containing a Sum of the Doétrines of 
Materialifm and Necefity, as at prefent profefid. 8vo. 15. 
Johnfon. | . 

The defign of this publication is to collect the dodtrines of 
materialifm and neceflity into one view, and to exhibit them in 
their proper colours, without any palliation or difguife. This, 
it muft be confeffed, is an arduous attempt, and requires the 
greateft penetration. For fome of thefe doétrines are abitrufe afd 
problematical ; others are divided from contradiction and ineoa- 
fiftency by fuch boundaries, as cannot be. difcovered by any but 
adepts in metaphyfical fpeculations. In many cafes, where the 
reader flands, as it were, upon che verge of fenfe, and fancies he 
has the image of truth before him,. it is vanifhgd in an inftant :. 
effugit imago, . : 

Par levibus ventis, volucrifque fimillima fomno. 

If this writer has, in any refpect, mifreprefented the doctrines 
of materialifm and neceifity, he is excufable, for the foregoing 
reafons, as he does not appear to be detective, either in candour 
or difcernment. 


Seleét Original Letters on various Subjects. 12m0. 35. Printed 
for the Author. 
Thefe letters are written by James Ripley, new, and for thirty 
years paft, oftler at the Red Lion, Barnet. 
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We find fo. much good fenfe in this honeft /abulgrian, 
that we heartily ’ edbuumnend both*himfelf' and his book 16 thofe 
travellers who pafs through the town of Barnet ; where we are 
determined. neve er t6 bait our horfes, without enquiring for the 
literary ‘hoftler. ° 
Hunting vindicated from Cruelty, in a Letter'.to the Monthly 

“Reviewers. $00, 15. Law.* 

We fhall ave! our Brother Critics to defend themfelves from 
this attack. We have already given our opinion of the humanity 
of fportimen ; ; and fhall not attend on this author, who‘pofleffes 
ho merit to engage; Even for a moment, ‘our attention. 

A Collection of Buglih Exercifes: tranflated from the Writings of 
Citero-only, for School. boys to re-tranflate into Latin, and adapt= 
ed.ta thé principal Rulesin the Compendium of Erafmus’s Syntax. 

. By William Ellis, d.M. and Mafter of th. Grammar School at 
“Alford i in Lincolufbire. i2mo. .25-6d. Robinfon. 
The author of -this work cenfures thofe exercife-books for 

making Latin,. which, arer filled, with examples, taken promifeu- 
‘oully from ‘2 variety of different writers; very juftly obferving, 
that “fagh a. colleétion of incongtuous phrafes, in profe and verfe, 
is by no means ealcylated to give the young ftudent a proper‘notion 
of an elegant 4nd uniform ftyle. He has therefore {elected all his 
examples from the writings of Cicero, The Englifh, which is 
a literal verfion of the Latin, is printed on the teft hand page 
and the words of the original, in ‘their primitive fotm, “on the 
right, in order to be altered in their terminations, 4s the ‘rules of 
fyntax require. The introductory fentences are as fhort and eafy 
as pollible, corififting only of one Latin verb ;‘the reft are gradu- 
ally more and more. extenfivee The young {eholai- is thus éon- 
ducted, ftep by ftep, to a perfect knowledge of fyntax, and a fa- 
miliar acquaintance with the ftyle of Cicero.“ “> o> 

This play is incomparably the beft that has bee riled for 
the initruction of youth, in the = of eg and: Ch stat 
‘Latinity. 


An Effay on the Managenien¥ aud Nurfing + Children in the eaerlieft 
Periods of Infancy 5; addon the Treatment and Rile of Coradud 
reguifite for the Mother ‘during Pregnancy “and Biying its By 

William Mos i, Surgeon. 8x0, 162° Johnfon. °°" 

_«) ‘Phis Effyis addreffed "fot" ‘only to the mediéal! Faulty, but 
the public, with the vitw‘of rendering the precepts which it con- 
tains as generally ufeful as poffible! ‘Fhe whole is welt adapted 
to the author’s défign, and’ is founded-upow principles’ corre- 
fpondent to what are maintained by the beft authorities. 
Genuine Memoirs of the L.ves of Gearge aud cna effon. Bud 
| Ese Walker. » WOH 

Memoirs of thofe who have been quikuaied? for their depredar 
stions on fociety, have at leaft a negative merity.as by laying open 

‘the fecret atts and practices of villainy, they may ferve as a pré- 

aurion to the honetter part of mankind, D vai 5 VICW,, therefore, 

. and 'in this only, fuch a narrative as the > pre: None is-ot without its. 

advantage. . . 

S 














YIM 


